
FALL PURCHASED WEAKER CALVES ON IRRIGATED PASTURE 
Ge r a l d H a l l Ranch - Capay 

OBJECT 

The s t u d y had two o b j e c t i v e s . One was t o 
compare t h e economics o f b u y i n g c a l v e s i n 
the f a l l and f e e d i n g them f o r c o n t i n u o u s 
g r o w t h . The second was t o f u l l supplement 
th e c a t t l e on p a s t u r e and s e l l them f o r 
s l a u g h t e r . The c a t t l e were s o l d i n June 
as f e e d e r s so the second o b j e c t i v e was n o t 
f u l f i l l e d , 

PLAI^I 

T h i s s t u d y was conducted on t h e G e r a l d 
H a l l r a n c h i n Capay. T h i s r a n c h has a 
good b a r n and d r y l o t w i t h w a t e r and f e e d 
bunks. The 35 acres o f i r r i g a t e d p a s t u r e 
i s d i v i d e d i n t o four f i e l d s . 

On September 23, 1961 90 head o f 400 l b . 
c h o i c e c a l v e s were r e c e i v e d . The c a l v e s 
were a l l f r o m t h e same ra n c h and were p r i 
m a r i l y H e r e f o r d w i t h some Angus-Hereford 
and S h o r t h o r n - H e r e f o r d c r o s s e s . 

The c a l v e s were f e d i n t h e d r y l o t f o r t h e 
f i r s t t h r e e weeks. They were sprayed f o r 
f l i e s and grub c o n t r o l and f e d an a n t i 
b i o t i c supplement. 

The s t a r t e r r a t i o n f e d p er head p er day 
was 1 l b . supplement c o n t a i n i n g 300 mg. 
a n t i b i o t i c , 7 l b s . hay (1/2 a l f a l f a , 1/2 

Sudan) . 

Throughout t h e w i n t e r t h e c a l v e s were sup
plemented w i t h 2 l b s . o f c o n c e n t r a t e s p l u s 
a l l t h e hay t h e y would e a t . The c a l v e s 
had access t o t h e p a s t u r e except when i t 
was t o o wet. 

When 1/3 t h e hay was a l f a l f a o r t h e y had 
good p a s t u r e , t h e c o n c e n t r a t e supplement 
c o n s i s t e d o f : 

Lbs. P r i c e $ 
R o l l e d b a r l e y 35 $2.85 1.00 
Gr. almond h u l l s 45 1.325 .60 
C o t t o n s e e d meal 13 3.50 .46 

Molasses 7 1.55 .11 
V i t a m i n A 1 m i l . l U .14 .14 
M i x i n g .30 .30 

100 l b s . $2.61 

When t h e y were on sudan and o a t hay w i t h 
l i t t l e o r no p a s t u r e , t h i s was t h e con
c e n t r a t e supplement. 

Lbs. P r i c e $ 
R o l l e d b a r l e y 30 $2.85 .86 
Gr, almond h u l l s 30 1.325 ,40 
Cottonseed meal 30 3.50 1.05 
Molasses 10 1.55 ol6 
V i t a m i n A 1 m i l . l U .14 .14 
M i x i n g .30 .30 

100 l b s . $2.91 

M i l o r e p l a c e d b a r l e y when i t was cheaper. 
Cottonseed meal, b a r l e y and almond h u l l s 
became more e x p e n s i v e as t h e season p r o 
g r e s s e d . 

The f e e d was mixed and d e l i v e r e d by Capay 
Feeds. 

OBSERVATIONS 

1. Calves 600 l b s . and under were s e l l i n g 
f o r $26.50 t o $27.75 i n l a t e March. 
When a l l c o s t s are c o n s i d e r e d , t h e 
w i n t e r program was a break-even d e a l . 
I f l a b o r on t h e r a n c h and t h e s m a l l 
amount o f w i n t e r p a s t u r e are d i s c o u n t e d , 
t h e w i n t e r program would have f u r n i s h e d 
c a l v e s f o r 2<: per l b . cheaper t h a n buy
i n g them i n March. 

2. The l i g h t weaner c a l v e s made economical 
g a i n s d u r i n g t h e w i n t e r when f e d coarse 
hay w i t h 2 l b s . o f supplement. 

3. The c a l v e s g a i n e d w e l l on p a s t u r e and 
were f l e s h y when s o l d . 

4 . Y e a r l i n g s i n June were s e l l i n g f o r 
$24.50. At t h i s f i g u r e t h e p r o f i t per 
head was o n l y $.97. I f non-cash c o s t s 
are deducted ( l a b o r and 1/2 p a s t u r e 
c o s t ) , income was $16.47 per head. 
N i n e t y head on 35 acres a t $16.47 per 
head i s $42.35 per acre f o r l e s s t h a n 
h a l f t h e p a s t u r e season. 



i j ^ / a r e t h e c o s t s and g a i n s per head. 

j WINTER PERIOD Lbs./head 

i l v e s bought September 23, 1961 413 
i a u l i n g 

Feed - September 23 t o A p r i l 3 

A n t i b i o t i c m i x 
C o n c e n t r a t e supplement 
Hay - Sudan $16/ton 

A l f a l f a ? 2 l / t o n 
Oat $18/ton 

P a s t u r e - 2 mo, e q u i v a l e n t @ $3.00 

396.4 
1662.6 

C a l f w e i g h t - A p r i l 3 
Gain and c o s t per c w t . 

Labor - 4 hours (3 $1.50 
I n t e r e s t - 6% o f $115 - 6 months 
Taxes 
V e t e r i n a r i a n and s u p p l i e s 
Death l o s s * - Vk o f $115 

T o t a l w i n t e r p e r i o d c o s t 

Break-even on 581 lb„ c a l f 
Break-even w i t h l a b o r and p a s t u r e o u t 

SPRING PASTURE PERIOD 

Calves f r o m w i n t e r p e r i o d 

Feed - A p r i l 3 t o June 18 
Oat hay 
Pa s t u r e - 2^ mo, @ $4.00 

C a l f shrunk w e i g h t June 18 
Gain and c o s t per cwto 

Labor - 1 hour (a $1.50 
I n t e r e s t - 6% o f $115 - I h months 
V e t e r i n a r i a n and s u p p l i e s 
Death l o s s * - ,5% o f $115 

T o t a l s p r i n g p a s t u r e p e r i o d c o s t 

Break-even on 717 l b . c a l f 
Break-even w i t h l a b o r and p a s t u r e o u t 

* No d e a t h l o s s o c c u r r e d i n t h i s s t u d y , b u t 
f o r averages i t s h o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d . 

581 

133 

133 

717 
136 

Lbs./head $/head 
$/head per day per day $/cwt 

$107.72 
5.77 

$113.49 

.58 
11.16 
14.91 

— 6.00 
2059.0 $ 32.65 

581 
168 

6.00 
3.45 
2.00 
1.00 
1.15 

$ 46.25 

$159.74 

$159.74 

1.15 
10.00 

$ 11.15 

1.50 
1.43 
.30 
.57 

$ 3.80 

$174.69 

.003 
2.06 .058 
8.66 .078 

.109 
10.72 

.875 

$.248 

1.75 $.015 
-- .133 
1.75 $.148 

1.79 

$26.10 
1.40 

$27.50 

$19.43 

$27.50 
$25.43 

$27.50 

$ 8.20 

$24.36 
$22.80 
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