CHECKING AN INSTANT-READ THERMOMETER’S ACCURACY 

(analog type only):

Bumping or dropping the thermometer can knock it out of calibration, so it's a good idea to check its accuracy from time to time. The easiest way to do so is to fill a glass with a mixture of half water, half ice, and stir it around for a few seconds. Insert the thermometer stem into the ice-water and wait for the needle to stop moving. If it reads anything but 32°F, you need to recalibrate.

Calibrating an Instant-Read Thermometer (analog type only):

To recalibrate, you must leave the stem immersed in the ice-water bath as described above. Use a small wrench (sometimes one is included with the thermometer) to loosen the nut behind the dial. Then rotate the dial face until the 32°F mark is directly beneath the needle, then re-tighten the nut.
