
NCPN-Grapes Tier II  
Teleconference Minutes 
December 5, 2019 
 

Present: Eric Amberg, Phil Freese, Marc Fuchs, Scott Harper, Deborah Golino Dustin Hooper, Bob 
Martin, Tim Martinson, Steve Mudd, Wenping Qiu, Dennis Rak, Vicky Scharlau, Rhonda Smith, Liz 
Vavricka, Fritz Westover (Non-committee members present: Maher Al Rwahnih, Kristen Farrar, Karl 
Krist, Dave Prokrym, Erich Rudyj, Sarah Trujillo) 

Approval of Minutes: The February 1, 2019 minutes were approved after a motion from Marc Fuchs and 
a second from Steve Mudd. 

NCPN Updates: Erich Rudyj provided an update on the NCPN RFP which was open for 12 weeks and 
closed on October 18, 2019. The NCPN-Governing Board met November 19-21 to review the proposals. 
A record number of 32 proposals was received (normally 25 to 30 are submitted). The total requested 
funding for grapes was approximately $1.6 million, which was requested from five centers (UC Davis, 
Washington State University, Cornell University, Missouri State University, and a combined proposal 
from Florida A & M University and North Carolina State University). There is been an increase to $7.5 
million of funding available; approximately $7.15 million will be allocated for the agreements while 
USDA will retain 5% for overhead. Funding decision announcements will be made in 2020 as they are 
currently going through the process of approvals. When requesting an increase in funding, the following 
five activities considered: 1. basic NCPN core activities; 2. special initiatives; 3. deeper center 
development or the addition of new crops; 4. reimagining the structure of NCPN as it develops from a 
program into an organization; and 5. administrative costs. Other highlights from the Governing Board 
meeting include development of a statement to establish an additional NCPN-Berries center in response 
to the current succession issues. In addition, the Governing Board developed statement of core 
functions of the network, which include: 1. clean-up of public cultivars; 2. focus on cultivars that are 
developed by state or public breeding programs; and 3. proprietary varieties for use in the US.  

Center Updates: Deborah Golino offered an idea for consideration. In the past NCPN-Grapes held 2-day 
annual meetings that included scientific discussions of substantial issues such as diseases, therapy, 
disease management, etc. We had recently discontinued the two-day meetings because other venues 
were available to discuss these matters. However, we could have an additional meeting during the year 
to discuss technical issues of common interest if the committee saw a benefit to doing so.  

Cornell – Marc Fuchs: Marc hosted a regulatory meeting of the Governing Board in the spring and 
found that was a very good opportunity to be involved with sharing visionary ideas with board 
members. At the Cornell center, they are focusing on importing varieties of interest to the East Coast 
industry (primarily hybrids), diagnostics, and indexing. They also received approval to release imported 
winegrape varieties from Germany. 

Clean Plant Center Northwest – Scott Harper: Scott reported that CPCNW released 34 varieties into 
the foundation which currently contains approximately 400 cultivars. They are working on retention 
testing of 74 cultivars and everything in the grape program is in good shape.  



Midwest Center – Wenping Qiu: Wenping reported that they have finished testing the foundation 
vineyard and found one vine with grapevine vein clearing virus which was removed. Wenping was 
invited to give a presentation to the North American Grape Breeders Program which was a good 
opportunity for outreach. They are now using PCR to detect GVCV. Wenping supports the idea of having 
a scientific meeting to discuss matters of interest to the committee. 

Foundation Plant Services – Deborah Golino: Deborah reported that the summer to fall testing of the 
Russell Ranch Vineyard (RRV) resulted in discovering grapevine red blotch virus is at a 7% infection rate 
in RRV. Therefore, FPS will not be distributing wood from RRV until further notice. There has been no 
loss of material within “clonal families” and cuttings are still being sold from the Classic Vineyard 
Foundation. The issue has been discussed with the industry and the best option moving forward is to 
maintain the most important selections in a greenhouse. FPS is looking into building a 0.6-acre 
greenhouse on site.  

Committee membership/Elections – Kristen Farrar: Kristen provided an update on the committee 
terms that are expiring at the end of 2019. Fritz Westover, Bob Martin, Rhonda Smith, David Johnson, 
Josh Kress, and Gary McAninich are stepping down and we thank them for their service. Deborah Golino, 
Dennis Rak, Dustin Hooper, Vicky Scharlau, and Tim Martinson have terms that are up, but they are 
willing to continue. Kristen has solicited nominations from the committee. New nominees and members 
with terms expiring will go through an election process to be completed by the end of the year. 
Nominations for the regulatory positions will be forwarded to NCPN management for consideration with 
the National Plant Board.   

Discuss in-person meeting: February 7, 2020 at Foundation Plant Services – Deborah Golino: Deborah 
shared information about the annual meeting that has been distributed with registration information to 
the group via email. Suggested agenda items were requested; a draft agenda will be sent out in early 
January.  

Other business: There was no other business.  

The meeting was adjourned at 10:58. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Kristen Farrar 

 

 


