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	Title: HOW TO SELECT PLANTS
	Author: by Thea Fiskin, UC Master Gardener
	Page 1: Master Gardeners are often asked where they buy their plants.  Most of us get them from a wide variety of sources such as, local nurseries, home improvement stores, garden club sales, plant swaps, catalogs and the internet.  It not always where you buy the plant that’s most important, but how you select the plant. Before purchasing any plant have a place in your garden as to where you will plant it.  If you have a spot in mind before you go shopping, then be sure to study the planting site. Match the growing requirements of the plants you buy to your site. Some plants need full sun, others shade.  Water requirements are also important. Plants in our area must do well in alkaline soil.  If it’s an acid loving plant (gardenias, azaleas) you will have to add soil conditioners to your soil so the plant will thrive. Will the plant survive our cool winters, which is zone 8, and our hot summers? Make sure it can adapt to our local environment. Of course there is always that unusual plant that you just have to have.  Well buy it, but realize that it is an experiment and know that you are taking a chance. Know what to look for when buying. Plants should be bushy and compact, not lanky or spindly, which can be a sign of not enough light or being root bound.  When choosing annuals for color like pansies or marigolds, pick plants with lots of buds, but not blooming yet. Look for healthy leaves as discolored leaves can be a sign of insect or disease problems.  Wilting leaves can be caused from lack of water or disease. Gently pull plant out of pot and inspect the root system, the roots should be well established filling 2/3 of the pot but not root bound with roots circling the bottom of the pot. Trees and shrubs should have a well balanced shape; lopsided shrubs are difficult to shape properly.When purchasing fruit trees such as cherry and plum, check to see if you need a cross pollinator.  Also check the chilling hours requirement (in our area it’s approximately 800 hours). When the fruit will become mature is also a consideration.  For example, don’t buy 3 peach trees that ripen all at once; instead choose early, mid and late varieties so you can have fruit all summer. After purchasing the plant it’s a good idea to keep its label. You don’t have to keep it on the plant or stick it in the ground. I keep mine in a jar in my garden shed and it is always handy.  This is especially helpful it you need to replace it or it your neighbor admires the plant and you can’t remember the name or variety 
	Page 2: When choosing a nursery to shop at, check out the overall appearance; it should be neat and presentable with plants and prices labeled. A sloppy nursery with droopy plants is not the place to shop.  While not all nursery employees are plant knowledgeable, many are certified nurserymen, trained horticulturists, or simply plants lovers with lots of practical experience. Regardless they usually have a wealth of gardening information which is extremely valuable especially if you are new to Tulare or Kings County. If you are looking for advice try to avoid peak shopping times so employees will have time to help you. Catalogs have the advantage of acquiring plants that are not usually available locally.  Better catalog companies will let you pick a shipping date and have money back guarantees. Years ago the catalog experience was not always good; however things have changed for the better.  However you must watch the use of “creative writing.”  If they say vigorous, may spread, or reseeds readily, then buyer beware as this is a plant that can take over a garden if not watched carefully or grown in a container. Also beware of gimmicky plants claiming they repel cats, dogs, gophers or mosquitoes.  I’ve never found those to be really effective.  Catalogs do have a wealth of information, so don’t throw away the good ones. Their pictures and botanical names with cultural preferences are a good reference.  Fall is just around the corner and like we always say around here “October is the best planting month of the year.  So now is the time to visit your favorite nursery, or check out plant catalogs and magazines for ideas to perk up you garden.
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