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SAMPLE PRODUCTION COSTS 
ANNUAL CLOVERS I'^Tb 

INTRODUCTION: 

T h i s sample c o s t o f p r o d u c t i o n -Csee back page> i s based on a 500 acre 
farm. One hundred acres i s i n improved d r y l a n d p a s t u r e c o n s i s t i n g o f 
annual c l o v e r s * For t h e purpose o f t h i s study-i t h e average l i f e o f 
improved d r y l a n d p a s t u r e s i s c o n s i d e r e d t o be ID years-
Annual c l o v e r s have been e s t a b l i s h e d on an e s t i m a t e d 30iD00 acres o f 
range l a n d i n Placer and Nevada Counties- Gains of ISO t o 200 pounds 
o f beef per acre can be c o n s i s t e n t l y produced on annual-legume improved 
ranges- Maximum p r o f i t per acre r e s u l t s from c a r e f u l a t t e n t i o n t o ade­
quate s o i l f e r t i l i t y - i seeding adapted v a r i e t i e s - ! and good g r a z i n g 
management• 

ESTABLISHING ANNUAL CLOVERS: 

1- S e l e c t an area t h a t can be d i s k e d -
5- Apply ^00 pounds o f s i n g l e superphosphate per acre-
3- Prepare a seedbed by a l i g h t s h a l l o w d i s k i n g - i n ot over M inches 

i n depth-
M- Seed IS pounds o f p e l l e t - i n o c u l a t e d seed per acre i n mid-October 

and r o l l o r harrow LIGHTLY t o cover t h e seed-
S- Graze t h e stand l i g h t l y t h e f i r s t s p r i n g t o keep grass from crowd­

i n g o ut t h e c l o v e r - L i v e s t o c k should be put on t h e f i e l d as soon 
as i t can be grazed w i t h o u t t o o much "punching-" 

b- Remove t h e l i v e s t o c k d u r i n g A p r i l and May the f i r s t year t o a l l o w 
t h e c l o v e r t o set a good seed crop-

7- Graze again d u r i n g t h e summer o r f a l l t o remove most o f t h e c l o v e r 
and grass r e s i d u e and t r a m p l e t h e seed i n t o t h e ground-

Graze anytime d u r i n g t h e f a l l i w i n t e r i o r s p r i n g w i t h enough l i v e s t o c k 
t o keep t h e grass growth down- A d j u s t t h e c a t t l e numbers t o l e t t h e 
c l o v e r s bloom and set seed- T h i s u s u a l l y occurs d u r i n g March and A p r i l 
i n dry years and A p r i l and May i n a normal year-

SUPPLEMENTAL IRRIGATION: 

Y i e l d s o f annual c l o v e r s can be g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d w i t h e a r l y f a l l and 
l a t e s p r i n g i r r i g a t i o n - The a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h r e e t o f o u r acre inches 
o f water i n e a r l y September w i l l p r o v i d e good g r a z i n g by mid-October-
Late s p r i n g i r r i g a t i o n s w i l l extend green f o r a g e p r o d u c t i o n - -CNo c o s t s 
f o r p r e - i r r i g a t i o n a re i n c l u d e d i n t h i s study-> 

The Universi ty of Ca l i fo rn ia ' s Cooperative Extension Programs are avai lable to a l l . without regard to race , color, or national origin. 

Cooperative Extension work in Agriculture and Home Economics, United States Department of Agriculture, Universi ty of Ca l i fo rn ia , and Placer County cooperat ing. 

CRAZING THE ESTABLISHES STAND: 

n 7 t i - 200 c o p i e s 



miV' H m Per A^re 

• F e r t i l i z e - { c o n t r a c t a p p l i e d > 100 l b s . S i n g l e Super­
phosphate/A 

Taxes 
n i s c e l l a n e o u s 

• H.3S 

3.(>0 
i21 

• a .70 

Land 
Fences 
Stand E s t a b l i s h m e n t HQ yr> 

Disc 1 X 
F e r t i l i z e r - MOO l b s -

0-20-0 a p p l i e d p/a 
15 l b s . P e l l e t e d Seed 
Broadcast seed 
Harrow o r r i n q r o l l 

per A<;re >?Brec|^tji.9p tptereg^ A'/r 

•500.00 * • MO.00 
30.00 1.20 1.20 

M.OO .MO .15 

17.00 1.70 .70 
IE.00 1.20 .50 

s.oo .20 .10 
2.00 .20 .10 

«5t37.00 • M.«10 •ME.75 TOTAL • M7.(.5 

TOTAL COST PER ACRE PER YEAR •5b.35 

Cost per AUn 

Cost p er l b . g a i n a t EOO l b s . meat/acre 

•IM.IO 
.EA 

«300 l b s . a p p l i e d every t h i r d year. 
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AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

PLACER AND NEVADA COUNTIES 

SAMPLE PRODUCTION COSTS 
358 E l m A v e n u e , 

Auburn, C a l i f o r n i a 95603 

T e l e p h o n e 885-4551 
ANNUAL CLOVERS 

Memorial B u i l d i n g , 

G r a s s V a l l e y , C a l i f o r n i a 95945 

Telephone 273-4563 

INTRODUCTION;^ 

T h i s sample c o s t o f p r o d u c t i o n (see back page) i s based on a 200 acre 
f a r m . One hundred acres i s i n improved d r y l a n d p a s t u r e c o n s i s t i n g o f 
annual c l o v e r s . For t h e purpose o f t h i s s t u d y , t h e average l i f e o f 
improved d r y l a n d p a s t u r e s i s c o n s i d e r e d t o be 10 y e a r s . 

Annual c l o v e r s have been e s t a b l i s h e d on an e s t i m a t e d 30,000 acres o f 
range l a n d i n P l a c e r and Nevada C o u n t i e s , Gains o f 150 t o 300 pounds 
o f beef per acr e can be c o n s i s t e n t l y produced on annual-legume i m p r o v ­
ed ranges, (Iflaximum p r o f i t per acre r e s u l t s from c a r e f u l a t t e n t i o n t o 
adequate s o i l f e r t i l i t y , s e e d i n g adapted v a r i e t i e s , and good g r a z i n g 
management. 

ESTABLISHING ANNUAL CLOVERS; 

1 . S e l e c t an area t h a t can be d i s k e d , 
2. Apply 400 pounds o f s i n g l e superphosphate per a c r e . 
3. Prepare a seedbed by a l i g h t s h a l l o i u d i s k i n g , n ot over 4 i n c h e s 

i n d e p t h , 
4. Seed 10 t o 15 pounds o f p e l l e t - i n o c u l a t e d seed per acre i n m i d -

October and r o l l o r harroiu LIGHTLY t o cover t h e seed. 
5. Graze t h e st a n d l i g h t l y t h e f i r s t s p r i n g t o keep gr a s s from croiud-

i n g o u t t h e c l o v e r . L i v e s t o c k s h o u l d be p u t on t h e f i e l d as soon 
as i t can be grazed u i i t h o u t t o o much " p u n c h i n g . " 

6. Remove t h e l i v e s t o c k d u r i n g A p r i l and lYIay t h e f i r s t year t o a l l o w 
t h e c l o v e r t o s e t a good seed c r o p . 

7. Graze a g a i n d u r i n g t h e summer or f a l l t o remove most o f t h e c l o v e r 
and g r a s s r e s i d u e and t r a m p l e t h e seed i n t o t h e ground. 

GRAZING THE ESTABLISHED STAND: 

Graze anytime d u r i n g t h e f a l l , u j i n t e r , or s p r i n g l u i t h enough l i v e s t o c k 
t o keep t h e gr a s s grouith douin. A d j u s t t h e c a t t l e numbers t o l e t t h e 
c l o v e r s bloom and s e t seed. T h i s u s u a l l y o c c u r s d u r i n g lYlarch and 
A p r i l i n d r y ye a r s and A p r i l and Hflay i n a normal y e a r , 

SUPPLEMENTAL IRRIGATION; 

Y i e l d s o f annual c l o v e r s can be g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d w i t h e a r l y f a l l and 
l a t e s p r i n g i r r i g a t i o n . The a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h r e e t o f o u r a cre i n c h e s 
o f mater i n e a r l y September w i l l p r o v i d e good g r a z i n g by mid-October. 
L a t e s p r i n g i r r i g a t i o n s w i l l e x t e n d green f o r a g e p r o d u c t i o n . (No 
c o s t s f o r p r e - i r r i g a t i o n are i n c l u d e d i n t h i s s t u d y ) . 

5/73 - 100 co p i e s 

work in A g r i c u l t u r e and Home Economics , Un i ted States Depar tment of A g r i c u l t u r e and U n i v e r s i t y of Ca i i fo rnTa co-ons,---



ANNUAL CLOUERS 

COSTS PER ACRE 

Y e a r l y C u l t u r a l Costs Costs 

F e r t i l i z e - ( C o n t r a c t a p p l i e d ) 300 l b s . S i n g l e s u p e r ­
phosphate/A $ 9.00 

Taxes - Based on P l a c e r County r a t e under t h e Land 
C o n s e r v a t i o n Program 1.26 

lYliscellaneous - »54 
JIQTBO 

Annual Cost 
I n t e r e s t 1% I n v e s t m e n t Per Acre D e p r e c i a t i o n I n t e r e s t 1% 

Land :̂J500.00 -> 1J35.00 
Fences (25 y e a r s ) 20.00 $• .80 .70 
Stand E s t a b l i s h m e n t (10 y r ) 

Di s c 1 X 2.50 .25 .09 
F e r t i l i z e r - 400# 

0-20-0 a p p l i e d p/a 12.00 1.20 .42 
15# P e l l e t e d Seed 8.20 .82 .29 
Broadcast seed 1.50 .15 .05 
Harroui o r r i n g r o l l 1.00 .10 .04 

T o t a l 1,̂ 545.20 S 3.32 1136.59 S39.91 

T o t a l Cost Per Acre Per Year ^50.71 

Cost per l b . g a i n © 200 l b s . meat/acre 2 5 . 4 0/lb. 

Prepared by; 

W i l l i a m E. lYlason 
Farm A d v i s o r 

P h i l i p S. Parsons 
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The U n i v e r s i t y o f C a l i f o r n i a ' s A g r i c u l t u r a l E x t e n s i o n 
Programs are a v a i l a b l e t o a l l , w i t h o u t r e g a r d t o r a c e , 
c o l o r o r n a t i o n a l o r i g i n . 


