
EASTSIDE RANGE TOUR 

Kay 1, 1958 

So Wc Thurber, farm advisor 
i n cooperation w i t h 

W, S. Orvis & Sons, Farmington 
Bob Brunker, Knights Ferry 
D o l l i n g Bros.^, La Grange 

RANGE FERTILIZATION TRIALS ^ --̂-̂  --̂  -•-^r-;-

Range f e r t i l i z a t i o n t r i a l s were e s t a b l i s h e d i n three areas of the eastside of the 
county i n the f a l l of 1957. One t r i a l was on the ¥. S. Orvis and Sons "Snow** ranch. 
Another t r i a l knoxm as the Brunker t r i a l was es t a b l i s h e d on Rancheria Del Rio E s t a n i s 
laus and one was es t a b l i s h e d on the D o l l i n g Brothers ranch a t La Grange. The purpose 
of these t r i a l s was t o determine approximate r a t e s of f e r t i l i z e r t o use on range land 
as w e l l as what f e r t i l i z e r t o use i n these three areas t o get the best r e s u l t s f o r the 
money. The idea was t o harvest these p l o t s f o u r times d u r i n g the growing season t o 
determine the i n d i v i d u a l a c t i o n of the various m a t e r i a l s used and when and how much 
growth occurred. Because of extremely wet c o n d i t i o n s , i t was impossible t o harvest 
these p l o t s the l a s t of January 1958. 

The f i r s t c l i p p i n g of the Orvis p l o t was February 27, 1958. The second c l i p p i n g 
of t h i s p l o t was March 28 and the t h i r d c l i p p i n g was A p r i l 25. These p l o t s were put 
on w i t h a 10 f o o t easy-flow spreader. I n h a r v e s t i n g these p l o t s we used a 42 inch 
mower t o be sure we were i n the center of each treatment and were not g e t t i n g i n t o the 
over-lapping area near the edges of the treatment. 

I n the f o l l o w i n g charts you w i l l n o t i c e the green weights per acre. Sixteen ran
dom grab samples were made i n each s t r i p a t each harvest. These samples were used t o 
d e t e r m i n e the percentage moisture i n the f o r a g e a t t h a t time o f harvest. These s a m 

ples were weighed green, placed i n an oven a t 60 degrees centigrade f o r 24 hours and 
reweighed. Many of these moistures on our f i r s t harvestings were q u i t e high because 
the p l o t s were a c t u a l l y harvested i n the r a i n . 

The Brunker p l o t s have been harvested twice ? f i r s t on March 13, second on A p r i l 
24» Results of the c l i p p i n g s are attached. 

The D o l l i n g p l o t was harvested on March 6 and again on A p r i l 10. Results of 
these harvests are attached. At le a s t one more harvesting i s scheduled f o r each p l o t . 

These t r i a l s w i l l be conducted f o r a t l e a s t two more years, 

GOAT GRASS (Aegilops t r i u n c i a l i s ) 

This has become a serious range pest i n t h i s area. At t h i s time i t has not yet 
put out seed head, however, i t can be recognized and i s growing q u i t e p r o f u s e l y i n 
much of the area i n t h i s l o c a l i t y . The c a t t l e do graze t h i s grass i n i t ' s v e g e t a t i v e 
stage before the seed head appears. This seed head has long awns equipped w i t h q u i t e 
v i c i o u s barbs and the c a t t l e w i l l not eat i t a f t e r t h i s head appears. I t i s e a s i l y 
recognized i n the l a t e s p r i n g when the n a t i v e grasses mature and t u r n brown. The Goat 
grass w i l l remain green f o r 2 t o 3 weeks longer than the r e s t of the n a t i v e grasses. 
These seed heads w i l l break o f f and f a l l down next t o the p l a n t s and unless they are 
packed around by the animal, w i l l not be blown much by the wind. Therefore, the next 
years growth w i l l form a s o l i d stand of Goat grass and w i l l exclude many of the d e s i r e -
able species. 
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W. S, Orvis & Sons - Range F e r t i l i z e r T r i a l 

1st C l i p p i n g i n pounds green weight per acre 

Clipped - Feb. 27, 1958 
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Pounds Gree 
20000 

Wto Per Acre Orvis Range F e r t i l i z a t i o n T r i a l 
.3rd C l i p p i n g - A p r i l 25, 1958 
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Pounds 
Green Weight 
Per Acre 
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D o l l i n g Range F e r t i l i z e r T r i a l 

1st C l i p p i n g - March 6, 1958 
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Pounds Green 
Per Acre 

P o l l i n g Range F e r t i l i z e r T r i a l 
2nd C l i p p i n g - A p r i l 10, 1958 
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Acre 

Kancheria Del Rio Estanislaus 
Range F e r t i l i z a t i o n T r i a l 

1st Clipping - March 13, 1958 
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Pounds Green Wt, Per Acre 
20000 

Brunker Range F e r t i l i z e r T r i a l 

2nd Clipping - April 24, 1958 
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