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TAHOE CATTLEMEN'S ASSOCIATION 
FIELD DAY 

Plans are pro g r e s s i n g f o r the 
Tahoe Cattlemen's A s s o c i a t i o n 
F i e l d Day to be held at the B i c k -
ford L i v e s t o c k Ranch, L i n c o l n on 
September 12, 1970. 

A very i n t e r e s t i n g program i s be
ing arranged and l u i l l i n c l u d e r e -

*The Beef C a t t l e S e c t i o n of the 
recent L i v e s t o c k Symposium. 

^ m u l t i p l e B i r t h s i n Beef C a t t l e , 

*Current A c t i v i t i e s of the C a l i 
f o r n i a Cattlemen's A s s o c i a t i o n , 

I n a d d i t i o n demonstrations are 
planned to point out; 

*The R e s u l t s of S u c c e s s f u l Freeze 
Branding. 

*IYiodern Beef C a t t l e through 
Performance Records and S e l e c 
t i o n based on Records. 

SCIENTIFIC GAINS IN LIVESTOCK 
PRODUCTION 

During the past tu/enty-five years 
l i v e s t o c k s c i e n t i s t s have accomp
l i s h e d the follou/ing s p e c t a c u l a r 
r e s u l t s : 

^Doubled the average milk produc
t i o n of each d a i r y COUJ. 

^Reduced the conversion r a t e of 
feed to meat on fed beef s t e e r s 
from a r a t i ^ e f 8 or 9 to 1 dovŵ  
to 7 to 1. 

^Reduced the age span for beef 
s t e e r s f i n i s h e d for market from 
2 i years or older to 14 months 
or l e s s . fei^^D*^ r 

^ I n c r e a s e d the d a i l y lueight gain 
of beef c a t t l e by 30^ to 50% and 
have improved feed e f f i c i e n c y by 
33%. 

^ I n c r e a s e d the amount of ham and 
l o i n i n hogs by more than 20%. 

was 
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^Reduced the amount of feed needed 
for a hog to put on a pound of 
uieight by 

The r e s u l t s of these i n c r e a s e d 
e f f i c i e n c i e s ha/e b e n e f i t e d a l l 
consumers s i n c e they are paying 
much l e s s for t h e i r meat, milk 
and eggs than they would be i f 
these s c i e n t i f i c gains had not 
been made* *t 

FACE F L I E S IN AREA ( ? ) v ^ r 

According to uncomfirmed r e p o r t s , 
face f l i e s have been reported i n 
P l a c e r County. C a t t l e owners are 
a l e r t e d to check t h e i r herds at 
frequent i n t e r v a l s to determine 
i f face f l i e s are present. The 
pest looks very much l i k e the 
common housefly but i s much more 
annoying to c a t t l e and horses. 
They concentrate on the face and 
feed on the l i q u i d s e c r e t i o n s 
from the eyes and nose. 

Besides being a pest on the face 
of the c a t t l e , the face f l y has 
been shown capable to t r a n s m i t 
t i n g pink eye ( i n f e c t i o u s 
k e r a t i t i s ) . 

Chemical c o n t r o l a p p l i c a t i o n s 
d i r e c t l y to the animal are more 
s u c c e s s f u l than other techniques 
which have been attempted such 
as p h y s i c a l - m e c h a n i c a l and bio-.??^ 
l o g i c a l c o n t r o l . Chemical wipes, 
smears, and mist or wet sprays 
to the face and head areas have , t 
not given as good or as long f l y 
c o n t r o l as che m i c a l l y charged 
dust bags. (See the 3uly 14, 
1970 i s s u e of L i v e s t o c k and 
Pa s t u r e s Notes f o r information 
on dust bags or w r i t e to t h i s 
o f f i c e . ) , - . -

INCREASED PRODUCTION THROUGH 
SUPPLEdflENTAL IRRIGATION 

Uihat e f f e c t did the s p r i n g drought 
have on the y i e l d of good annual 
legume pasture t h i s year? T h i s 
i s what J e w e l l Itleyer, Extension 

Area T e c h n o l o g i s t , with head
qu a r t e r s i n iYlodesto, and I a t 
tempted to f i n d out. Uie managed 
to appropriate a s p r i n k l e r system 
and put three inches of water on 
h a l f a uniform area on A p r i l 3, 
1970. T h i s was about a month 
a f t e r the l a s t good s p r i n g r a i n . 
Then on lYlay 19, 1970 we harvested 
5 randomly s e l e c t e d p l o t s from 
each of the s p r i n k l e d and un-
s p r i n k l e d a r e a s . Here are the 
r e s u l t s converted to a 15% dry 
matter b a s i s : 

LOT 
NO. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 mi 

Ave, 

UN-
SPRINKLED 

1000 

600^ 

800 

700 

1200 [A 

960 

LOT 
NO. SPRINKLED 

6 2200 

7 2100 

8 2200 

9 1500 

10 1900 

2000 

The dry matter y i e l d was more 
than doubled i n t h i s t r i a l and 
we estimated t h a t the green 
weight was ne a r l y t r i p l e d by 
s p r i n k l i n g . I f the i r r i g a t i o n 
had been a p p l i e d e a r l i e r , be
fore the top s o i l had d r i e d out, 
the r e s u l t s might have been even 
more s p e c t a c u l a r . , 

Another p r a c t i c e which has been 
t r i e d with e x c e l l e n t r e s u l t s 
i s s p r i n k l i n g up annual legumes 
i n the e a r l y f a l l , between the 
1st and IStl-]^ qf Jqjbqfjer. 

Reminder - "(firs'. Edie Dennisoft/' 
P r e s i d e n t of the CowBelles, 
announces Branding Door c e r e 
monies for the Red Barns at the 
Nevada County D i s t r i c t F a i r i n 
Grass V/alley on August 29 and ^ 
the Auburn D i s t r i c t F a i r i n 
Auburn on September 19. Bring 
your branding i r o n s and j o i n i n 
the f e s t i v i t i e s . 



BEEF RETURNS FROIYt IRRIGATED PASTURES 

(Ylany abandoned orchards i n the f o o t h i l l area of P l a c e r County are ^ ' 
being reclaimed and seeded to i r r i g a t e d p a s t u r e s . One of the big 
questions most of the operators have on t h e i r minds i s — w i l l the aR 
i r r i g a t e d pasture pay? .P-:^- S J s s q s d i "is\/o i n s ^ ^ n c c j vX^ls*^ 

Some recent work by Colorado S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y r e s e a r c h workers may 
provide a u s e f u l approach to i r r i g a t e d pasture operators i n t h i s a r e a . 
The f o l l o w i n g t a b l e s convert tons of a i r - d r y i r r i g a t e d pasture 
forage to pounds of beef and gross s a l e s per acre on both a y e a r l i n g 
s t e e r and cow c a l f b a s i s . —-

006,81; X^aof 
Table 1 . — I r r i g a t e d pasture conversion t a b l e . 

Tons of Pounds of s a l e a b l e Pounds of s a l e a b l e 
a i r - d r y Pounds beef produced/A beef produced/A 

usable forage of TON through y e a r l i n g through 
~̂  produced per acre ' ^ ^ t e e r s cow-calf* 

1 Ton . \  1160 . ' • •> 200 115 i y • i 2 p H 

sin?*--
2 Ton 2320 r r i > i 400 ^ " VXISU3. 235 sin?*-- 3 Ton u.̂:..? -.e 34Q0 - ' 600 355 
4 Ton 4640 ' ' 800 470 
5 Ton i r.. j^ooo 1 , n o l i x b b s n l 590 y y i a v f j 
6 Ton 6960 1200 705 9 S X a. ̂  J' Lf 
7 Ton 8120 1400 825 
8 Ton uJ q 9280 ^s-Jucof X600 945 

* T h i s i s t o t a l wt. 
VG n o i i e x i i .t8DGiJx?^; n o x i ^ l u a o - u m- c a l v e s produced 

per a c r e . 
Table 2 . — E s t i m a t e d gross s a l e s / a c r e based on forage production. 

(to n e a r e s t d o l l a r ) 

For y e a r l i n g s t e e r s ' " .. ' e i n i o l l i ^ n . •. . . t^O^^B^f: 

s a l e 
p r i c e / l b . Tons of forage produced 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 -
24(25 , . $48 % 96 $144 $192 S240 S288 $336 $384 
25{Z5 S:.x£ 50 100 150 200 250 301 351 401 J A 
260 - 52 104 156 208 260 313 365 417 
270 54 108 162 216 270 325 379 433 
280 56 112 168 224 280 337 393 449 ia 
290 58 116 174 232 290 349 407 465 

For c a l v e s 

s a l e Tons of forage produced 
p r i c e / l b . 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

260 $30 $ 61 % 92 $122 $153 $184 $215 $245 
270 32 63 95 127 159 191 223 255 
280 33 66 99 132 165 198 231 264 
290 34 68 102 137 171 205 239 273 
300 35 71 106 141 177 212 248 283 
310 36 73 109 146 183 219 256 292 
320 37 75 113 151 188 226 264 302 



PLACER-NEVADA LIVESTOCK NUfYlBERS ~ ' " - - - ~ ~ 

According to the l a t e s t report from the C a l i f o r n i a Crop and L i v e s t o c k 
Reporting S e r v i c e , the l i v e s t o c k numbers i n t h i s area have remained 
f a i r l y constant over the past 2 y e a r s . —. ^ . 

1969 
vom 8is>l'::?u« rtaieee C a t t l e v t m i »iBi 

e n i fix e x 1969 1970 
Nevada' -^scqH- 8,900 8,000 

i>900 30, 

Sheep 
1970 

•/d ;4 iou; i Hogs "^^'^i^^ 
1969 1970 

4,400 3,900 
6,000 6.700 

100 
1,300 

100 
1,100 

T o t a l 38,800 38,800 10,400 10,600 1,400 1,200 

PELLET INOCULATE ANNUAL LEGUdflES 

The s u c c e s s f u l establishment of annual legumes depends on e f f e c t i v e 
nodulation. This can be accomplished by i n o c u l a t i n g the seed with a 
s p e c i f i c s t r a i n of root-nodule b a c t e r i a . 

^. i»i «.j ; 

Research conducted by U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a Experiment S t a t i o n and 
A g r i c u l t u r a l Extension personnel i n recent y e a r s — h a s shown that poor 
i n o c u l a t i o n u s u a l l y r e s u l t s i n f a i l u r e or p a r t i a l f a i l u r e of the 
legume stand. I t i s estimated that from t h i s cause alone, C a l i f o r n i a 
growers waste many thousands of d o l l a r s worth of range-legume seed 
every year. In a d d i t i o n , labor and f e r t i l i z e r are not e f f e c t i v e l y 
u t i l i z e d . Oov r nP^t-c nol' a 

fflethods of i n o c u l a t i n g seed and measures that help to avoid i n o c u l a 
t i o n f a i l u r e are a v a i l a b l e i n two recent U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a 
p u b l i c a t i o n s : . j_,.5i 

"Range-Legume I n o c u l a t i o n and Nitrogen F i x a t i o n by 
Root-Nodule B a c t e r i a " 

" P e l l e t I n o c u l a t i o n of Legume Seed" ^'""^ r 4 ^ ^ ^ ^ e .^^- ^ . r 
Copies of these p u b l i c a t i o n s are a v a i l a b l e at our o f f i c e l o c a t e d at 
358 Elm Avenue, Auburn, C a l i f o r n i a 95603. fe -I r» nl e. Qf4.t i ' i B e v -10 1 

COfyiING EVENTS 

August 13 - 14 

August 27 - 30 
September 12 

September 12 
September 18-20 

bQOubo'iq s g e i o ' l "to a n o j i x i a 
- C a l i f o r n i a Ulool Growers Association Convention -

Fresno 
- Nevada County D i s t r i c t F a i r - Grass V a l l e y 
- Tahoe Cattlemen's A s s o c i a t i o n F i e l d Day -

B i c k f o r d L i v e s t o c k Ranch - L i n c o l n 
- CBCIA F i e l d Day and B u l l Sale - ITlcArthur 
- Auburn D i s t r i c t F a i r - Auburn 
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