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	Title: For the gardener who has everything... 
	Author: by Michelle Le Strange, UC Master Gardener Advisor
	Page 1: Here are a few ideas for that special gift for the gardener in the house. How about carrying the gardener theme into her powder room or his outhouse? An attractive potting bench, like the ones on sale in many stores, can easily be converted to a bathroom vanity by adding a small kitchen sink. I recently saw a potting bench with wood post legs and stainless steel shelves converted into a vanity and sink. It was designed for a bathroom which opened to the garden and also served the purpose of storage space, tool shed, and laundry room. The potting bench was such a perfect fit. The sink they used was stainless steel and deep enough for filling a bucket and for washing vegetables. A galvanized skirt was also added to hide part of the plumbing. The end result was extremely handsome and multifunctional. How about an arbor bench? Or a custom designed arbor bench? Something you build in the garage, then enjoy in the garden. When you design and build your own you can customize it to fit exactly where you want it to go in the garden and you can personalize it with your own art accents. It can be designed to be strictly a bench or you can add a back to it so it is more like a chair for two. Woods that would work in the landscape include redwood, cedar, fir or pressure treated lumber.If you're not such a "handyman" then how about something a little less "tool" oriented. Try painting some garden pots. Terra-cotta pots take on a whole different look and appeal when they are painted to mix or match. Colors can be chosen to fade into the background or stand out on deck, whichever is preferred. The gardener always appreciates pots with sentiment attached to them. This is an easy gift for kids or the sophisticated artist to design and complete, and relatively inexpensive too! Just spray the inside of the pot with pottery sealant and let it dry for 24 hours before paining with acrylic paints and foam brushes. With painter's tape you can apply several colors, designs, and coats. Finish it off with a spray on clear acrylic gloss coating. Okay, so how about something to hang all the tools on? Peg-board is still the most convenient way to store garden tools. Everything is visible and easy to grab and put back. It is practical, inexpensive, and good looking. Peg-board lets you rearrange your tools at will, so it's no problem as your tool collection grows. Just be sure to have a handy supply of hooks to keep the tools in place. Peg board is easy to paint to match your walls. Why, you could even paint a garden scene if you were so inclined! I sure wish a corner of my garage were covered in peg board. 
	Page 2: Gardeners know that raised beds filled with rich soil provide ideal growing conditions and are often used when space is limiting. Maybe it's time to build some raised beds for your garden? They can be made any size to fit your site. Shapes are typically square, rectangular or triangular because those shapes are easiest to build from wood. Now instead of wood, you can purchase composite lumber that is designed for decking. This material is made from recycled plastic and combined with wood fibers to make a rotproof lumber. Ideal for raised beds! Or if you are really up to a workout, you can build your raised beds out of rocks, cement blocks, brick, or broken concrete. With these products it is not rot that you worry about, but their cracking from underground tree roots.Items to go in the vegetable and flower garden whether they are raised or not, and that could be purchased or made are trellises, bean poles, lattices, obelisks, teepees, and bamboo stakes. These objects help your garden grow vertical and save lots of space. If you really want to give your favorite gardener a special gift, then give them the gift of your friendship in the garden. Volunteer to spend an hour with them pulling out the weeds or helping with a chore. I am sure the gardener knows what project they could use a little help with. Enjoy your life in the garden. I do.
	Date: December 21, 2006


