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	Title: Fall Is Time for Dividing, Multiplying, and Sharing
	Author: by Cecile Garrison, UC Master Gardener
	Page 1: It’s officially fall and yippee yahoo for that!  I hope the triple digits are behind us.  The daily temperatures have only dropped slightly and already the flower colors are deeper, the foliage is healthier and greener, and all plants require less water to thrive.  It is time to refresh flowerbeds by removing spent flowers, adding soil amendments and mulch.  It is also prime time to share your extra plants by taking bulbs, seeds and cuttings to Plant Swaps or just sharing with neighbors, family and friends.   Fall also presents us with the opportunity to add to the variety in our own gardens.  This time of year I am dividing Cannas, Iris, Amaryllis, Chinese Ground Orchids and many more bulbs and rhizomes  that provide blooms in spring and summer.  I place them in my garden areas that need more filler and share the extras with friends.DIVIDING:  Dividing bulb and rhizome perennials is quite simple.  Prepare the new locations by tilling in any necessary amendments to provide the proper amounts of nitrogen, phosphorous and potassium and the loose, well draining soil consistency most plants need to thrive.  We always till in and top dress new planting areas with well-composted steer manure, but several types of organic soil mix products are available. We use a garden fork to dig up the entire clump.  If the individual bulbs/rhizomes don’t separate easily we use a second garden fork  inserted into the clump back to back with the first fork, pull the handles apart and the bulbs/rhizomes should separate with minimal damage to the plant.  My new favorites are the Dahlia hybrids from Proven Selections.  I know they are available at one local nursery and probably others.  I think our Mystic Illusion dahlia is three years old and we have divided it and placed it in full sun in several areas.  It has startling yellow flowers on dark purple foliage and makes a great focal point in the garden.  It is heat tolerant but may be burned by frost.  It produces eight to ten tubers that look like sweet potatoes each season.  Each tuber will produce a new plant which will reach two to three feet tall and wide in one season.  They also have a deep red, orange and peppermint striped dahlia in that series and they all have the dark foliage.SEEDING: Starting plants from seeds is the easiest and most inexpensive way to increase the beauty of your gardens.  Expensive equipment is not required!  Some winter annuals are calendulas, delphiniums, foxglove, larkspur and sweet peas.  Now is the time to collect the seed from your summer annuals such as Cosmos, Poppies, Echinacea, Black-eyed Susans.  
	Page 2: Wait until the seed heads are dry but not open, then snip them with shears or pick them by hand.  If you wait until they are too dry you may lose part of the seeds unless you have a paper bag under the plant as you cut.  Separate the seeds from their pods and let them dry further for two or three weeks.  Then store them in airtight containers in a cool, dry place until time to plant.MULTIPLYING:  Multiplication by cuttings is another way to increase your flower garden.  It is relatively easy to increase your woody and herbaceous perennials and even trees utilizing this method.You don’t have to own a heated greenhouse for this project.  My Mother always had several containers covered with plastic bags to provide humidity.  She used straws to keep the plastic off her new cuttings.  I watched her cut a three to five inch stem on a slant, remove most of the leaves, dip the end in root hormone and place it in a milk carton cut in half.  She covered each carton with used bread wrappers or any plastic she had saved.  She was the “Queen of Reduce, Reuse and Recycle” and a very successful plant propagator.She used a mixture of sand and vermiculite, perlite or peat moss (still recommended by experts) for her cuttings.  She made small holes in the bottom and sides of her milk cartons to provide drainage.  She used this method for roses, hydrangeas, coleus, impatiens and many other plants.Remove any flowers and flower buds when preparing cuttings so the energy is used to produce new roots rather than leaves or flowers.  Take cuttings from healthy, disease-free plants, preferably from the newer growth on the upper part of the plant.Insert the cuttings one-third to one-half their length into the soilless medium with the buds pointed up.  Space cuttings just far enough apart to allow all leaves to receive indirect sunlight.  Keep the medium moist until the cuttings have rooted. SHARING:  Have fun with dividing, multiplying, and sharing the beauty of flowers.  Maybe I’ll see you this Saturday at the COS Farm in Visalia for the Plant Swap sponsored by the Visalia Garden Club.  Several Master Gardener volunteers will be there to assist with plant identification and general gardening questions.  The Master Gardeners will also be at the Exeter Fall Festival this Saturday at the Exeter City Park and at Farmers Markets in Porterville and Visalia.
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