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In the late 1960s and early 1970s, three ranches were subdivided in the hills above Cazadero. 

Most properties are 40 acres, held individually, two of the three ranches by members of ranch 

associations. The region, close to the Pacific Coast at Fort Ross, was susceptible to fire due to 

past logging and its residual slash as well as unusually hot and dry weather. These extreme 

conditions resulted in the Creighton Ridge fire of 1978 that burned more than 11,000 acres and 

destroyed 64 homes in the region.  

In response to the deforestation and loss of cover, work crews planted trees for several years with 

State of California assistance. The concept put forward by the state was to establish a forest of 

ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa) which would serve as ‘nurse trees’ to allow volunteer 

Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii) and redwood (Sequoia sempervirens) trees to fill in, 

allowing removal of the pines. Approximately one million pines were planted. At this time, these 

trees are about 40 and still growing densely and forming a forest.  

This paper addresses the connection between the Creighton Ridge fire and the Coast Ridge 

Community Forest. Despite ongoing restoration and forest management efforts, fuel load is 

excessive and the area is at high risk of catastrophic wildfire. Individual landowners lack the 

resources to manage their properties effectively for fire and extreme weather conditions. We will 

look at how landowners are working together as a group, focusing on community-scale land 

management issues. We will also review the potential benefits of a Programmatic Timber 

Environmental Impact Report to mitigate the impacts of the pine plantations while creating 

maximum benefits to the people and ecosystems of the affected watersheds.  
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