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Application Narrative:

1.
Summary of the proposal.  The researcher is part of a multistate research group studying 4-H and the Development of Social Capital. She is the only researcher in Maine. Other members of the team are seeking their own state’s IRB approval for their part of the study. This proposal is for the researcher’s work in Maine with Maine populations. 

The quantitative social capital survey will explore social capital assessment to determine the level of social capital, both at the individual level and in the community. The questions on the survey will be informed by existing research on the factors that relate to development of social capital, including the ongoing work of researchers and practitioners at the University of Minnesota. Multistate research project partners in California have already piloted the use of the youth social capital survey, Our Community, developed at the University of Minnesota (Chazdon, et al, n.d.) as a way to triangulate across data. 

At a recent convening of researchers and partners in Madison, Wisconsin, the group studied results of those initial efforts and concluded that the approach is valid and appropriate but needs refining and a larger pilot. One of the purposes for this study is to test whether the questions are appropriate for this age group; we cannot test the questions on human subjects until we receive approval for a study. Our team will continue to change wording of the questions without changing the substance of the study. The researcher believes that 4-H’ers understand the concepts of belonging and other words used in the questions because 4-H uses them as part of the program (the meaning of head, heart, hands, and health is belonging, mastery, generosity, and independence – so 4-H’ers learn this at a young age). The team will work with the University of Minnesota team on revising, piloting, verifying the youth social capital survey. We have formed a partnership with the University of Minnesota team and they will conduct the analysis of the survey results. The adult survey, to be used with the community stakeholders, has already been validated by the University of Minnesota (Chazdon, et al, n.d.). 

Piloting with 50 youth in Maine will strengthen the youth social capital survey to develop an effective and valid instrument and will prepare us for the next step in the multistate research, which will scale up to include youth involved in 4-H programs in over 20 states. At that time, the researcher will submit another Human Subjects proposal.

The attached survey will be piloted by the researcher in Maine with up to 50 youth total from the following counties – Penobscot, Piscataquis, Oxford, Cumberland, Androscoggin/Sagadahoc, Waldo, Somerset, and Knox/Lincoln. A youth assessment survey with questions related to self-reported instances of bridging and bonding trust will be administered to several 4-H club sites throughout Maine. The survey totals sixteen (16) pages with 5-6 questions per page and consists of questions that are answered by yes/no responses and/or scale of strongly disagree to strongly agree. The survey is designed to take less than twenty minutes in time. A copy of the survey is attached.

2.
Personnel.  Barbara A. Baker, University of Maine Assistant Extension Professor will be the PI. She has a Masters Degree in Education and is completing the required human subjects training. Experience with research with human participants includes two other studies at University of Maine from 2007 to present. Her role is the study and survey design, data interpretation, conducting surveys, and writing up results. 
3.
Participant recruitment.  Participants, boys and girls ages 14 to 19 years of age who are active participants in 4-H programs in Maine counties – Penobscot, Piscataquis, Oxford, Cumberland, Androscoggin/Sagadahoc, Waldo, Somerset, and Knox/Lincoln will be recruited. Youth will be recruited by direct person-to-person solicitation and by word of mouth by 4-H staff involved with the project. This recruitment will take place during the 4-H program year beginning in February and continuing through September of 2012. Enrolled members of every 4-H club program in these counties will be invited to take the survey. Out of a total number of youth participants in the club programs in the participating counties (1,500) the researcher estimates approximately 50 youth will take this survey and will welcome more. Youth will be excluded from completing the surveys if they are under 14 and over 19 years old. No other exclusions; youth who live in these communities and are interested in participating in the youth development program will be included even if more than 50 want to participate. Participation in the surveys is voluntary. Youth may choose to exclude themselves from participating in the surveys. Youth who participate in this program are in at least the eighth or ninth grade in an English-language school program and are able to complete a written survey in English. A Sample Script is attached.
4.
Informed consent.  Written consent will be obtained from both the participants’ assent and the consent of parents or legal guardians. A copy of the assent scripts and consent forms are attached.
5.
Confidentiality.  The surveys will be anonymous, which will protect subject safety. Survey date will be entered rapidly and any issues of concern that may arise based on written survey responses will be brought to the immediate attention of the research personnel involved (Barbara A. Baker) and the IRB. The data will be analyzed and stored at the University of Minnesota (UM) Cooperative Extension office of Community Vitality. UM will be conducting all of the data analysis and returning the results for interpretation to Barbara A. Baker. The demographics will be used to assure we have reached a diverse audience and for purposes of making a stronger survey instrument that will be applicable across geographic and demographic areas. We are seeking to create a survey instrument that reaches a large diverse base across all 4-H’ers nationally, to write about a small sample that could be possibly be identified by their unique qualities in a specific geographic area is not part of our purpose.
6.
Risks to participants.  The study involves a survey of participants regarding their connections to 4-H, their community and their families. The questions are related to youth self-assessing their levels of trust and connection to others, to their community and to 4-H and they may be viewed as sensitive questions. Because the questions may be considered sensitive, the 4-H leaders of the participants’ clubs will be alerted during orientation about the survey, local hot-line numbers will be available for counseling, and the researcher will be present after the survey to answer questions and concerns. The likelihood of injury (physical or psychological) from participating in this study is very low. Survey research is the most feasible means of collecting evaluation data for this project. Surveys will be anonymous and confidential. Paper data will be kept in a locked room to be unlocked only when researcher is present. Only the researcher will have access to the data. Adverse events are extremely unlikely, but in the event of an adverse event, the researcher will contact the IRB immediately and let them know and review next steps.
7.
Benefits. There is a possibility of a direct benefit to the subjects because the evaluation data will be used for program quality improvements. Data will be analyzed to provide feedback to the program sites for improving 4-H programs. In addition, a broader benefit to youth is possible because the researcher intends to publish the results and make recommendations regarding youth programming particularly as it relates to opportunities for youth to create social capital through community engagement. If a young person drops out of the program and no longer participates, he or she might not receive a direct benefit if the results had not yet been acted upon to make changes to improve the program. This program evaluation involves very little risk to the subjects and benefits are possible if the results help to improve the program or to inform future programming in Maine or nationwide.
8.
Compensation:  No expenses to the subjects, other than their time to fill out the survey. This evaluation will occur as part of a youth development program in which the youth participate; participants will not receive compensation.

Attachments: Sample recruitment script, assent scripts, consent forms, and copy of survey

SAMPLE Recruitment Script for recruiting 4-H club members via their Leader:

(Barbara A. Baker) To the 4-H club leader:
Maine 4-H is part of a multi-state research study called 4-H and Development of Social Capital, a study designed to find youth benefits from opportunities with community engagement.   

One of the goals of your 4-H project is to develop social capital among the 4-H program participants.  To determine whether the program is meeting this goal, I will use a survey that we would like your club members (ages 14 – 19 years old) to complete and return to us.  The survey instrument is called Looking at Our Community.  It will take approximately 20 minutes to complete. If you agree, your members would complete the instrument at your next 4-H club meeting and turn it in to me, the project director. 

Do you have club members you think would benefit from taking this survey? Would I be able to attend your next club meeting to administer the survey, after getting parent/guardian permissions?

(Club Leader) To the 4-H club members (ages 14 to 19 years old): 

Next meeting, a person from the University of Maine 4-H program would like to ask you some questions about your 4-H project. First we will ask your parent/guardian their permission, but we want to know if you are interested.  They want to find out how this project has improved your social skills.  It will take about 20 minutes of your time to do this survey. It will take place in your 4-H club meeting and you can stop taking it at anytime. Are you interested in doing this?
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Dear Parent/Guardian:

Your son/daughter has been invited to participate in research study, 4-H and Development of Social Capital, designed to find youth benefits from community engagement.  This study is being conducted by Barbara Baker, Assistant Extension Professor, University of Maine.
One of the goals of the project is to develop social capital among the 4-H program participants.  To determine whether the program is meeting this goal, we have developed a survey that we would like your child to complete and return to us.  The survey is called Looking at Our Community.  It will take approximately 20 minutes to complete. If you agree, your child would complete the survey at one of the local 4-H club meetings and turn it in to the project director. 

Here are some sample questions about the projects: 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (fill in a number from 1=strongly disagree to 6=strongly agree).

	
	Strongly
Disagree
	Disagree
	Slightly Disagree
	Slightly Agree
	Agree
	Strongly Agree

	a.    If we had a family emergency, there are people who live nearby that we could ask for help (like with shopping, child care, taking care of a pet, cooking meals, or other things).
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	b.    I have good friends in the area where I live.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	c.    My immediate family helps me feel a sense of belonging.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	d.    I trust people of other religious beliefs.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


The survey is anonymous; the survey does not ask for the name of your child.  When finished, your child will place his/her completed survey in a box face down. I will enter survey answers into a computer then destroy the surveys. The data will be kept indefinitely in the database. All reports and publications from this study will be about groups not individuals.
Please understand that your child’s participation is voluntary and he/she may stop at any time. He/she may skip any question he/she does not wish to answer. Your child could become uncomfortable answering some of the questions. I will be available to answer questions or concerns. There are, however, potential benefits are that he/she might gain insight into his/her program experience. The overall benefit of the study is for understanding progress towards national goals, such as the authentic and meaningful engagement of young people in programs and groups where they have influence and make decisions..
Contact Information: If you should have any questions about this research project, please feel free to contact: Barbara A. Baker at 207-942-7396 or barbara.baker@maine.edu. 

If you have any questions about your rights as a research subject, please contact Gayle Jones, Assistant to the University of Maine’s Protection of Human Subjects Review Board at 207-582-1498 or by email: gayle.jones@umit.maine.edu
Parent’s Permission Form

4-H and Development of Social Capital
I have read and understand the letter requesting my child’s participation in the 4-H and Development of Social Capital research project by completing the Looking at Our Community Instrument.

Name of Child (please print):  ____________________________________________________
Please mark one box, sign, and return this form.

                My child has my permission to complete the instrument.

 
   My child does NOT have my permission to complete the instrument.

Parent or Guardian’s Name (PLEASE PRINT)

Parent or Guardian’s Signature

______________
Date

Minor’s Assent Form

4-H and Development of Social Capital
We are asking you to complete a survey about your 4-H club projects.  Your parents have already given their permission, but we want to get yours.  We want to know how these projects have improved your social skills in the community (called social capital).  It will take about 20 minutes of your time to do this survey.  Here are some sample questions about your project: 
Show us how much you agree with the statements by filling in the circle that matches your answer at the top of the columns.
	
	Strongly
Disagree
	Disagree
	Slightly Disagree
	Slightly Agree
	Agree
	Strongly Agree

	a.    If we had a family emergency, there are people who live nearby that we could ask for help (like with shopping, child care, taking care of a pet, cooking meals, or other things).
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	b.    I have good friends in the area where I live.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	c.    My immediate family helps me feel a sense of belonging.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	d.    I trust people of other religious beliefs.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


Your name will not be on the survey.  If you don't want to participate, you do not have to, you may also start, but decide to stop at any time, and you may skip any questions you do not wish to answer.
Do you understand?  Is this OK? If so, please complete the form below.

Name (Please Print)

Signature
Date

Dear 4-H’er:

You have been invited to participate in a research study, 4-H and Development of Social Capital, designed to find youth benefits from community engagement. This study is being conducted by Barbara Baker, Assistant Extension Professor, University of Maine.  

One of the goals of the project is to develop social capital among the 4-H program participants.  To find out whether the program is meeting this goal, we developed a survey that we would like you to complete and return to us.  The survey is called Looking at Our Community.  It will take about 20 minutes to complete. If you agree, you would complete the instrument at one of the local 4-H club meetings and turn it in to the project director. 

Here are some sample questions about the projects: 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statements? 
	
	Strongly
Disagree
	Disagree
	Slightly Disagree
	Slightly Agree
	Agree
	Strongly Agree

	a.    If we had a family emergency, there are people who live nearby that we could ask for help (like with shopping, child care, taking care of a pet, cooking meals, or other things).
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	b.    I have good friends in the area where I live.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	c.    My immediate family helps me feel a sense of belonging.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	d.    I trust people of other religious beliefs.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


The survey is anonymous; the survey does not ask for your name. When finished, you will place the completed survey in a box face down. I will enter survey answers into a computer then destroy the surveys. The data will be kept indefinitely in the database. All reports and publications from this study will be about groups not individuals.
Your participation is voluntary and you may stop at any time. You may skip any question you do not wish to answer. You could become uncomfortable answering some of the questions. I will be available to answer questions or concerns. There are potential benefits for example; you might gain insight into your program experience. The overall benefit of the study is for understanding progress toward national goals, such as the authentic and meaningful engagement of young people in programs and groups where they have influence and make decisions.
Contact Information: If you should have any questions about this research project, please feel free to contact: Barbara A. Baker at 207-942-7396 or barbara.baker@maine.edu. 
If you have any questions about your rights as a research subject, please contact Gayle Jones, Assistant to the University of Maine’s Protection of Human Subjects Review Board at 207-582-1498 or by email: gayle.jones@umit.maine.edu
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Looking at Our Community
       Version 5 Youth: (insert community)                


Instructions:

1. This survey will take approximately 20 minutes to complete.

2. There are no right answers.

3. Please read each question carefully and mark your answers clearly in the space provided. Please write legibly and fill in the circles completely where appropriate.
4. To ensure complete confidentiality, please do not write your name anywhere on the survey.
5. Filling out this survey is strictly voluntary and you can choose not to complete the survey.

6. Even if you start filling out this survey, you do not need to complete the survey if you choose to stop at any time.
7. Your responses will be combined with the responses of others in your community into a profile that identifies community strengths and community weaknesses.

Copyright © 2009, Regents of the University of Minnesota.  All rights reserved.

	1. 
To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? (fill in a number from 1=strongly disagree to 6=strongly agree).


	
	Strongly
Disagree
	Disagree
	Slightly Disagree
	Slightly Agree
	Agree
	Strongly Agree

	a.   When my family or I need extra help with daily tasks (like shopping, childcare, meals, rides to school or appointments), there are people who live nearby that we can count on for support.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	b.   In the area where I live, I help people out with daily tasks (like helping with chores or homework, giving rides or other small acts of kindness), and I can count on them to help me.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	c.   If we had a family emergency, there are people who live nearby that we could ask for help (like with shopping, child care, taking care of a pet, cooking meals, or other things).
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	d.   If someone who lives near me has an emergency (such as a serious illness, a death in their family), other people in the area would get together to help them.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	e.   Someone new to where I live would find it easy to make friends.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	f.    Someone new to my school would find it easy to make friends.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	g.   I have good friends in the area where I live.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	h.  I have good friends at my school.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	
	Strongly
Disagree
	Disagree
	Slightly Disagree
	Slightly Agree
	Agree

	i. I have good friends in my 4-H club.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	j. When my family or I need some extra help, we can count on someone in 4-H to help with daily tasks (like shopping, childcare, meals, rides to school or appointments).
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


	2. What gives you a sense of community or a feeling of belonging?  Choose your level of agreement or disagreement with the following statements (fill in a number from 1=strongly disagree to 6=strongly agree or 9=does not apply).


	
	Strongly
Disagree
	Disagree
	Slightly Disagree
	Slightly Agree
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Does not apply

	a. My immediate family helps me feel a sense of belonging.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	b. My friends help me feel a sense of belonging.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	c. People with whom I worship help me feel a sense of belonging.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	d. People at my school help me feel a sense of belonging.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	e. Being with people who share my ethnic background helps me feel a sense of belonging.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	e. Being with people who share my ethnic background helps me feel a sense of belonging.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	f. Being with people who share my interests help me feel a sense of belonging.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	g. People I have met online on the computer help me feel a sense of belonging.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


	
	Strongly
Disagree
	Disagree
	Slightly Disagree
	Slightly Agree
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Does not apply

	h. My extended family helps me feel a sense of belonging.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	i. The people I participate in 4-H with give me a feeling of   belonging.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	j. The people at my workplace help me feel a sense of belonging. 
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


	3.
We all trust different people and groups to different degrees.  Choose your level of agreement with the following statements about trust (fill in a number from 1=strongly disagree to 6=strongly agree or 9=does not apply).


	
	Strongly

Disagree
	Disagree
	Slightly Disagree
	Slightly Agree
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Does not apply

	a.  I trust my family members who live nearby.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	b.  I trust my friends who live nearby.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	c.  I trust the people on my block or who live nearby.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	d.  I trust the people that I choose to eat lunch with at school.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	e.  I trust people at my place of worship.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	f.   I trust people in the same clubs or activities as me.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	g.
I trust people who don't share my cultural, racial or ethnic background.


	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	h.  I trust people of other religious beliefs.


	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	i.  I trust people new to the area.

  
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	j.  I trust the people who own & work at the places I shop.


	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	k. I trust people in local law enforcement. 
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	l.  I trust the school teachers who teach in the local schools.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	Strongly

Disagree
	Disagree
	Slightly Disagree
	Slightly Agree
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Does not apply

	m.  I trust the nurses and doctors that work in the local medical

       offices and hospitals. 
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	n. I have a trustworthy media source for local news.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	o. I trust local government officials.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	p. I trust state government.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	q. I trust schools in the community.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	r.  I trust the hospitals & health clinics in my community.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	s.  I trust social service organizations in the community.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	t.  I trust faith-based organizations in the community.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	u.  I trust my place of worship.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	v.  I trust people who don’t speak my language well.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	w.  I trust people in 4-H.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	x.  I trust the 4-H program in my community.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	y.  I trust other youth organizations and programs in the community
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	z. I trust my 4-H leader(s).
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


4.  In the past month, how often have you had contact with the following categories of people in the community?  (fill in a number from 0=none to 5=five or more times or 9=don’t know)

	
	
None
	Once
	Twice
	
Three times
	
Four times
	Five or more times
	
Don’t
Know

	a.   In the past month, how often have you spent at least 15 minutes interacting directly with…people much older than you?
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	b.   In the past month, how often have you spent at least 15 minutes interacting directly with…people who have a different religion than you?
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	c.   In the past month, how often have you spent at least 15 minutes interacting directly with…people of a different racial or ethnic background than you?
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	d.   In the past month, how often have you spent at least 15 minutes interacting directly with…people whose families are much less wealthy than yours?
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	e.   In the past month, how often have you spent at least 15 minutes interacting directly with…people with disabilities?
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	f.    In the past month, how often have you spent at least 15 minutes interacting directly with…people whose families are much wealthier than yours?
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	g.    In the past month, how often have you spent at least 15 minutes interacting directly with …people whose first language is different from yours?
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	h.   How much has your participation in 4-H assisted with these contacts?
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


5.  We all have different ways of contributing to the community.  Choose your level of agreement with the following statements about ways you make a difference (fill in a number from 1=strongly disagree to 6=strongly agree or 9=does not apply).





   

	
	Strongly

Disagree
	Disagree
	Slightly Disagree
	Slightly Agree
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Does not apply

	a.    I believe I can make a difference by helping out my circle of closest friends   
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	b.
I believe I can make a difference strengthening social clubs or groups.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	c.
I believe I can make a difference helping newcomers get involved in groups or organizations.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	d.
I believe I can make a difference helping community institutions (like schools, hospitals, city government) do a better job meeting people's needs.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	e.
I believe I can make a difference helping institutions outside the community (like schools, hospitals, and government in other communities, regional or state agencies) do a better job meeting people's needs.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	f.   I believe I can make a difference by helping out my family.  
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	g.  I believe 4-H has helped me make a difference in my community or neighborhood.  
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


6.  How many times in the past twelve months have you participated in your community in the following ways?
(fill in a number from 0=no times to 5=five or more times)

	
	

None
	

Once
	

Twice
	
Three times
	
Four times
	Five or more times

	a.
Attended any public meeting in which there was discussion of school or other local affairs.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	b.
Attended a political meeting or rally.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	c.
Attended any club or organization meeting.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	d.
Hosted or visited the home of a non-family member you consider to be a community leader?
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	e.
Joined together with others in your community to address an issue.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	f.
Donated money, goods, or services to a charity?
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	g.
Participated in a self-help or support group.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	h.
Tried to get your local government to pay attention to something that concerned you.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	i.
Organized a community effort (like collection of food for food shelf, fundraiser for someone in need).
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	j.
Attended an ethnic or hometown association gathering
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	k.
Translated for people so they could interact with a local organization or participate in a local meeting.  
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	l. How many times was your attendance/participation/involvement/ joining or organizing above connected to your 4-H participation?
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


7. Many obstacles keep people from becoming as involved in their community as they would like.  Choose your level of agreement with the following statements (fill in a number from 1=strongly disagree to 6=strongly agree or 9=does not apply).

	
	
Strongly
Disagree
	

Disagree
	
Slightly Disagree
	
Slightly Agree
	

Agree
	
Strongly Agree
	Does Not Apply

	a.
Conflicting time demands are an obstacle to my involvement.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	b.
Personal health concerns are an obstacle to my involvement.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	c.
Lack of information or not knowing where to begin is an obstacle to my involvement.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	d.
Feeling unwelcome is an obstacle to my involvement.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	e.
Feeling that I can’t make a difference is an obstacle to my involvement.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	f.
Feeling unsafe is an obstacle to my involvement.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	g.    Resource issues like associated costs and transportation are obstacles to my involvement.
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(


8.  What is your zip code? _____________

9.  About how long have you lived in this community?  ________________ years.

10. About how long have you lived at the same location in the community?  ________________ years.












       

11. How would you describe your own health?







12. Please write in your age as of your last birthday.   _____________ years

13. What is your gender? 

14. How would you describe your race/ethnicity?
  (fill in yes or no for each category)

15. Were you born in the United States?

16. What grade are you in?


	(
	1 Year

	(
	2-3 Years

	(
	4-5 Years

	(
	6-7 Years

	(
(
	8 Years or more

Not a 4-H Member


17. About how long have you been a member of 4-H?  

	(
	Yes

	(
	No


18.  Do you have a parent or guardian that serves on a board or committee?  

	(
	< 2years

	(
	2-4 Years

	(
	5-7 Years

	(
	8-10 Years

	(
	10 Years or more


19.  How many years have you been involved in 4-H Community Service Activities? 

20.  During the past 12 months, approximately how many 4-H Community Service Activities have you been involved with in your community?  

	(
	One

	(
	Two

	(
	Three

	(
	Four

	(
	Five or more 

	(
	None


21. In what county do you reside?  _______________________________
	22. Do you have a parent or parents born outside of the United States?                    (  Yes 

                                                                                                                    (  No
23.  Besides 4-H, what other types of leadership opportunities have you participated in?  

       Mark all that apply or “None” if you did not participate in any of these.  

	Student

Government
	School Club Officer
	Faith Based Youth Leader
	Youth Program Club

Leader
	Other, Specify

__________
	None

	O
	O
	O
	O
	O
	O


Thank you for participating in the Looking at Our Community survey!

Your help is appreciated!

Parent Letter for 4-H and Development of Social Capital





Consent Form for Project Outcomes Instrument





(�
9th�
�
(�
10th�
�
(�
11th�
�
(�
12th�
�
(�
Other ______________  (grade)�
�






(�
Yes�
�
(�
No�
�






�
Yes�
No�
�
White or Caucasian�
(�
(�
�
Black or African American�
(�
(�
�
Asian or Asian American�
(�
(�
�
American Indian�
(�
(�
�
Hispanic/Latino�
(�
(�
�






(�
Female�
�
(�
Male�
�






(�
Very good�
�
(�
Good�
�
(�
Fair�
�
(�
Poor�
�
(�
Very poor�
�












Letter for 4-H youth 18 years and older


4-H and Development of Social Capital
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