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A Moment of Silence and Reflection

The Academic Council of the University of California (UC) Faculty Senate expresses our grief and anger at the
murder and brutality directed against Black people by the police. On May 25, George Floyd was murdered at the
hands of Minneapolis police. This pain is felt by many and is exacerbated by the recent deaths of James Scurlock,
Nina Pop, Tony McDade, Breonna Taylor, and Ahmaud Arbery, among too many others. This is a reflection of the
systemic anti-black racism and institutional violence in our society.

To honor the memory of George Floyd and other victims of police murder and brutality, we ask all members of the
UC community to observe a minute of silence and reflection at 11am Pacific time on Thursday, June 4. We have
selected 11am because this is the time that George Floyd’s memorial service in Minneapolis is scheduled to start.

On all UC campuses, we must listen and, crucially, do more to combat systemic oppression, including anti-black
racism. Our campuses have to work harder to be inclusive of, and welcoming to, Black students, along with other
groups who have historically been and continue to be victims of police assault and harassment.
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