
C o o p e r a t i v e E x t e n s i o n , U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a 

June 1980 

SAMPLE COSTS FOR IRRIGATED PASTURE 
40-ACRE FIELD, PORTABLE IRRIGATION SYSTEM 

by 
B i l l Weitkamp, Farm A d v i s o r 

U n i v e r s i t y o f C a l i f o r n i a C o o p e r a t i v e E x t e n s i o n 

ASH COSTS: 
Land p r e p a r a t i o n , seed, p l a n t , and e x t r a I s t - y e a r c o s t s 

$38 - 10 y e a r s 
Mow, f e r t i l i z e , drag, f e n c e work, e t c . 

3 man-hours & 1-1/2 t r a c t o r - h o u r s 
I r r i g a t i o n l a b o r : 1-1/2 man-hours per a c . p e r mo, 7 mos. 
I r r i g a t i o n w a ter: power, 3 a c . f t . (§ $20 
F e r t i l i z e r : average per y e a r 
M i s c e l l a n e o u s m a t e r i a l (weeds, r o d e n t s , e t c . ) 
County t a x e s 
O f f i c e , p i c k u p , o p e r a t i n g c a p i t a l , e t c . 
R e p a i r s e x c e p t t r a c t o r : i r r i g a t i o n s y s t e m , equipment & f e n c e 

COST PER ACRE 
Sample c o s t s i Your c o s t 

$ 3.80 

20.25 
47.25 
60.00 
45.00 
5.00 

12.00 
10.00 
7.00 

TOTAL CASH COST $210.30 

lEPRECIATION: 
I r r i g a t i o n system ( i n c l u d e s w e l l , pump, m a i n l i n e and 

aluminum p i p e ) : o r i g i n a l c o s t $400, 1 5 - y e a r l i f e 
T r a c t o r : 1-3/4 h r s . i n c . 1/10 of 1 s t y e a r h r s . @ $2.00 
Other equipment: c o s t $40, 15-year l i f e 
F e n c e s : c o s t $70, 20-year l i f e 

$ 26.67 
3.50 
2.67 
3.50 

TOTAL DEPRECIATION $ 36.34 
TOTAL CASH & DEPRECIATION COST $246.64 

NTEREST ON INVESTI-IENT (§12% 
Land (3 $3,000 
I r r i g a t i o n system: on 1/2 c o s t ($200) 
T r a c t o r : 1-3/4 h r s . i n c l . 1/10 of 1 s t y e a r h r s . Q $2.00 
Other equipment: on 1/2 c o s t ($20) 
F e n c e s : on 1/2 c o s t ($35) 

$360.00 
24.00 
3.50 
2.40 
4.20 

TOTAL INTEREST ON INVESTMENT $394.10 
TOTAL COST OF PRODUCTION $640.7^ 

Man l a b o r a t $4.50 per hour and t r a c t o r o p e r a t o r $5.00 i n c l u d i n g s o c i a l s e c u r i t y and 
ompensation i n s u r a n c e ; t r a c t o r c a s h c o s t $4.00 per hour, d e p r e c i a t i o n $2.00 per hour and 
n t e r e s t $2.00 per hour. 

COST PER ANIMAL UNIT MONTH* AT VARYING PRODUCTION LEVELS 
AUi'I pt;r a c r e 6 8 10 12 14 16 

as h & dep. c o s t per ALT^ $41.11 $30.83 524.66 $20.55 $17.62 $15.41 
o t a l c o s t per ALT^ $106.79 $80.09 $64.07 $53.39 $45.77 $40.05 
our t o t a l c o s t per AUM $ 

Animal U n i t Month (AUM) 
1) With no change i n 

= 400 pounds t o t a l d i g e s t i b l e n u t r i e n t s (TDN) or 0 
c o s t s per a c r e . Any added c o s t s per a c r e r e q u i r e d 

.4 ton hay 
to o b t a i n the 

h i g h e r c a r r y i n g c a p a c i t i e s would i n c r e a s e AUM c o s t s a c c o r d i n g l y . 



SAMPLE COSTS FOR IRRIGATED PASTURE 
40-ACRE FIELD 

San L u i s Obispo County 

by 
W i l l i a m H. Weitkamp, J r . , and Edward Yeary, Farm Ad v i s o r s 
U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a , A g r i c u l t u r a l E x t e n s i o n S e r v i c e 

September; 1972 

CASH COSTS: 
J Land p r e p a r a t i o n , seed, p l a n t , and e x t r a I s t - y e a r c o s t s 

$ 2 0 ^ - 10 y e a r s 
Mow, f e r t i l i z e , drag, fence work, e t c , 

3 man & 1-1/2 t r a c t o r hours 
I r r i g a t i o n labor: $3.50 per ac. per mo., 8 mos. 
I r r i g a t i o n water: power, 8 months 
F e r t i l i z e r : average per year 
M i s c e l l a n e o u s m a t e r i a l (weeds, rode n t s , e t c . ) 
County taxes 
O f f i c e , c a r , o p e r a t i n g c a p i t a l , e t c . 

1 R e p a i r s except t r a c t o r : i r r i g a t i o n system, 
equipment &. fence 

COST vm 

^ rSAMPLE COSTS 

$ 2.00j^ 

9.07^ 
28.00 
22.50 
20.00 
3.00 

10.00 
6.00 
5.00-j 

1 YOUR COST' 

1 TOTAL CASH COST $105.57 ! 
i DEPRECIATION: 
! I r r i g a t i o n system ( p o r t a b l e ) : 

o r i g i n a l c o s t $280.i)0^ 15-year l i f e 
I T r a c t o r : 1 3/4 h r s . i n c l . 1/10 of 1 s t year h r s . (3 60c 
j Other equipment: c o s t $20,̂ -0̂ ', 15-year l i f e 
• Fences: c o s t $3O.-0O', 20-year l i f e 

$ 18.67> j 

1.05 
1.33 
1.50 . 

; TOTAL DEPRECIATION $ 22.55 1 
I TOTAL CASH AND DEPRECIATION COST . ! $128.12 l 
INTL"REST ON INVESTMENT 7% 

Land (? $600.1)0 
I r r i g a t i o n system: on 1/2 c o s t ( $ 1 4 0 . ^ ) 
T r a c t o r : 1 3/4 h r s . i n c l . 1/10 of 1 s t year h r s . (B 60*? 

j Other equipment: on 1/2 c o s t ($10.^000 
1 Fences: on 1/2 c o s t ($15^0-) 

I 
42.00 j 
9.80 ! 
.87 j 
.70 ! 

1.05 ' 
1 TOTAL INTEREST ON INVESTMENT $ 54.42 i 

j TOTAL COST OF PRODUCTION $182.54 \ 

Man labor a t $2.30 per hour and t r a c t o r operator $2.65 i n c l u d i n g s o c i a l s e c u r i t y 
and compensation i n s u r a n c e ; t r a c t o r cash c o s t $1,10 per hour, d e p r e c i a t i o n 60<? 
per hour and i n t e r e s t 50^ per hour. 

COST PER ANIMAL UNIT MONTH* AT VARYING PRODUCTION LEVELS ) 

: :'RODUCTION LEVEL - AUM PER ACRE 6 8 10 12 14 16 "I 
i C o s l i and d e p r e c i a t i o n c o s t per AUM $21.35 $16.01 $12.81 $10.68 $ 9.15 $ 8.0] 
:To L a i Cost per AUM $30.42 $22.82 $18.25 $15.21 $13.02 $11.41 
;Your T o t a l c o s t per AUM A 

* Animal U n i t Month (AUM) «<• 400 pounds t o t a l d i g e s t i b l e n u t r i e n t s (TDN) or 0,4 ton hay. 

(1) V/ith no change i n c o s t s per a c r e . Any added c o s t s per ac r e r e q u i r e d to obta i n the 
higher c a r r y i n g c a p a c i t i e s would i n c r e a s e AUM c o s t s a c c o r d i n g l y . 


