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	Title: With all the rain … what can trees expect?
	Author: by Michelle Le Strange, UC Master Gardener Advisor
	Page 1: When you're anxious to garden outside, it's hard to be patient with rainy weather, even knowing its lasting value into summer. Pacify yourself with thoughts of green foothills through June. Also, trees will look great this summer now that salts are leached below their roots and the soil's profile is full of water for roots to draw from in the heat. But tree diseases are sure to be abundant, if rainy weather keeps up much longer. Trees can expect leaf spots, cankers, dieback, and even root rot. While some diseases threaten plant life, others are just temporary conditions.Anthracnose, often called bud, leaf, shoot, or twig blight, is a fungal disease affecting many deciduous and evergreen trees. Anthracnose fungi overwinter in dead areas on infected twigs called cankers. Spores are produced in the spring and are spread to leaves by splashing and windborne rain. Tree damage is most severe when prolonged rains occur during leaf out in spring.Maple and sycamore anthracnose lesions usually develop near major leaf veins. Affected leaves resemble frost damage. Modesto ash, birch, elm, and redbud trees show irregular dead leaf areas. Oak and walnut trees show small tan, brown, black, or tarlike spots on infected leaves. Infected dogwood leaves and flower bracts develop large brownish lesions with well-defined purple or dark gray margins. Cankers frequently affect lower branches first, causing branch dieback and sometimes death of the entire tree. Chinese elm anthracnose, also called black leaf spot, is a serious anthracnose disease. Its large cankers weaken, girdle or kill limbs and trunks. Luckily, this disease is not common in the SJV.When trees are heavily infested with anthracnose, they drop leaves prematurely. If trees have been diseased for many years, they may completely defoliate, but most branches recover and produce a new crop of leaves. When warm weather arrives, the fungus dries up and new leaves don't show symptoms. Anthracnose does not seriously harm plants unless defoliation occurs repeatedly or branch dieback is extensive. Peach leaf curl is common in backyard orchards, especially in wet springs. Usually a copper based spray or fungicide applied to twigs and branches around Thanksgiving after leaves have fallen is enough to keep this disease in check. In wet springs it is recommended to spray nectarine and peach trees again at bud swell.
	Page 2: Fire Blight is a bacterial disease that only infects plants in the pome tribe of the rose family. Fruiting and ornamental pear and quince are extremely susceptible. Apple, crabapple, and pyracantha are frequently damaged. Other hosts include cotoneaster, hawthorn, loquat, mountain ash, serviceberry, spirea, and toyon. During warm, wet weather, brownish droplets of fire blight bacteria ooze from cankers. Insects spread it to flowers where infection occurs and slowly spreads through twigs. Look for sudden wilting, shriveling, and browning/blackening of shoots, blossoms, and fruit. Rapid infection gives it a scorched appearance. Dead leaves remain attached when twigs are killed quickly. Fungicide treatments are too impractical and the disease is managed by pruning out unhealthy branches.Leaf spots are abundant in wet spring weather. Entomosporium causes reddish spots with a yellow halo; spots darken and enlarge as leaves mature. Rhaphioloepis (Indian hawthorn) is one shrub that readily displays these spots. Scabs are common on apple, loquat, manzanita, olive, pear, photinia, pyracantha, toyon, and willow. Olive green to black, circular scabby or velvety spots appears on infected leaves, which may yellow or redden and drop prematurely. Chemical control of leaf spots is generally not warranted, since they usually dry up in warm weather. Root rot of woody plants is usually caused by Phytophthora (fy toff tho ra). The fungus kills plant roots and spreads upward into the stem. Plants wilt from the top downward. When roots are destroyed the plant can't get water up to the top leaves. Watering only makes it worse, because the remaining roots suffocate from lack of oxygen. A vertical streak, stain, or canker becomes visible on infected trunk wood under the bark. Since most soils contain phytophthora, we prevent disease development by good site preparation prior to planting. It is hard to save a plant with phytophthora, but some methods work on large trees. Want to learn about gardening and landscaping? Then come to "Flowers, Trees, and Gardens GALORE: A "How to Landscape" EXTRAVAGANZA on Saturday March 5 at the Heritage Complex in Tulare. The day is filled with educational seminars and exhibitors to answer your gardening needs. Call or visit the MG Website for more details.
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