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SAMPLE PRODUCTION COSTS 
ANNUAL CLOVERS n7b 

INTRODUCTION: 

T h i s sample c o s t of p r o d u c t i o n -Csee back page> i s based on a 200 a c r e 
farm. One hundred a c r e s i s i n improved d r y l a n d p a s t u r e c o n s i s t i n g of 
a n n u a l c l o v e r s . For t h e purpose of t h i s study-i t h e a v e r a g e l i f e of 
improved d r y l a n d p a s t u r e s i s c o n s i d e r e d to be ID y e a r s * 

Annual c l o v e r s have been e s t a b l i s h e d on an e s t i m a t e d 3D-iD0D a c r e s of 
range l a n d i n P l a c e r and Nevada C o u n t i e s . C a i n s of ISO to EDO pounds 
of beef per a c r e can be c o n s i s t e n t l y produced on annual-legume improved 
r a n g e s . Maximum p r o f i t per a c r e r e s u l t s from c a r e f u l a t t e n t i o n to ade
quate s o i l f e r t i l i t y - i s e e d i n g adapted v a r i e t i e s - ! and good g r a z i n g 
management. 

ESTABLISHING ANNUAL CLOVERS: 

] i . S e l e c t an a r e a t h a t can be d i s k e d . 
5* Apply MDO pounds of s i n g l e s u p erphosphate per a c r e * 
3. P r e p a r e a seedbed by a l i g h t s h a l l o w d i s k i n g - i not over M i n c h e s 

i n depth. 
M. Seed I S pounds of p e l l e t - i n o c u l a t e d seed per a c r e i n mid-October 

and r o l l or harrow LIGHTLY to c o v e r t h e seed
s' Graze t h e s t a n d l i g h t l y t h e f i r s t s p r i n g to keep g r a s s from crowd

in g out the c l o v e r . L i v e s t o c k s h o u l d be put on t h e f i e l d a s soon 
a s i t can be g r a z e d w i t h o u t too much "punching." 

t.. Remove t h e l i v e s t o c k d u r i n g A p r i l and Hay t h e f i r s t y e a r to a l l o w 
the c l o v e r to s e t a good seed c r o p . 

7. Graze a g a i n d u r i n g t h e summer or f a l l to remove most of t h e c l o v e r 
and g r a s s r e s i d u e and t r a m p l e t h e seed i n t o t h e ground. 

GRAZING THE ESTABLISHED STAND: 

Graze anytime d u r i n g the f a l l i w i n t e r i or s p r i n g w i t h enough l i v e s t o c k 
to keep t h e g r a s s growth down. A d j u s t t h e c a t t l e numbers to l e t t h e 
c l o v e r s bloom and s e t s e e d . T h i s u s u a l l y o c c u r s d u r i n g March and A p r i l 
i n dry y e a r s and A p r i l and May i n a normal y e a r . 

SUPPLEMENTAL IRRIGATION: 

Y i e l d s of a n n u a l c l o v e r s can be g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d w i t h e a r l y f a l l and 
l a t e s p r i n g i r r i g a t i o n . The a p p l i c a t i o n of t h r e e to four a c r e i n c h e s 
of water i n e a r l y September w i l l p r o v i d e good g r a z i n g by mid-October. 
L a t e s p r i n g i r r i g a t i o n s w i l l e xtend green f o r a g e p r o d u c t i o n . -CNo c o s t s 
f o r p r e - i r r i g a t i o n a r e i n c l u d e d i n t h i s study.> 

n 7 t , - EDO c o p i e s 

The Universi ty of Ca l i fo rn ia 's Cooperative Extension Programs are avai lable to a l l , without regard to race , color, or national origin. 

Cooperative Extension work in Agriculture and Home Economics, United States Department of Agricul ture, Universi ty of Ca l i fo rn ia , and Placer County cooperat ing. 



mULE M AUn Per Acre 

YEARLY CULTURAL COSTS: 

• F e r t i l i z e - -Ccontract a p p l i e d ! 100 l b s . S i n g l e Super
phosphate/A 

Tax e s 
n i s c e l l a n e o u s 

3.(>Q 
.75 

• a.70 

Annw^l, <;9§t , 
INVESTMENT/ per A^re J n t e p e ^ t 

Land •soo.oo «M0.00 
F e n c e s 30.00 1.20 1.20 
Stand E s t a b l i s h m e n t -CIO yr> 

D i s c 1 X M.OO .HO • I S 
F e r t i l i z e r - MOO l b s . 

0-50-0 a p p l i e d p/a 17.00 1.70 .70 
I S l b s . P e l l e t e d Seed 15.00 1.20 .SO 
B r o a d c a s t seed 2.00 .20 .10 
Harrow or r i n a r o l l 2.00 .20 .10 

TOTAL <iSb7.00 • H.̂ O •M2.7S •M7.bS 

TOTAL COST PER ACRE PER YEAR •S(>.3S 

Cost p er AUM 

Cost p e r l b . g a i n a t 200 l b s * meat/acre 

$m.io 
.26 

*300 l b s . a p p l i e d e v e r y t h i r d y e a r . 
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