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FALL DEWORMING CONSIDERATIONS

Cattle are put through the squeeze chute in the Fall for a variety of reasons and one of the common procedures performed is
to deworm them, or "give them a 'wormer". This may be the primary reason for pushing the cattle through the chute or
simply an "add-on" to the main reason, such as pregnancy testing, weaning, or vaccinating. There are a number of
considerations that are important relative to this deworming decision and I will try to discuss a few of the more important
ones in this month's column.

Important Parasites. Which parasites are really a problem for your cattle? This will vary from herd to herd and from one
area of California to another. For some areas, such as permanent pasture, mountain meadows, or moist coastal areas,
lungworms are a major concern while in other areas such as desert rangelands lungworms may not be problem at all. The list
below, groups the major parasites for consideration. This grouping has practical value because certain classes of drugs work
on these different types of parasites more or less effectively.

Major Cattle Parasite Groups

Intestinal Roundworms
Lungworms
Liver Flukes

Grubs (heel fly larva)
Lice, Horn flies, & ticks (ectoparasites)

Cattle Tapeworms
Coccidia (coccidiosis)

Talk with your veterinarian about which of these parasites are most important for your cattle going into the Fall and Winter
seasons. Also, the importance of these groups of parasites will vary for different classes of cattle. For young cattle, control of
coccidia and lice will be more important than for adult cattle. Fecal egg counts can be used to identify the types and numbers
of parasites in your cattle and is of primary value for identifying intestinal worms, tapeworms, and coccidia. Some of the
parasite groups do not cause much damage to the cattle (or economic loss to you), such as the cattle tapeworms. Specialized
tests are needed to identify some parasites such as lungworms and liver flukes. Your veterinarian can advise you on the
importance of these tests for your cattle. Some parasites such as flies and lice can be easily visualized and tests are not
required for identification.

Drug Activity. Are the parasites of concern in your herd killed by the drug(s) you are administering? The anti-parasite drugs
vary in their activity against these parasites. No single drug kills all the parasites in all the groups listed above. The drugs
effective against the coccidia, tend to be only effective against these organisms and not the other groups. There are currently
two drugs useful against liver flukes (Valbazen© and clorsulon, part of Ivomec-F©) so if liver flukes are a main
consideration for Fall deworming be sure to include one of these products in the treatment. Some drugs are very broad in
their spectrum of activity, such as ivermectin (Ivomec©) and doramectin (Dectomax©), which are effective against intestinal
roundworms, lungworms, grubs, lice, mites, and horn flies. Others have a narrow spectrum such as clorsulon, which is
effective against liver flukes. This consideration is a particularly important one and should be discussed with your
veterinarian as it relates to cost:benefit considerations.

Timing of Administration. When is the best (or worst) time to give the drug? Timing can change the effectiveness of your
deworming program tremendously. Administration of drugs to kill grubs given too late in the season can cause damage to
your cattle, for example. Additionally, one of the goals of parasite control is to clean up cattle so they are not shedding
parasite eggs when they go onto clean pastures or ranges-preventing parasite egg buildup on the pastures. Therefore, time the
deworming to coincide with movement of cattle so they will be "clean" when put onto new pastures. This will decrease
future parasite egg buildup in the cattle's environment.

Persistence of Drug's Effect. How long after administration is the drug still effective? Some drugs continue to kill parasites
for many days to weeks after they are given. Be sure to check out this aspect of the dewormer. This characteristic of the
drug's action can also be helpful in keeping pastures free of parasite eggs.

Route of Administration. What is the best way to administer the dewormer(s)? These products come as oral boluses (pills),
oral liquids, oral paste, rumen injections, pour-ons, feed additives, and subcutaneous injections. Pick the method that works
the best for you and your cattle. Also, consider the total costs of administration, including the stress of the animals. For
Quality Assurance considerations, the fewer injections, the better for the consumer and the industry.

Chuteside Safety. Some of the products can have serious health consequences for the administrator (or a chuteside
bystander) if an accident happens or if used in an unsafe manner. Latex gloves may be necessary or recommended for some
products because contact with your skin may be harmful. Be sure to read the precautions on the label carefully and make
sure this product will be the best fit for your operation.

Withdrawal Time. All of these products will have a withdrawal time on the label. That is the time after administration
before the animal can be sold for slaughter. If some of your cattle will sold after working them (and deworming them) be
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sure the product(s) you chose will have a withdrawal time that fits your plans.

Cost:Benefit. After all the above considerations have been made, be sure to pencil out the cost factors. You want the drug(s)
you chose to provide you with the best response, with the least hassle and risk, and for a competitive price.

Talk these decisions over with your veterinarian, to make the best decision for your cattle and yourself. The dewormers are
not all the same and what works best for your neighbor may not be good for you. The drugs effective against coccidia are
quite different from the dewormers and will be considered in next month's column.
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