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	Page 1: Q. How do I get rid of gophers? My lawn and garden are riddled with mounds and are being ruined by these pests.A. Pocket gophers (Thomomys spp.) need to be correctly identified and their habits understood in order to bring their devastation in the yard under control. These subterranean critters get their names from the little pouches in their cheeks, which they use to carry food and building materials for their nests. They have large clawed front paws for digging, short fur, small eyes and ears, facial whiskers that they use like antennae, and very large front teeth. They grow to a size ranging from 6 to 12 inches in length.Gophers spend most of their lives under ground, but occasionally are seen excavating their burrow or grabbing a quick bite of your favorite flower growing near their hole. Gophers are easy to detect by the mounds of fresh soil they create. These mounds are usually crescent or horseshoe shaped and the plug to the burrow is usually located off to one side. Several of these mounds can be made in one day by a single gopher. The mounds are found most frequently in well-watered areas of your yard or garden, and can occur year round. Gopher damage can be a serious concern for gardeners because these pesky pests are very active. Their burrow system covers from 200 to 2000 square feet, and depending on the use of each burrow, can range from 6 inches to 6 feet in depth.Gophers live approximately 3 years, reach maturity in about one year, and can have up to three litters of five or six young per year. Normally they live alone, except when breeding or with a litter.Gophers are herbivores. That means they eat all sorts of plant material, including your favorite petunias. Once in a while they will feed on the surface. While the gopher in your yard is successfully destroying your Garden of Eden, he may also be causing other serious damage including eating through pvc water lines and sprinkler systems.To minimize damage caused by these destructive creatures, take action as soon as they are detected. First locate the main burrow of a fresh mound using a probe, either purchased or home made, by probing the soil about 8 – 12 inches around the plug of the mound. Then prepare to trap or bait.
	Page 2: When setting traps, it isn't absolutely necessary to bait, but you can bait with fruit or veggies. Traps should be set in the main burrow facing in either direction so you can nab the pesky critter coming or going. There are many types of traps available, but the two most common are the two pronged pincher trap triggered when the gopher contacts a vertical pan and the choker-style box trap, which seems to be more popular and a little easier to use. When using any type of trap, follow the manufacturer's instructions carefully to avoid injury. It is also helpful when setting traps to attach a piece of wire to each one, which will make it easier when you want to retrieve them. Once the traps are placed and set, be sure to cover the burrow well or the gopher may not return to it. Then, check the traps often and reset them when needed. If you haven't gotten a gopher within 3 days, move the traps.Baiting is another method of control, but again, carefully follow instructions on the label. Be especially careful if you have kids or pets as these materials can be fatal to other organisms besides gophers. There are two main types of bait: strychnine treated grain bait and anticoagulant bait. Either type should be placed in the main burrow just as the traps were. Strychnine bait will kill in one feeding, but anticoagulant bait may take up to 10 days to be effective. Once you have baited, smooth out all the mounds so it will be easier to detect new gopher activity and determine whether you need to rebait or not.There are other methods used to control gophers, some more effective than others, but baiting or trapping is best. Flooding the burrows has been used, but often the burrow system is so enormous that the water is just "wasted" to the soil. Fumigation isn't usually effective because the gopher will seal off his burrow to protect himself. Noise devices currently on the market do not scare gophers. And, no, bubble gum won't kill them either.So grab your traps or bait, and go out and locate that main burrow. Oh, and happy hunting!
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