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Survey

13% response rate, 156 dairies



Demographics
Dairies Feeding NO By-Products:

18 dairies, 11.5%
6,240 lactating cows (15 dairies)



Demographics

Coastal/Northern California Herd Size:
Average: 279 lactating cows/dairy
Smallest: 70 lactating cows/dairy
Largest: 600 lactating cows/dairy
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Dairies Feeding NO By-Products:
18 dairies, 11.5%
6,240 lactating cows (15 dairies)



Coastal/Northern California Herd Size:
Average: 279 lactating cows/dairy
Smallest: 70 lactating cows/dairy
Largest: 600 lactating cows/dairy

San Joaquin Valley Herd Size:
Average: 690 lactating cows/dairy
Smallest: 400 lactating cows/dairy
Largest: 1,200 lactating cows/dairy
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Demographics
Dairies Feeding NO By-Products:

18 dairies, 11.5%
6,240 lactating cows (15 dairies)



Dairies Feeding By-Products:
138 dairies, 88.5%
195,276 lactating cows (131 dairies)
1,490 lactating cows/dairy

80%, 109 dairies

Demographics
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Demographics



Dairies Feeding By-Products:
138 dairies, 88.5%
195,276 lactating cows (131 dairies)
1,490 lactating cows/dairy

Herd Breed Break-down:
Holstein herds = 69%
Jersey herds = 3%

80%, 109 dairies

Demographics



Management Practices



Management PracticesManagement Practices





Yes, 75%

No, 22%

Not Sure, 3%

138 responses





Monthly, 
16.5%

Quarterly, 
15.5%

When a 
problem 
arises, 
46.6%

Quarterly + 
Problem, 8.7%

Other, 
12.7%

103 responses





123 responses

Nutritionist determines the values 80%
Book/published values 18%
Supplier/broker provides the values 12%
Historical farm values 11%
Other: "trial and error" 1%





Availability 82%

Quality of material delivered 69%

Variability in load quality delivered 50%

Molds, yeasts, other undesirable products 47%

Variability in load moisture content 43%

Ability to feed wet-products in a timely manner 38%

Not getting what you paid for 35%

Storage 24%

133 responses



By-Products Fed



By-Products Fed
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58 Unique By-Products 

Reported



What’s Next?



Formulating rations (theoretically) with and without 
by-products
– Environmental and Economic benefits of feeding by-

products to…

the dairy industry, other ag industries (source of by-
products) and California

What’s Next?



• Dairy producers 
for answering our 
survey

• CDRF for funding

Project Team
Ed DePeters

Jim Fadel
Dan Sumner

THANK YOU!



Jennifer Heguy 
jmheguy@ucdavis.edu
(209)525-6800

Thank You!

Golden State Dairy Management Conference, March 4, 2020, Modesto

http://ucdavis.edu

