
ANTONIO MOUNTAIN RANCH - SEEDING HISTORY 

J. L. (Bud) Nordyke, Colusa County rancher has converted over 360 acres of old farm land 
and brushland to productive pasture through a program of brush clearance, reseeding, and 
f e r t i l i z a t i o n from 1959 to 1964. 

Land preparation on the brushland consisted of removal of the brush, plus a few trees and 
rocks, with a D7 bulldozer. Nordyke then chiseled to 14 or 16 inches with the land dry. 
After the f i r s t f a l l rains he disced, applied the f e r t i l i z e r and harrowed. He then 
d r i l l e d the seed and the f i n a l job was to r o l l the seed bed with a cultipacker. 

The f e r t i l i z e r on the brush cleared land was applied with an easy-flow type spreader. 

The seed bed on the old barley land was prepared i n the same way except no dozing was 
necessary and the f e r t i l i z e r was applied i n a band 3/4" under and 1/2" to one side of the 
seed. 

Another practice used on the ranch was the k i l l i n g of oak trees by the i n j e c t i o n method. 
From 1959 to 1964 there were 180 acres k i l l e d . He used a mixture of 50% amine form of 
2,4-D and 50% water i n the early part of the program. Later he used 40% 2,4-D and 60% 
water and the results were s t i l l satisfactory - a 100% k i l l . 
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