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	Page 1: Q.  Every year my lawn has more and more crabgrass.  Can you offer me any tips on controlling this weed?

Crabgrass usually starts to germinate when soil temperatures warm up to 50-55°, which is usually around March 1 in the valley.  Because of our colder, wetter spring weather in 2006 crabgrass germination has been delayed.  But you can expect to see a major flush of emerging crabgrass seedlings any day now.  Weed germination continues throughout spring, summer, and fall until soil temperatures start to cool down.  

A thick lush lawn will prevent crabgrass from becoming a problem.  Lawn care practices that favor the development and spread of crabgrass are: frequent, shallow irrigations; mowing lawns too short; edging lawns too close; fertilizing lawns at the wrong time of year; and lawn mowers spreading it from site to site.   So try to do the opposite when you take care of your lawn.  Don’t water too frequently in the spring.  Instead, start off with one time per week in spring and progress to 3 times per week as the summer arrives. Mow fescue lawns to at least a 2-inch height and bermudagrass lawns no lower than .75-inch.   Fertilize fescue lawns in spring and fall (not in summer).  Fertilize bermudagrass lawns in summer, not in early spring.  Clean lawn mowers after using them in weedy sites.    

Crabgrass is easy to control with preemergence herbicides but difficult to control with postemergence herbicides.  For preemergence herbicides to be most effective it is best to apply them about three weeks before crabgrass germinates. It is still not too late to apply a preemergence herbicide this season, to take care of the later germinating crabgrass, but you may have already missed the first germination flush.  So for any crabgrass that shows up now you will need to use a postemergence herbicide.  

Garden centers have a big selection of preemergence products for crabgrass. Look for benefin, bensulide, dithiopyr, oryzalin, pendimethalin, and prodiamine as the active ingredients.  Distribute the products uniformly over the entire lawn and water in thoroughly.  It may take two applications per year (late winter and mid to late spring to clean up a heavy weed infestation, but herbicides should not be needed year after year if cultural practices are modified to favor the turfgrass. 

If you select a weed and feed product, then be sure it contains a preemergence herbicide.  The majority contain postemergence herbicides for controlling existing broadleaf weeds and have no effect on crabgrass. Several others will contain pre- and postemergence herbicides, so you need to choose wisely. 
	Page 2: Only a few active ingredients of post emergence herbicides will have a detrimental effect on existing crabgrass in lawns.  Look for products containing calcium acid methanearsonate (CMA), DSMA, or MSMA and be sure to follow label instructions carefully for temperature and rate specifications.  

Just remember that your goal should be to become a better lawn gardener and not rely on herbicides.  

Q.  I just untied my two-year-old tree from its nursery stake and the canopy falls to one side.  What should I do now?

A.  Leaving a new tree tightly tied to its nursery stake is a common mistake in the landscape.  Unfortunately, this keeps the tree from developing trunk size or good caliper, because the tree actually tries to grow away from the stake, leaving that side weaker.  In general the more freedom the top of a tree has to move, the better it is able to develop structure to stand upright and withstand storms. 

To correct the situation, determine if thinning out a few branches alleviates the lean of the tree.  If your tree is not strong enough to stand upright without support or return upright after a wind, you may need to stake it correctly for a short time.  Install two stakes a foot or two from the trunk, making sure no branches rub against them. Find the correct height to place the ties using the following procedure. Starting low on the trunk, grasp it with one hand and bend the top over with the other hand.  Find the height where the top returns to an upright position when released.   

Tie your tree loosely to the stakes using a thick rubber-coated wire.  Your tree must be able to move in the wind, which will help it develop good trunk taper and anchoring roots.  Water deeply but infrequently to encourage deep rooting.  Keep checking your tree for stability and remove the stakes as soon as possible (usually within a year).  Be sure to remove the ties or they will eventually girdle the tree. 
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