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	Title: We All Make Mistakes 
	Author: by Michelle Le Strange, UC Master Gardener Advisor
	Page 1: Ask any avid gardener and they'll tell you they weren't born with a green thumb. They may be quite skilled now, but it was "practice that made perfect" and there were trials and errors along the way. Ask any good gardener and they'll admit to making several mistakes, learning from most of them, and not being afraid to make more.Still there's no reason why everyone has to make the same mistakes. Here are 20 common observations about us as gardeners and our landscapes. 1. We under-design. We settle for the front yard landscape design that comes with the neighborhood housing tract. We rush to plant the back yard with wall to wall lawn and maybe a row of trees around the entire perimeter. 2. We love to buy young trees, but we don't recognize what constitutes a good tree in the container.3. We love to plant small trees and we think we know how to plant them, but we usually plant them too deep, too close to the house, too close to power lines, too close to each other, and choose the wrong tree for the spot. 4. We like to dig deep holes rather than wide holes. Holes should be no deeper than the depth of the pot (you may loosen the soil below with a fork or a shovel and then repack. The hole should be 2-3 times wider than the pot and be sure to rough up the sides of the hole so that roots can spread out and not just circle around.5. We love to stake trees, but we don't like to remove the nursery stake at planting, nor do we remember to remove the stakes and ties within a couple of years after planting. (Just drive around town and look at how many mature trees have two stakes at their sides. I guess people think that trees need crutches).6. We devote too much space to lawn. Landscapes using adapted groundcovers, perennials, trees and shrubs require less maintenance and inputs (fertilizer, water, pruning, mowing, etc.) than a big expanse of tall fescue turf.7. We over-irrigate and over-fertilize home bermudagrass lawns and we under-irrigate and under-fertilize school and park bermudagrass lawns.8. Our landscape lines are too straight and square. A gentle curve is more pleasing to the eye.9. Our landscape lines are too wavy. A gentle curve is more pleasing to the eye.
	Page 2: 10. We like our power tools. There is too much shearing of shrubs and not enough natural shapes in the landscape. I appreciate topiary and formal hedges, but every bush does not need to be pruned to a pom pom, square, or sphere. In fact such finely manicured shapes require more maintenance. Remember we Californians have a casual lifestyle and especially here in the rural valley and foothills. Heck, I've even seen Japanese maple trees sheared to form a perfect cube. Ridiculous.11. We design from the outside in. Stand on the inside of your home and look outside. Make sure to locate the views that are prominent from key windows and plan pleasing garden spaces around those views. 12. We clutter our yards with too many knick knacks, doo-dads, and trinkets. Even if they are gifts from family and friends … consider rotating them and store ones not in use.13. We love our weed whackers to the point of bark removal around tree bases every week.14. We choke our trees with bermudagrass lawns up to the base of trees, and then we weed whack the heck out of it.15. We are fairly ignorant about proper pruning of landscape trees. We should be training them when it's easy to do during the first five years of their life, but instead we wait 20 years until it is too late for us to do it ourselves and drastic measures are usually taken. 16. We start out with a big vegetable garden and then discover about weeds and weeding.17. We over water our lawns and we under water our trees.18. We don't quite understand the concept of good bugs and integrated pest management, but we are learning.19. We'll buy sacks of compost, amendments, and humus, but we don't like to make it ourselves. 20. We continue to hire tree trimmers who top large mature trees. 
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