
S a g e b r u s h t o G r a s s C o n v e r s i o n 

D r o u g h t s i n Modoc C o u n t y j u s t a r e n ' t as s e r i o u s as t h e y 

used t o b e o T h e reason? Close t o 5 0 , 0 0 0 a c r e s o f m a r g i n a l 

s a g e b r u s h - c h e a t g r a s s r a n g e have been c o n v e r t e d t o highly p r o 

d u c t i v e p e r e n n i a l w h e a t g r a s s p a s t u r e and t h e A g r i c u l t u r a l 

E x t e n s i o n S e r v i c e is d i r e c t l y responsibleo 

I t a l l s t a r t e d o v e r 30 y e a r s ago w h e n F a r m A d v i s o r 

JTohn H a y s r e c o g n i z e d t h e need f o r m o r e dependable d r y l a n d 

grasseso H e p l a n t e d g r a s s and legume n u r s e r i e s a r o u n d t h e 

countyo H e c o l l e c t e d and e v a l u a t e d i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m t h e s e and 

f r o m o t h e r s o u r c e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e w e s t o H i s f i r s t p l a n t i n g s 

on c o o p e r a t i n g r a n c h e s w e r e m i x t u r e s o f c r e s t e d w h e a t g r a s s , 

L a d a k a l f a l f a and y e l l o w blossom s w e e t c lovero 

Y i e l d s j u m p e d f r o m 10 t o 20 a c r e s p e r c o w f o r a 5 m o n t h 

g r a z i n g season t o as high as t w o and t h r e e a c r e s p e r cow« 

On some o f t h e b e t t e r s i t e s r a n c h e r s w e r e h a r v e s t i n g 1 l / 2 

t o 2 1/2 t o n s o f hay p e r acreo V a r i e t i e s and m i x t u r e s have 

changed f o r t h e b e t t e r t h r o u g h t h e y e a r s due t o c o n t i n u e d 

t e s t i n g and lookingo F o r i n s t a n c e , T o p a r P u b e s c e n t and 

G r e e n a r I n t e r m e d i a t e w h e a t g r a s s e s have j u s t a b o u t r e p l a c e d 

c r e s t e d . T h e y a r e longer l i v e d , m o r e dependable and because 

o f l a r g e r seed a r e eas ier t o establ isho 

H a r v e s t r e c o r d s show t h a t on e x t r e m e l y d r y y e a r s 

c h e a t g r a s s can f a i l complete lyo T h e d e e p r o o t e d w h e a t g r a s s e s 

n e v e r do and on p o o r c h e a t g r a s s y e a r s t h e w h e a t g r a s s e s p r o d u c e 

t w o t o t h r e e t i m e s moreo 



T h e c r o p y e a r j u s t p a s s e d , I 9 6 5 - 6 6 , w a s one o f t h e 

d r i e s t on r e c o r d in Modoc C o u n t y o No one k n o w s f o r s u r e 

h o w many s a g e b r u s h a c r e s have been c o n v e r t e d , b u t i t could 

be as high as 5 0 , 0 0 0 o I f s o , d u r i n g t h i s p a s t y e a r , t h i s 

a c r e a g e p r o b a b l y p r o d u c e d as m u c h as t h e 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 plus o f 

s a g e b r u s h - c h e a t g r a s s t h a t r e m a i n s o 

D r o u g h t s a r e s t i l l s e r i o u s t o our c a t t l e m e n and t h e 

economy o f o u r c o u n t y b u t because o f t h i s F a r m A d v i s o r 

p r o g r a m , s t a r t e d o v e r 30 y e a r s ago and c o n t i n u i n g t o d a y and 

i n t o t h e f u t u r e , t h e y a r e n o t as damaging as t h e y used t o be 

C e c i l P i e r c e , C o u n t y D i r e c t o r 
and F a r m A d v i s o r 
Modoc C o u n t y . 



P i c t u r e : Oohn Robison on F l o u r n o y E x p e r i m e n t a l 

Range on L i k e l y T a b l e , R o w s a r e d i f f e r e n t v a r i e t i e s 

o f W h e a t g r a s s e s and B l u e G r a s s « 

M i l t : U s e y o u r j u d g m e n t a b o u t p i c t u r e s o Y o u may have 

s o m e t h i n g t h a t s h o w s s a g e b r u s h t o g r a s s c o n v e r s i o n 

( o r «Jim S t r e e t ) 


