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The exotic brown marmorated stink bug, Halyomorpha halys, is a recent invader into the 
southeastern coastal plain of the U.S. where it poses a real threat to row and orchard crops.  
However, the potential for woodlands to serve as a source or sink for this pest is unknown within 
this region.  Additionally, there is no information regarding the vertical stratification of this pest 
(or many native stink bug species) on tall host plants in woodlands or on pecan trees in orchards.  
Thus, the seasonal occurrence of the brown marmorated stink bug and several native stink bug 
species in this region was examined via pheromone traps that capture adults and nymphs.  
Sampling in woodland habitats and pecan orchards was done using pheromone-baited traps 
placed at 0, 4.57, 9.14 and 13.71 m above ground. 

Contrary to earlier expectations, H. halys is capable of reproducing in the southern U.S. and is 
not a seasonal invader; overwintering adults have been captured and nymphs are commonly 
sampled.  Trap height does affect capture of H. halys, especially in woodlands where more were 
captured higher in trees.  In pecan orchards, vertical distribution of H. halys was more similar at 
different heights likely due to higher visibility of traps in orchards than woodlands.  Data from 
woodlands and orchards also revealed differences in seasonal occurrence and vertical 
stratification of several species of native stink bugs. 

These results indicate that monitoring of H. halys will be important to predict populations 
developing in/or moving into orchards.  Although products for control of this pest exist, timing 
of applications is not likely to be synchronous with applications directed toward native stink bug 
species. 
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