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In August 2014, Humboldt County acquired 1,000 acres of forestland from Green Diamond 

Resource Company to establish a community forest southeast of Eureka in the Ryan Creek 

watershed.  The McKay Community Forest will follow the Arcata Community Forest model of 

managing for multiple values including environmental stewardship, sustainable timber harvest, 

and recreation.  The property was acquired with federal and state funds in collaboration with The 

Trust for Public Land and the City of Eureka.  The decision by the Humboldt County Board of 

Supervisors to accept the property followed a two and a half year period of evaluation and 

planning during a challenging economic period (post-recession recovery).  This due diligence 

process focused on gauging community desires and interests; analyzing the road network and 

upgrade needs; ensuring conformance with the General Plan; projecting timber growth and yield; 

and developing long-term financial projections and preliminary management 

objectives.  Projections for revenues and costs have been developed based on the assumption of 

no new encumbrance to the County General Fund.  Continuation of a working forest is essential 

to financial viability, and success will depend on active public involvement in a variety of forms 

including trail building and maintenance, trail clean-up, volunteer patrols, restoration activities, 

advisory support, and educational programs.  Timber harvest revenues will likely need to be re-

invested into the property for up to 30 years to provide for development of trails and access 

points and upgrades of logging roads.  Acquisition of this property begins the long-term 

transition from an abrupt urban/industrial timber boundary to a more continuous interface, as 

well as a shift in silviculture practices toward thinning and selection harvest methods to create 

uneven-aged or multi-aged stands. 

  

This case study will discuss the geographic and social factors that led to the opportunity for 

creating a community forest and the roles of the primary organizations involved.  Humboldt 

County’s evaluation process leading up to the acquisition will be reviewed, and planning efforts 

currently in progress to integrate the community forest into the existing neighborhoods and 

infrastructure will be presented. 

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                           


