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Maximum temperature projections
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Precipitation projections
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California

Intensity:

DO Abnomally Dry
D1 Moderate Drought

D2 Severe Drought

USDA
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- D3 Extreme Drought
- D4 E xceptional Drought
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2012-2016 as “trial run” for future
multi-year droughts
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Case studies

Case studies
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Key findings

* Water managers unprepared for the environmental
consequences of drought

* Minimum water allocations for the environment
were frequently curtailed

* Population declines of sensitive species

* Water allocated for endangered species had limited
impact on water supplies

e California’s system for tracking water use and
availability is inadequate for managing freshwater
ecosystems



Conclusion

Climate trends and recent drought offers glimpse
into California’s future

We recommend policy changes that:

* Strengthen drought planning
* Improve water accounting

* Establish environmental water budgets



.




