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	Title: Increase your flower gardens by dividing and swapping plants
	Author: by Cecile Garrison, UC Master Gardener
	Page 1: It’s mid September and time to think about planting “your color” for this winter and next spring.  Any day now and the nursery plant racks will be full of colorful six packs.  Just be aware that some winter annuals such as snapdragons and pansies are more sensitive to hot temperatures at planting time than others.  They will fry in daytime temperatures above ninety degrees and we usually get a few of those in September.  It’s tricky to plant soon enough to get winter annuals established before the freezing weather, but not so soon that they get burned by an Indian summer.  When our local weather is consistently 80 degrees for a week, it signals a good time to plant.I do plant some perennials in early September because there are small healthy specimens readily available in nurseries, garden centers and plant swaps.  I plant them in the cool of the evening and give them lots of water until they are established.Walk outside and decide if it’s the time to increase the number of plants you already have.  You can do this by dividing cannas, iris, amaryllis, ground orchids and many other bulb or rhizome plants.  Take your extras to a “Plant Swap” or trade with your neighbors for something you don’t have but want.When we moved to this neighborhood about five years ago, there was a large clump of red cannas within inches of the house foundation.  We dug them up, divided them and artistically placed them in several new areas.  One year later we divided them again and set them out in even more places, plus gave starts to three different family members and took some to the Visalia Garden Club annual plant swap!  The original spot adjacent to the home foundation now has a group of those glorious red cannas almost as large as the one we originally dug up and moved.  Cannas are prolific!  They also do amazingly well in large containers.The former homeowners had also used red and white amaryllis as foundation plantings.  Since we moved in, the few bulbs we started with have been transplanted and shared with dozens of our friends and taken to plant swaps.    At a plant swap we traded for several blue, yellow, and apricot colored iris.  These need to be divided this fall if we want to continue enjoying their incredible blooms.  They herald early spring in March and continue blooming through April.  Iris requires very little attention and is virtually free of pests and diseases.  They just need to be divided every so often and shared with friends.  We will be sharing hundreds of rhizomes with family, friends and at plant swaps this month.
	Page 2: Division of bulb and rhizome perennials is quite simple.  Prepare the new locations by tilling in any necessary amendments to provide the proper amounts of nitrogen, phosphorous and potassium and the loose, well draining soil consistency most plants need to thrive.  We always till in and top dress the new flower bed with well composted steer manure.  We use a garden fork to dig up the entire clump.  If the individual bulbs/rhizomes don’t separate easily, then use a second garden fork inserted into the clump back to back with the first fork; pull the handles apart and the bulbs/rhizomes should separate with minimal damage to the plant.Shasta Daisies can also be divided utilizing two garden forks back to back.  These flowers have a tangle of roots which need to be trimmed to approximately the same depth as the foliage is tall.  Spread the roots out in the newly prepared hole, cover with amended soil and water well.Mexican Petunia is a drought tolerant perennial which spreads by seed, cuttings and layering.  Ruellia brittoniana has bluish purple blooms.  Other varieties are ‘Chi chi’ which has pink flowers and ‘Icicles’ with white.  It is an aggressive plant which does very well in containers and will spread quickly in the ground.  It blooms continuously from mid-spring until frost and catches the eye of most visitors to our garden.  I will be sharing cuttings of this beauty at the COS Plant Swap on Saturday.  Beletilla striata or Ground Chinese Orchid is a miniature version of the orchids used in corsages and bouquets.  They are as tough as an Iris and seem to thrive on neglect.  Their foliage is 12-16” tall with clusters of seven-twelve pink or purple flowers per stem.  They don’t seem bothered by pests or disease.  They bloom about a month in early to mid spring and the foliage remains until frost.  This is the perfect time to divide them and spread them around.I hope you will be digging in the dirt, dividing some of your plants, and bringing them to the big plant swap at the COS Farm in Visalia (just south of Walnut on Linwood) this Saturday between 8:00am - Noon.  It’s free!  Come rub “green thumbs” with the Master Gardeners at their booth and ask them your gardening questions.  Take in a lecture or two on gardening.  Check it out, you might just find that Tropicana Orange canna you’ve been looking for!
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