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	Title: Fall Lawn Care 
	Author: by Carolyn Carpino, UC Master Gardener Advisor 
	Page 1: Is your lawn looking a little shabby? Or are you looking at bare dirt and wishing you had a lawn, even a shabby one? Late September and October is the ideal time to establish a lawn or give your bedraggled one a make-over.If your lawn is the pride of the neighborhood, then keep it that way with good cultural practices. The recipe?1) Fertilize - Apply a complete fertilizer to cool season grasses, like tall fescue, once a month in September, October, and November. Keep warm season grasses green longer by fertilizing in September and October.2) Water - Drop back from three to two times a week during September, then once a week starting in October until the rains come. Water every day and say hello to fungus and a great crop of winter weeds.3) Mow - Keep mowing frequently to keep weeds from going to seed. When weather cools, cut tall fescue shorter, around 2 inches, to reduce fungus problems. Leave clippings on the lawn to provide nitrogen and organic matter.OK, those are the basics for people whose lawns already look great. But what about the rest of us?If you have bare spots or maybe an entire bare lawn, proper soil preparation and good timing (now!) are the keys to successful planting. Unfortunately, throwing a handful of seed on the ground just isn't going to work. First, kill existing weeds with Roundup or Finale. Loosen the top six inches of soil. Spread a 2-inch layer of compost or other soil amendment and mix in well. Level the soil surface. Sprinkle seed, lay sod, or plant new plugs of grass. Keep watered until it takes. The cool fall and winter weather will give it time to establish good roots so it will be strong going into its first summer.Do you have a bermudagrass lawn that you would like to see green over the winter? When daytime highs drop to the low 80's and nighttime lows are about 60, mow lawn very short, rake, and overseed with ryegrass. Be sure that the seeds make good contact with the soil for the roots to take hold. The new improved perennial ryegrasses are now preferred over annual ryegrass by most lawn professionals.
	Page 2: Is your lawn so compacted water and fertilizer just run off? It may be time to aerate it. Rent an aerator or hire a lawn service to pull small plugs of soil from your lawn. Leave the plugs on the lawn and they will quickly de-compose. The lawn will now absorb water and fertilizer more readily and will be more vigorous. Last fall we aerated our lawn and found it really reduced the number of "hot spots" this summer.What about weeds, the enemy of a gorgeous lawn? If bermudagrass is invading your fescue lawn, spray with three applications of Turflon, two weeks apart, starting right now. Roots are very active in the fall, and take up herbicide much more readily. Of course, this is also true of your prized trees and shrubs so use great care in applying any broadleaf weed killer this time of year. Turflon also works great on oxalis in fescue lawns. To eliminate oxalis in bermudagrass lawns requires persistence with general broadleaf weed killers coupled with hand pulling.If crabgrass is your primary weed, it is too late to treat it this year. It is easier to control crabgrass in lawns with preemergence rather than postemergence herbicides. Look for products containing benefin, bensulide, dacthal, dithiopyr, oryzalin, or pendimethalin. These are commonly sold under several trade names like Balan, Betasan, Prevent, Dimension, Weed Stopper, or Pre-M. Dacthal, dithiopyr, isoxaben, and pendimethalin also suppress oxalis and spurge emergence.The best way to get rid of weeds in the lawn is to never let them start. In general, herbicides used to kill a weed as it is germinating are called preemergent. This is compared to a postemergent, which is used against weeds that have already come up. If you have a weedy lawn there are three ideal times during the year to apply preemergence herbicides in the San Joaquin Valley: around Labor Day, between Super Bowl Sunday and Valentine's Day, and around Mother's Day.What is crucial to success with any preemergent is to put it on a few weeks before weeds start to germinate and water thoroughly after application to activate the chemical. Then switch to cultural practices that favor the growth of the lawn, not the growth of the weed. If lawns are cared for properly (mowing height, fertilizer rate, and irrigation scheduling, etc.), then weeds have a difficult time getting established and no herbicide is needed.So spend some time on your lawn this fall, and reap the benefits of a beautiful lawn all year long.
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