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1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Sixteen of the 17 properties proposed for inclusion in the County Lands for Food Production (CLFP) 

program were evaluated to assess their suitability for use as row crop farms or grazing land. The 17th 

property, the Camozzi/Landfill Site, is already being used for livestock production. Two additional 

properties that were also added to the program during preparation of this report, bringing the total of 

vacant properties that were evaluated to 18.   

 

Generally, the sites all have appropriate soils for agricultural use, but most of them lack infrastructure 

necessary for farming or grazing, such as a water supply and fencing. Of the 16 vacant properties, only 

two have water sources. Developing water on the remaining sites would be prohibitively expensive, 

although adjacent landowners could potentially utilize a few of the sites if they could provide water.  

 

Some of the parcels are also constrained by physical and/or biotic features such as wetlands, dense tree 

cover, valley oak regeneration, and in a few are within potential habitat for the federally-listed 

endangered California tiger salamander (Ambystoma californiense).  

 

The primary reason that few of the vacant lands owned by County departments are suitable for farming 

or grazing is that most of the appropriate County properties already support such uses. Over 4,500 acres 

owned by Regional Parks, SCAPOSD and General Services are currently leased to local farmers and 

ranchers and are an important part of Sonoma County’s local food system. Almost all of these properties 

had water and fencing existing when County departments purchased them. In one case, the SCAPOSD 

paid to have a water well drilled, and several other cases the land is leased to an adjacent farmer or 

rancher who provides water from his or her own property. 

 

Future County property acquisitions that are intended for agricultural use should have water, fencing, 

access, power, and be of adequate size. Properties that will be used for farming should also be free of 

natural resources that may prevent this use. The presence of wetlands, state- or federally-listed plants 

or animals, and significant oak generation are among the natural resources that could be damaged by 

farming. These resources are generally less affected by livestock grazing, and in some cases may be 

enhanced by grazing, so this is less critical on parcels to be used for grazing. Densely wooded properties 

are not suitable for farming and are usually not appropriate for grazing. 

 

As part of the County lands property assessment, several vacant or partially vacant, properties owned by 

SCAPOSD were evaluated for use as an “incubator farm” for UCCE’s and Santa Rosa Junior College’s 

(SRJC) AGROpreneurship program.  

 

 



 

Property Assessment Lisa Bush CRM #18 
County Lands Project Page 2 

 

2.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
The County Lands for Food Production (CLFP) initiative was created by a team of Sonoma County 
Departments to bring vacant lands owned by organizations governed by the County Board of 
Supervisors (County departments) into food production through development of community gardens 
and leasing lands suitable for row crop and livestock production to local farmers and ranchers.  
 
County departments involved in this program include the University of California Cooperative Extension 
(UCCE), Department of Health Services (DHS), Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space 
District (SCAPOSD), Regional Parks, Sonoma County Water Agency, Agricultural Commissioner, and 
General Services. The program began in 2011 when these County departments established general 
criteria for suitable lands, developed an initial list of potential sites through a GIS search, and produced 
County Land for Food Production Recommendations and Next Steps, a report that provided background 
on the program, described selection criteria for parcels, and included basic information about each of 
the vacant parcels. 
 
The next phase of the CLFP consisted of detailed evaluations of each of the vacant parcels. This report 

describes the vacant potential farming and grazing parcels, provides an overview of other County lands 

that are currently used for food production, and provides criteria for future land acquisitions to be used 

for farming or grazing. 

3.0 EVALUATIONS OF COUNTY PARCELS FOR FARMING AND GRAZING 
Sixteen of the 17 subject properties were evaluated to assess their suitability for use as row crop farms 

or grazing land. The 17th property, the Camozzi/Landfill Site, is already being used for livestock 

production, as described in Section 3.0 of this report. 

3.1 METHODS 

Personal interviews, GIS data, soils data, planning and zoning documents, and site reconnaissance were 

used to determine if each of the potential CLFP properties are suitable for crop farming or livestock 

production. Evaluation involved analysis of physical features, existing infrastructure, and planning, 

physical, or biological constraints. 

 

GIS data and aerial photographs of each property were used to gain information about access, 

infrastructure, and biological features prior to site visits. Soils were evaluated based on published 

information in the Sonoma County Soil Survey (USDA 1972) and information available in the Natural 

Resources Conservation Service’s on-line Soil Data Mart. Zoning regulations were researched to 

determine if they would be constraints to farming or ranching on any of the properties. 

 

Interviews with County personnel responsible for these lands revealed numerous constraints, primarily 

related to lack of water supply. An interview with John Merget, Airport Property Specialist for the 

County of Sonoma, Transportation and Public Works Department divulged that, although Sonoma 

County General Services owns approximately 100 acres of land in the vicinity of the Sonoma County 

Airport, much of it must remain free of objects, including cattle, for air safety purposes (Personal 

communication John Merget).  
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Interviews also revealed that numerous County properties are already in use for farming and grazing, 

which helps to explain why there are so few vacant County properties that are suitable for agriculture. 

 

Finally, most of the potential farming and livestock production sites were visited to evaluate existing 

infrastructure, site access, and other attributes. 

3.2 COMMON CONSTRAINTS 

Most of the parcels lack necessary farming or grazing infrastructure, such as a water supply and fencing, 

or are constrained by physical and/or biotic features. Common site constraints are described below and 

are summarized in Table 1. 

3.2.1 WATER 

Of the 16 vacant properties that were the subject of this assessment, only one, the White Property, is 

equipped with a water source and partially equipped with water supply infrastructure. Most of the 

properties have no water source and would require development of a groundwater well, or, for 

properties within the jurisdiction of a municipal water system, a water hookup. In the case of a well, 

electricity would be required to pump water from the well and, in most cases, distribute it throughout 

the property. Either of these options would require a substantial investment, roughly in the range of 

$10,000 to $20,000 or more,1 which would likely dissuade potential farming or ranching tenants, unless 

and perhaps even if, they were guaranteed a long-term lease.2 The investment in developing a water 

source and possibly a power source would be especially difficult for tenants to bear on the smaller sites, 

where production and income would be limited by the size of the parcel. 

 

Some crops, such as tomatoes, potatoes, and grains can be dry farmed where soils are deep and moist 

late in the year, but suitable sites for dry farming often support wetlands. Generally, livestock cannot be 

raised without an on-site water source, although ranchers with small-scale operations may be willing to 

haul water to a site that supports a small number of animals.3  

 

Another option for properties that lack a water source is use by adjacent farmers or ranchers who can 

provide water from their neighboring property. 

3.2.2 WETLANDS  

The US Army Corps of Engineers (ACE) regulates the discharge of dredged and fill material, which is 

construed to include cultivation, into waters of the United States, including wetlands. Regulations 

require that a permit be obtained from the ACE, a time consuming and thus expensive undertaking, for 

such discharges. Regulations are complex, and a qualified professional with experience conducting 

                                                           
1 CalTrans paid $170,774 for a new 400’ deep, irrigation well with a 12” casing at the SCAPOSD’s Haruotunian 
North Proprty in 2012.  
2 The term lease is used generically to refer to any legal instrument including license agreements that may be used 
for land rental. 
3 The SCAPOSD leases several properties that lack water to small-scale ranchers who haul their own water.  
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wetland delineations should evaluate any site that may support wetlands to avoid Clean Water Act 

violations.  

 

Wetlands that occur in cultivated fields, such as where row crops have been consistently farmed for 

years, may be considered “farmed wetlands” by the ACE and generally can continue to be farmed as 

they have been in the past. However, conversion of wetlands with passive agriculture (grazing) use or 

that are fallow to cultivation would be considered a violation if ACE permits were not obtained (L. 

Macmillan personal communication) 

3.2.3 CALIFORNIA TIGER SALAMANDER 

Properties within the Santa Rosa Plain, such as the Todd Creek Channel parcel and possibly parcels near 

the Sonoma County Airport are within the Critical Habitat for California tiger salamander (Ambystoma 

californiense)(CTS) Santa Rosa Plain Unit, as designated by the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). CTS 

is listed as endangered under the Federal Endangered Spies Act, and is listed as a threatened species by 

the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG). Land uses that involve cultivation, trenching, and 

other soil disturbances that could be detrimental to CTS are regulated by these agencies. Initiation of 

farming could require costly monitoring to determine if CTS exists on specific parcels. 

3.2.4 DENSE TREE COVER 

Several of the potential grazing parcels are densely wooded and therefore not well suited to this land 

use. Although livestock grazing can be conducted in woodlands, forage value can be low and the 

potential for damage to biotic resources can be high, making these parcels poorly suited for grazing. 

 

 
Dense Riparian Vegetation at Mirabel/White Site 
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Table 1. Summary of features and constraints for CLFP proposed farming and grazing parcels 

SCWA Sites Acres Farming/

Grazing 

Road 

Access 

Water Power Fencing Topo Biotic 

Matanzas Reservoir 117+ G Yes No No Unknown Steep Unknown 

Mirabel/White 29.3 F Yes No No Some Level Wetlands, floodplain, riparian setback, valley oaks 

Old S-M Drive-In 16.53 F Yes No No No Level Riparian setback, possibly wetlands  

Upper Todd Channel 4.25 F Yes No No Yes Level Unknown, but could support wetlands and CTS 

Regional Parks Sites Acres Farming/

Grazing 

Road 

Access 

Water Power Fencing Topo Biotic 

Alder Park 3 F Yes No No Partial Level Riparian setback; many young valley oaks 

Bouverie Preserve 22.61 G Yes No No Partial Gently 

rolling 

Unknown 

Crane Creek Park 128.84 G Yes No Yes Yes Level-steep Crane Creek, young valley oaks 

Helen Putnam 255 G Yes Yes Unknown Partial Level-steep Unknown 

Shiloh Ranch 740+ G Yes Unknown Unknown Unknown Mostly 

Steep 

Densely wooded, other biotic constraints unknown 

Sonoma Valley Park 200+ G Yes No Unknown No Level-steep Wooded 

Stillwater Cove 97+ G Yes No Unknown No Steep Partially densely wooded 

General Services Sites Acres Farming/

Grazing 

Road 

Access 

Water Power Fencing Topo Biotic 

Airport Approach 20 G Yes No Unknown Yes Level Unknown 

Aviation Blvd. Lot 1.06 F Yes
4
 No No No Level None that are apparent 

Los Guilicos Small 

Parcel 

3-5.7+ F Yes Unknown Unknown Yes Level Unknown 

Windsor Small Lots 

1&2 

.42 x 2 

= .84 

F Yes No No Yes Level Young valley oaks 

SCAPOSD Sites Acres Farming/

Grazing 

Road 

Access 

Water Power Fencing Topo Biotic 

Sonoma Mountain 

Ranch 

211 G Yes Yes Yes Yes Level-

sloping 

Addressed in Grazing Plan prepared for SCAPOSD 

in 2010 

Young-Armos 45 G & F Yes Unknown Unknown Yes Level Wetlands and oak tree 

                                                           
4
 This site is accessed via Day School Place, which has a no tresspassing sign posted. It is not known if the County has legal access via this road. 
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3.3 INDIVIDUAL PARCEL EVALUATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Each of the 16 potential farming and grazing sites are described below. Zoning information was included 

in County Land for Food Production Recommendations and Next Steps. Zoning was not determined to be 

a limiting factor for any of these properties that have real potential for agricultural use. 

3.3.1 SCWA SITES 

MATANZAS RESERVOIR 

Use suggested in County Land for Food Production Recommendations and Next Steps. Grazing. 

Other appropriate food production uses. None. 

County Department. SCWA 

Supervisorial District. 1. 

Assessor’s Parcel Numbers. 049-130-006; 049-150-010; 049-060-054; 049-150-009 

Size in Acres. 59.4; 24.34; 30.89; 4.11 = 118.74 

Legal access. Through a locked gate on Bunnell Road, off of Grange Road. 

Water Source and Supply Infrastructure. There is no water source on site. 

Power. There is no power source on site. 

Fencing. Unknown. 

Topography. Hilly 

Soils. Predominantly Goulding cobbly clay loam, 5 to 15 % slopes. 

Biotic Issues. Much of the site is wooded; other biotic issues unknown. 

Recommendations and Next Steps. Only the northern parcel of about 59 acres might be 

suitable for grazing, but it lacks a water supply; if adequate fencing exists or could be 

constructed and a water supply could be developed by the SCWA, this portion could be utilized 

for grazing. If so, the SCWA should follow established leasing procedures to select a grazing 

tenant and execute a lease. 

MIRABEL/WHITE 

Use suggested in County Land for Food Production Recommendations and Next Steps. Farming. 

Other appropriate food production uses. Small-scale grazing; management of existing chestnut, 

quince and apple trees. 

County Department. SCWA 

Supervisorial District. 5 

Assessor’s Parcel Number. 110-280-022 

Size in Acres. 29.3 



 

Property Assessment Lisa Bush CRM #18 
County Lands Project Page 7 

 

 

Mirabel/White continued 

Legal access. There is a well-developed narrow gravel road from Westside Road down to the 

level part of the site, but large vehicles may not be able to turn around at the bottom of the 

road, unless a turn-around area was constructed. Additionally, the turn in from Westside Road 

does not have good visibility, which would need to be improved by widening the entrance, if 

possible. There is also drop off on one side of the entrance gate. 

Water Source and Supply Infrastructure. Water delivery infrastructure includes large filter and 

piping, the water source may be the Russian River. 

Power. There is power to the property, but it is not active. 

Fencing. Deer fence that surrounds at least a portion of the site needs some repair. Some areas 

are too overgrown to see the fence. There is chain link fencing between this parcel and the 

water agency parcel to the south. 

Topography. Mostly level, low lying, probably in flood plain, with two small knolls. 

Soils. A majority of soils are mapped in the Soil Data Mart 

(http.//soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/SSURGOMetadata.aspx) as Yolo sandy loam, overwash, 0 to 

5 % slopes; with smaller areas mapped as Alluvial land, sandy; Gold Ridge fine sandy loam, 30 to 

50 % slopes; and Suther-Laughlin loams, 15 to 50 % slopes. The Alluvial land, sandy, occurs on 

the banks of the Russian River at the northern end of the parcel, while the Yolo sandy loam 

occurs on the banks of the Russian River at the southern end of the parcel and in the uplands. 

The Gold Ridge fine sandy loam and Suther-Laughlin loams are found in the uplands. These soils 

have high fertility and are suitable for row crops, orchards, vineyards, and pasture. 

Biotic Issues. Documentation from the previous owner’s 2004 real estate advertisement shows 

that he had consulted with Lucy Macmillan, a Marin County wetlands consultant, about 

wetlands on the site. The property would need a wetland delineation to find out how much of it 

would be considered to be wetlands under the Army Corps of Engineers (ACE) definition. 

Because the cultivated farming ended some years ago, to restart this use in wetlands, an ACE 

permit would be needed. If the identified wetlands were not too extensive, a farmer may be 

able to avoid disturbing them. 

The property is adjacent to the Russian River, so part of it is within the “Russian River Riparian 

Corridor” as designated by the Sonoma County general Plan, which restricts cultivation within 

100 feet of the top of bank of the Russian River, although this can apparently be mitigated by 

preparation of an Agricultural Management Plan, which can be approved by the planning 

director or by obtaining a Use Permit. Also numerous ash and oak trees have invaded the 

previously open field. 

Recommendations and Next Steps. This site could be leased to a local farmer interested in 

managing the existing apple, quince and chestnut trees. The SCWA should work with UCCE to 

seek out interested parties and should follow established leasing policies if a suitable farmer is 

located. Otherwise, funding to: 1) prepare a wetland determination; 2) determine if the water 

system utilizes riparian water and the County’s rights to such water; and 3) obtain an ACE permit 

if needed. If funding can be found for these expenses, and the site proves to be farmable, then 

established leasing procedures should be used to select a farming tenant and execute a lease. 

http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/SSURGOMetadata.aspx
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OLD SONOMA-MARIN DRIVE-IN 

Use suggested in County Land for Food Production Recommendations and Next Steps. Farming. 

Other appropriate food production uses. None. 

County Department. Sonoma County Water Agency (SCWA). 

Supervisorial District. 2 

Assessor’s Parcel Number. 019-280-012 

Size in Acres. 16.53 

Legal access. This parcel is adjacent to Highway 101, with legal vehicular access. 

Water Source and Supply Infrastructure. The property does not have a water source. 

Power. There is no power. 

Fencing. The property is unfenced. 

Topography. Nearly level to very gently sloping; within the San Antonio Creek floodplain and can 

be flooded when the creek overflows due to heavy rainfall and/or high tides in San Pablo Bay.  

Soils. A majority of soils are mapped in the Soil Data Mart 

(http.//soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/SSURGOMetadata.aspx) as Zamora silty clay loam, 2 to 5 % 

slopes, with a very small area mapped as Zamora silty clay loam, 0 to 2 % slopes. These soils 

have high fertility and are suitable for row crops, orchards, vineyards, and pasture. 

Biotic Issues. Riparian setback per Biotic Resources Combining District. Part of the site is in the 

floodplain. 

Recommendations and Next Steps. The County is currently involved in a lawsuit, filed by 

someone who was injured in an automobile accident on Highway 101 when the property was 

flooded. Michael Thompson of the SCWA advises against leasing the property while the lawsuit 

is underway. Once the lawsuit is resolved, a portion of the site, outside of the riparian setback, 

could be leased for dry farming of potatoes, tomatoes, or other crops that can be successfully 

raised without irrigation.  The County General Services Department has established procedures 

for land leasing and those should be followed in selecting a tenant and executing a lease. 

 

A farmer would likely want to have the perimeter secured by fencing to avoid crop pilfering on 

this visible and accessible site, although fencing could be damaged by floodwaters. Safety 

concerns related to freeway traffic would prevent on-site produce sales. 

 

http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/SSURGOMetadata.aspx
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UPPER TODD CREEK CHANNEL 

Use suggested in County Land for Food Production Recommendations and Next Steps. Farming. 

Other appropriate food production uses. Community garden. 

County Department. SCWA 

Supervisorial District. 3 

Assessor’s Parcel Number. 044-101-063 

Size in Acres. 4.25 

Legal access. Access is via Delores Lane and the SCWA access road.  

Water Source and Supply Infrastructure. The property does not have a water source. 

Power. There is no power. 

Fencing. The property is fenced. 

Topography. The site is level. 

Soils. Soils are mapped in the Soil Data Mart 

(http.//soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/SSURGOMetadata.aspx) as Clear Lake clay, 0 to 2 % slopes. 

Biotic Issues. Potential wetland and CTS issues would need to be explored. 

Recommendations and Next Steps. This site is not recommended for farming due to costs of 

wetland and CTS evaluation, and the site’s lack of water. 

 

 

http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/SSURGOMetadata.aspx
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 REGIONAL PARKS SITES 

ALDER PARK 

Use suggested in County Land for Food Production Recommendations and Next Steps Farming. 

Other appropriate food production uses. None. 

County Department. Regional Parks. 

Supervisorial District. 1 

Assessor’s Parcel Number. Unknown. 

Size in Acres. 3.0 

Legal access. From Kenilworth Avenue. 

Water Source and Supply Infrastructure. There is no water source on site. 

Power. There is no power source on site. 

Fencing. Parcel boundaries are fenced. 

Topography. The site is level. 

Soils. Zamora silty clay loam, 0 to 2 % slopes. 

Biotic Issues. Riparian setback along Sonoma Creek and numerous young oak trees. 

Recommendations and Next Steps The lack of water, oak regeneration on the north side of the 

road, and small size make this property unsuitable for farming. The current use of horse pasture 

appears to be managing herbaceous fire fuels and should be continued. 

 

 
Valley Oak Trees at Alder Park 
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BOUVERIE PRESERVE 

Use suggested in County Land for Food Production Recommendations and Next Steps. Grazing. 

Other appropriate food production uses. None. 

County Department. Regional Parks. 

Supervisorial District. 1 

Assessor’s Parcel Number. 054-160-022 

Size in Acres. 22.61 

Legal access. From Sonoma Highway. 

Water Source and Supply Infrastructure. None. 

Power. None. 

Fencing. The boundary if fenced along Sonoma Highway, Aurora Lane, and a portion of the 

northeastern boundary line. 

Topography. Level to gently rolling. 

Soils. Tuscan cobbly clay loam, 0 to 9 % slopes; Red Hill clay loam, 2 to 15 % slopes; Goulding 

cobbly clay loam, 5 to 15 % slopes; Red Hill clay loam, 15 to 30 % slopes; Goulding cobbly clay 

loam, 15 to 30 % slopes. 

Biotic Issues. None that are apparent, but should be investigated. 

Recommendations and Next Steps. Audubon Canyon Ranch (ACR) manages this property as 

part of their adjacent Bouverie Preserve. Although the property is small, it has good potential 

for grazing if ACR is interested in conducting a grazing program on site in conjunction with their 

adjacent property, and if water could be provided. Some new fencing would need to be 

constructed and existing fencing repaired, especially along Sonoma Highway. Regional Parks 

should contact ACR to explore possible grazing on this site. 

 

 
Bouverie Preserve Grasslands 
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CRANE CREEK PARK 

Use suggested in County Land for Food Production Recommendations and Next Steps. Grazing. 

Other appropriate food production uses. None. 

County Department. Sonoma County Regional Parks 

Supervisorial District. 1 

Assessor’s Parcel Number. 047-251-003 

Size in Acres. Size in Acres. 128.84 

Legal access. Via Pressley Road 

Water Source and Supply Infrastructure. There is no water on the site. 

Power. There is no power source on the site. 

Fencing. Fencing remaining from a previous grazing operation is largely intact. 

Topography. Level to sloping. 

Soils. Small area of Goulding cobbly clay loam, 5-15 % slopes at the southern tip of property; 

Goulding -Toomes complex, 9-50 % slopes in disk golf area; a swath of Alluvial land, sandy 

surrounding Crane Creek; and smaller areas of Raynor clay, seeped, 2-15 % slopes; Spreckles 

loam, 5-9 % slopes and Spreckles loam, 9-15 % slopes. 

Biotic Issues. Young oak trees would need protection from livestock. 

Recommendations and Next Steps. Portions of this property may be suitable for limited grazing, 

if Regional Parks is interested in trying to establish this use, given the site constraints listed 

below. If Regional Parks considers grazing on this site, a grazing plan and possibly a resource 

survey should be prepared. Sheep grazing could occur in the western part of the site, and sheep 

or cattle grazing could be conducted in the eastern part of the site then established leasing 

procedures should be used to select a grazing tenant and execute a lease. 

 

Constraints 

1. Lack of a water source would prevent grazing by anyone other than an adjacent neighbor who 

has a water source on contiguous property.  
 

2. A portion of the site is occupied by a disk golf course, and cattle would rub against and 

damage the disk baskets. Sheep grazing would be compatible with disk golf, but could deplete 

the native wildflowers, as sheep preferentially graze broadleaved plants over grasses. The 

neighboring sheep rancher could run sheep on the site if interested, but would need to provide 

water, fencing, and possibly other predator controls. 
 

3. Existing cross fencing is configured such that livestock would have access to Crane Creek, 

which could degrade riparian vegetation and water quality. New fencing would need to be used 

to manage livestock, which for sheep, would either have to be electrified net fencing or very 

secure woven-wire fencing to protect against predation by dogs, coyotes, and wildcats.  

Guard dogs may also be needed to protect sheep from predators. 
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HELEN PUTNAM PARK 

Use suggested in County Land for Food Production Recommendations and Next Steps. Grazing. 

Other appropriate food production uses. None. 

County Department. Regional Parks. 

Supervisorial District. 2 

Assessor’s Parcel Number.  

Size in Acres. 39.6; 171; 45.25 = 255.85 

Zoning. OSP; PF B7; OSP 

Legal access. From Chileno Valley Road and Oxford Court. 

Water Source and Supply Infrastructure. The stock pond that remains from when the property 

was a ranch (now called the Frog Pond), could be used as a water source for livestock, but a 

water distribution system would need to be developed. 

Power. Unknown. 

Fencing. Most of the boundary is fenced and fencing is in fair to good condition. 

Topography. Level to steep. 

Soils. All Goulding cobbly clay loam, 15 to 30 % slopes and Goulding cobbly clay loam, 30 to 50 % 

slopes; except for very small area of Toomes rocky loam, 30 to 75 % slopes. 

Biotic Issues. Young oaks could be damaged by grazing. A resource survey might reveal others. 

Recommendations and Next Steps. This site has good potential for grazing. If Regional Parks is 

interested in pursuing this use, a resource survey and a grazing plan should be prepared. The 

grazing plan should include recommendations for infrastructure development, natural resource 

protection, and minimizing potential conflicts between recreational and grazing uses. It should 

also specify which parts of the property would be best suited for grazing. Established leasing 

procedures should be used to select a grazing tenant and execute a lease. 

 

 
Stock Pond at Helen Putnam Park 
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SHILOH RANCH PARK 

Use suggested in County Land for Food Production Recommendations and Next Steps. Grazing 

Other appropriate food production uses. None. 

County Department. Regional Parks. 

Supervisorial District. 4 

Assessor’s Parcel Number. 067-260-032; 079-150-030 

Size in Acres. 691.56; 153.87 = 845.43 

Legal access. Off of Faught Road. 

Water Source and Supply Infrastructure. Unknown. 

Power. Unknown. 

Fencing. Unknown. 

Topography. The site is level to steep. 

Soils. NA – the site is not suitable for grazing. 

Biotic Issues. Most of the site is forested, other biotic issues are unknown. 

Recommendations and Next Steps. The steep, forested hills are poorly suited to grazing. The 

cost of developing a grazing plan, water and fencing outweigh the benefits of grazing. 

SONOMA VALLEY PARK 

Use suggested in County Land for Food Production Recommendations and Next Steps. Grazing. 

Other appropriate food production uses. None. 

County Department. Sonoma County Regional Parks. 

Supervisorial District. 1 

Assessor’s Parcel Number. 054-150-011; 054-150-012 

Size in Acres. 138.81; 69.30 = 208.11 

Legal access. Via Sonoma Highway. 

Water Source and Supply Infrastructure. Unknown. 

Power. Unknown. 

Fencing. Limited. 

Topography. Most of this site is fairly steep. 

Soils. Over 50 % is Spreckles loam, from 2-30 % slopes; with Red Hill clay loam, 15-30 % slopes; 

Riverwash; Goulding cobbly clay loam, 5-15 % slopes; Tuscan cobbly clay loam, 0-9 % slopes; and 

Los Robles gravelly clay loam, moderately deep, 0-5 % slopes. 

Biotic Issues. Most of the site supports fairly dense oak woodlands, others unknown. 

Recommendations and Next Steps. Grazing is not a suitable use of this site due to dense 

woodland over most of this property, generally steep topography, and lack of grazing 

infrastructue.  
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STILLWATER COVE PARK 

Use suggested in County Land for Food Production Recommendations and Next Steps. Grazing. 

Other appropriate food production uses. None. 

County Department. Regional Parks. 

Supervisorial District. 5 

Assessor’s Parcel Number. 109-060-006 - also includes 003, 007, 008,  009, and 011 

Size in Acres. Size in Acres. ~97 

Legal access. Via State Highway 1. 

Water Source and Supply Infrastructure. There is no water supply available for grazing. 

Power. Unlikely. 

Fencing. The property is unfenced. 

Topography. Gentle to very steep 

Soils. Bluff side - Baywood loamy sand, 2 to 9 % slopes; and Baywood loamy sand, 9 to 30 % 

slopes. North of Highway 1 - Baywood loamy sand, 9 to 30 % slopes; Empire-Caspar complex, 9 

to 50 % slopes; Mendocino sandy clay loam, 30 to 50 % slopes; Maymen gravelly, sandy loam, 30 

to 50 % slopes; Caspar sandy loam, 15 to 30 % slopes; and Hugo very gravelly loam 50 to 75 % 

slopes. 

Biotic Issues. Roughly half of the property that is north of Highway 1 is forested, and the 

remaining property south and west of Highway 1 has about 50% tree cover. 

Recommendations and Next Steps. The lack of fencing and a water supply, forest cover, and 

steep slopes on much of the site make this property generally unsuitable for grazing. The bluff 

side, to the south and west of Highway 1, could be grazed if a rancher could supply his or her 

own water and portable fencing, although this option would likely be unattractive to most 

ranchers. A resource survey and/or grazing plan should be prepared if Regional Park sis 

interested in pursuing grazing on this site, then established leasing procedures should be used 

to select a grazing tenant and execute a lease. 
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3.3.1 GENERAL SERVICES SITES 

AIRPORT APPROACH 

Use suggested in County Land for Food Production Recommendations and Next Steps. Grazing. 

Other appropriate food production uses. None. 

County Department. General Services. 

Supervisorial District. 4 

Assessor’s Parcel Number. 164-170-014 and 015 

Size in acres. 10; 10 = 20 

Legal access. Via Sanders Road. 

Water Source and Supply Infrastructure. There is no water on site, but reclaimed water could 

be delivered to the site. 

Power. Unknown. 

Fencing. The site is fenced. 

Topography. This site is level. 

Soils. Huichica loam, 0 to 2 % slopes; Huichica loam, ponded, 0 to 5 % slopes. 

Biotic Issues. Unknown. 

Recommendations and Next Steps. This site lacks water and is too small for grazing.  

AVIATION BOULEVARD LOT 

Use suggested in County Land for Food Production Recommendations and Next Steps. Farming. 

Other appropriate food production uses. None. 

County Department. General Services. 

Supervisorial District. 4 

Assessor’s Parcel Number. 059-271-062 

Size in Acres. 1.04 

Legal access. Via Day School Place 

Water Source and Supply Infrastructure. There is no developed water source on the property, 

which is within the Town of Windsor. Windsor Public Works Department records show an 8” 

lateral to the property from the 12“ water main. A request would have to be made to the Town 

of Windsor for water, which could be granted or denied. A connection would tap into the 

existing 8” lateral, then downsize to 1”. The connection for a 1” pipe would cost $11,960, a 

water meter would cost $420, and the non-residential use would require a backflow preventer 

for about $7,000. Water cost would be additional. A well would cost about the same amount. 

Power. There is no on-site power 

Fencing. The site is unfenced 

Topography. The site is level. 
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Aviation Boulevard Lot continued 

Soils. A majority of soils are mapped in the Soil Data Mart 

(http.//soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/SSURGOMetadata.aspx) as Zamora silty clay loam, 2 to 5 % 

slopes, with a very small area mapped as Clear Lake clay, ponded, 0 to 2 % slopes. The Zamore 

soils have high fertility and are suitable for row crops, orchards, vineyards, and pasture. 

However, a site inspection revealed asphalt residue in one area, which may indicate that the site 

has had fill added to the native soil. 

Biotic Issues. None that are apparent. 

Recommendations and Next Steps. The lack of water and small size make it inappropriate for 

farming. The high cost of developing water for only one acre of land does not make economic 

sense. 

LOS GUILICOS SMALL PARCEL 

Use suggested by 1st District County Supervisor. Farming. 

Other appropriate food production uses. None. 

County Department. General Services. 

Supervisorial District. 1 

Assessor’s Parcel Number. 051-020-025 (portion) 

Size in Acres. Assessed portion 3.1 acres, entire parcel 5.68 acres 

Legal access. From Highway 12 or Pythian Road. 

Water Source and Supply Infrastructure. Unknown. 

Power. Unknown. 

Fencing. Fences. 

Topography. This site is level. 

Soils. Los Robles gravelly clay loam, 0-2 % slopes. 

Biotic Issues. Unknown. 

Recommendations and Next Steps. Water, power, and biotic resources should be evaluated. If 
there are no constraining biotic resources, there is adequate on-site water for farming and a 
source of power (if needed), General Services should use established leasing procedures to 
select a farming tenant and execute a lease. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/SSURGOMetadata.aspx
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WINDSOR SMALL LOTS 1 AND 2 

Use suggested in County Land for Food Production Recommendations and Next Steps. Farming. 

Other appropriate food production uses. None. 

County Department. General Services. 

Supervisorial District. 4 

Assessor’s Parcel Number. 066-250-019; 066-250-016 

Size in Acres. .42 each; total .84 

Legal access. From a small lane off of Windsor Road. 

Water Source and Supply Infrastructure. None existing - would need water hookup from SCWA. 

Power. None. 

Fencing. Surrounded by tall chain link fencing. 

Topography. This site is level. 

Soils. NA – the site is not suitable for farming. 

Biotic Issues. Young valley oak trees on site. 

Recommendations and Next Steps. The lack of water, small size, and presence of young valley 
oaks on at least one of these parcels make this site unsuitable for farming.  
 

 
Airport Parcel 
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3.3.2  SCAPOSD SITES 

SONOMA MOUNTAIN RANCH 

Use suggested in County Land for Food Production Recommendations and Next Steps. Grazing. 

Other appropriate food production uses. None. 

County Department. Regional Parks. 

Supervisorial District. 1 

Assessor’s Parcel Number. 136-190-008; 136-190-016; 136-190-003 

Size in Acres. 282.55 

Legal access. From Sonoma Mountain Road. 

Water Source and Supply Infrastructure. There is water on the site. 

Power. There is power on the site. 

Fencing. The site is fenced. 

Topography. Level to rolling hills. 

Soils. Included in the Sonoma Mountain Ranch Grazing Plan that was prepared for the SCAPOSD 

in 2010. 

Biotic Issues. Included in Grazing Plan. 

Recommendations and Next Steps. This site is appropriate for grazing and grazing should be 

initiated based on recommendations included in the Grazing Plan. The site will be transferred 

from the SCAPOSD to Regional Parks, and either agency can initiate the process of obtaining a 

grazing tenant through established procedures. 
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YOUNG/ARMOS 

Use suggested by SCAPOSD. Farming and grazing. 

Other appropriate food production uses. None. 

County Department. SCAPOSD. 

Supervisorial District. 3. 

Assessor’s Parcel Number. 045-163-033; 045-163-045 

Size in Acres. 45 

Legal access. From Snyder Lane. 

Water Source and Supply Infrastructure. There is an old well on the site, but its functionality is 

unknown. 

Power. There is no power on the site. 

Fencing. The site is fenced. 

Topography. Level. 

Soils. Huichica loam, shallow, ponded 0 to 5% slopes and Clear Lake clay, 0 to 2% slopes 

Biotic Issues. Included in Grazing Plan. 

Recommendations and Next Steps. This site is appropriate for grazing and grazing should be 

initiated based on recommendations included in the Grazing Plan. The site will be transferred 

from the SCAPOSD to Regional Parks, and either agency can initiate the process of obtaining a 

grazing tenant through established procedures. 
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4.0 COUNTY LANDS CURRENTLY USED FOR FOOD PRODUCTION 
The primary reason that few of the vacant lands owned by County departments are suitable for farming 

or grazing is that most of the appropriate County properties already support such uses. Over 4,500 acres 

owned by Regional Parks, SCAPOSD and General Services are currently leased to local farmers and 

ranchers and are an important part of Sonoma County’s local food system. Almost all of these properties 

had water and fencing existing when County departments purchased them. In one case, the SCAPOSD 

paid to have a water well drilled, and several other cases the land is leased to an adjacent farmer or 

rancher who provides water from his or her own property. 

4.1 TOLAY RANCH REGIONAL PARK 

This 1,737-acre park, the former Cardoza Ranch, supports cattle grazing through a license agreement 

with a long-time Sonoma County beef rancher. This property was in ranching under private ownership 

until it was purchased by the SCAPOSD in 2005, and ranching infrastructure such as fencing and water 

sources have been maintained so that a large capital outlay was not needed to prepare the site for the 

grazing tenant. 

4.2 TAYLOR MOUNTAIN RANCH 

A local dairy and beef rancher has grazed this 1,106-acre property for many years. The recently 

completed Taylor Mountain Preserve Master Plan calls for continued grazing on the site. When this site 

was purchased by the SCAPOSD, it was equipped with fencing and water sources needed for grazing, 

although infrastructure upgrades are needed. Grazing will continue when property ownership is 

transferred to Regional Parks. 

4.3 POFF RANCH 

The same family that managed this property as a dairy in the early 1900s runs beef cattle on this 1,235-

acre site. When this site was purchased by the SCAPOSD, it was equipped with fencing and water 

sources needed for grazing, although infrastructure upgrades are also needed on this site. 

4.4 MONTINI PROPERTY 

Approximately 98 acres of this 152-acre site, owned by SCAPOSD continue to be grazed by one of the 

Montini family members. Water is provided from adjacent property still owned by the Montinis. 

4.5 HO PROPERTY 

This SCAPOSD property totals 30 acres, and 12 are leased to a vegetable farmer who provides water 

from her adjacent farm. The remaining 18 acres will likely be put back into grazing by an adjacent 

rancher who can provide livestock water. 
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4.6 OKEN PROPERTY 

This 76-acre property is owned by SCAPOSD and is leased to an adjacent rancher for grazing. The 

rancher provides water from his property. 

4.7 HAROUTUNIAN NORTH PROPERTY 

This 18-acre site, owned by the SCAPOSD, is farmed by Tierra Vegetables and also supports a popular 

farm stand. The SCAPOSD developed the water well so that this site could be farmed. Recent highway 

work by CalTrans affected the well, necessitating development of a new well.  

4.8 SONOMA MOUNTAIN NORTH SLOPE PROPERTIES 

This site includes the former 168-acre Jacobs Ranch and the 226-acre Cooper Property. An adjacent 

rancher grazes cattle on portions of the property. Water sources and fencing were exiting when the 

properties were purchased by the SCAPOSD. 

4.9 LANDFILL/CAMOZZI PROPERTY 

General Services owns this 131-acre site that the Camozzi family grazes as part of their dairy operations. 

The property is fenced and includes a stock pond for cattle water. 

4.10 AIRPORT PARCELS 

General Service owns about 100 acres in the vicinity of the Sonoma County Airport. Approximately 33 of 

these 100 acres are appropriate for grazing and are either currently being grazed or will soon be leased 

to a local rancher who provides his own water. Another 30 plus acres are being held for a solar project. 

Most of the remaining airport properties cannot have any objects, including livestock, on them for 

safety reasons. 
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5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE ACQUISITIONS AND INCUBATOR FARM 

5.1 CRITERIA FOR FUTURE COUNTY LAND PURCHASES TO BE USED FOR FOOD 

PRODUCTION 

County departments acquire land for a variety of reasons other than for food production. When possible 

however, if future land acquisitions have necessary infrastructure and other attributes compatible with 

agricultural uses, they will have a greater potential to be used for farming or grazing. The following list 

includes essential and desirable features for future acquisitions. 

 

1. Water. Any land to be used for food production should have an adequate, developed water source 

on site for the expected use. Water sources can include wells, developed springs, reservoirs and 

stock ponds,5 and SCWA or other water provider hookups. Normally, deep irrigation wells, reservoirs 

and water provider hookups are needed for row crop farming, as springs do not generally yield 

enough water for irrigation. Grazing is less water intensive, and any type of water supply can usually 

provide adequate water for grazing animals, especially if storage tanks are used. 

 

2. Fencing. Livestock production requires that all property boundaries be securely fenced to prevent 

animals from leaving the site. Interior, or cross fences, are needed in some cases. Fencing should be 

in good condition to avoid costly replacement or repairs. 

 

3. Access. Properties should have road access to and into the site, with an adequate on-site area for 

trucks to turn around. Year-round access is preferable. 

 

4. Power. A power supply is required for operating water pumps on wells and possibly for distributing 

water from reservoirs. Running power to properties that lack a power supply can be very costly.  

 

5. Property Size. Minimum parcel sizes of 20 acres for farming and 100 acres for grazing are 

recommended. 

 

6. Biotic Issues. Properties that will be used for farming should be free of natural resources that may 

prevent this use. The presence of jurisdictional wetlands,6 state- or federally-listed plants or animals, 

and significant oak generation are among the natural resources that could be damaged by farming. 

These resources are generally less affected by livestock grazing, and in some cases may be enhanced 

by grazing, so this is less critical on parcels used for grazing. Densely wooded properties are not 

suitable for farming and are usually not appropriate for grazing. 

                                                           
5
 Reservoirs and stock ponds should be registered with the State Water Resources Control Board. 

6 Wetlands under the jurisdiction of the ACE. 
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5.2 AGROPRENEURSHIP INCUBATOR FARM FOR YOUNG FARMERS AND RANCHERS 

As part of the County lands property assessment, several vacant or partially vacant, properties owned by 

SCAPOSD were evaluated for use as an “incubator farm” for UCCE’s and Santa Rosa Junior College’s 

(SRJC) AGROpreneurship program. The SCAPOSD’s 45-acre Young-Armos property between Santa Rosa 

and Rohnert Park appears to be a suitable site for this use. 

 

The AGROpreneurship program, currently underway, educates and trains aspiring ranchers and farmers 

for agricultural careers. Participants receive training in business skills, work experience in ranching 

production and business management, and access to land and financing. Ten master farmers and 

ranchers have pledged their support to this program and will provide side-by-side mentoring/internship 

opportunities. The rigorous AGROpreneurship program will culminate in graduates producing a business 

plan for their own farming and ranching businesses and their certification demonstrating their mastery 

of critical management and technical skills.  

 

A critical component of this program is to provide an “incubator farm” where participants have a small 

plot of their own to raise crops while being mentored by a master farmer. The Young-Armos property 

has been identified through the CLFP program as a suitable site for such a farm. UCCE and SCAPOSD are 

currently planning for needed improvements to get this site ready for use.
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