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studies i n Placer County show that grass production can be greatly increased where 
oaks are controlled. Greatest increase i n feed i s possible on good s o i l s . Very 
poor s o i l s may not produce enough grass to make oak control pay. 

Useless Oak trees lower range feed pro
duction because; 

1. Grass i s shaded out under t r e e s . 

2. Sheep and cattle don't l i k e grass 
that grows under trees o 

3. Growing trees take up water that 
could be used by grass and 
animals. 

Ue Oaks grow on the best range lands 
using nutrients that could make 
more grass. 

"What can be done about i t ? 

1. K i l l useless oaks. 

How? 

1. Tree i n j e c t o r and 2,Ii-D or axe, 
o i l can and 2pU-D. 

2. Bulldozer. 

3. Chainsaw and 2,l4-D. 

I'tiat w i l l i t cost? 

1. Studies i n Placer and Glenn 
Counties show that cost of k i l l 
ing oaks i s approximately: 

Inje c t o r k 2,U-D 

Axe, o i l can & 
2,l;-€) 

Bulldozer -pil e 
and burn 

Chainsaw - p i l e 
and burn* 

$3-l3.50/Acre 
(100 t r e e s ) 

$3.35-$5/Acre 

$20/Acre 

120/A ere 

* I f wood can be cut and sold, a p r o f i t 
may be possible. 

Hotr can trees be k i l l e d with axe^ o i l 
can and 2aU'4)? 

1. Make horizontal cuts (pockets) 
with axe around base of tree 1» 
to 2* from ground. 

2. Cuts (pockets) should be spaced 
about 6"' center to center. They 
must be deep enough to go through 
the bark & into the growing 
t i s s u e . Do not leave more than 
2" bark between cuts. 

) 
3. Squirt 2,\x-^ into cuts with o i l 

can (about J teaspoon per cut.) 

Much of the information f o r t h i s l e a f l e t has been taken from work done by Placer County Farm Advisor V/alter 
Johnson and Glen County Farm Advisor Monte B e l l , L e a f l e t compiled by Yolo County Farm Advisor Carl Schoner 
w i t h assistance from Exten»lon Reinge Specialist James Street, 

I n order to s l n r p l l f y t h i s information, trade names of products and equipment are used. No endorsement of 
named products or equipment, i s intended nor i s c r i t i c i s m implied of s i m i l a r products irtiioh are not mentioned. 



How can trees be k i l l e d with a tree i n " 
j e c t o r and 2,J4-D? 

!• Most tree i n j e c t o r s are a hollow 
s t e e l tube about U» long (to hold ' 
the 2,li-D) with a c h i s e l on one 
end to cut into the tr e e . The 
i n j e c t o r i s driven into the base 
of the tree and 2,U-i) i s injected 
with one motion* 

2« Injections are made l i k e axe cuts 
with 2" of bark between cuts 
around the base of the tree trunk. 

3. 2,i4«4) may be diluted with an equal 
volume of water (|- to J-) when used 
i n an i n j e c t o r . Thinning makes i t 
flow better, saves on 2,U-D cost 
and does a good job on easy-to-
k i l l t r e e s . 

Vfliat happens to the t r e e s ? 

Blue oaks die i n about a month. They 
w i l l begin to f a l l i n 3 to 5 years 
and can be cleaned up by control 
burning. Treated trees don't sprout, 
do rot r a p i d l y . 

W i l l animals eat grass around dead trees? 

Animals w i l l begin to eat grass around 
treated trees i n 3 or U weeks and pre
fer i t to grass i n open areas. 

Feed production under treated trees 
has been shown to increase f i v e fold 
within a year, 

When i s the best time to treat? 

Trees can be treated at any time of 
the year, but the highest percentage 
of k i l l has been from November through 
June. During these months the k i l l 
has been about lOOJg. 

What kind of 2aUHD do I use and how much 
does i t cost? 

Use 2,U-D airline (U pounds acid equiva
lent per gallon.) I t costs about $k 
per gallon. Use undiluted 2,U-D with 

sq u i r t can method. Dilute 2,U-D 
f i f t y - f i f t y with water i n i n j e c t o r . 

Before buying 2,ii-D get a use per
mit from the County Ag r i c u l t u r a l 
Commissioner. 

How much does an i n j e c t o r cost and 
where can I get i t ? 

Injectors cost about $25 each. 
Price i s reduced i f more than one 
i s purchased at a time. 

The only known manufacturer i s Reuel 
L i t t l e Tree Injector Company, Box 
288, Madill, Oklahoma. 

What trees can be k i l l e d by t h i s 
method? 

1. Easy to k i l l with standard 
Blue Oak treatment; 
Blue Oak, Cottonwood, Willow, 
W a l l e y Oak, and -JOigger Pine. 

•̂ Be sure and cut through bark & into 
wood, a heavy axe may be easier than 
i n j e c t o r . 

2. Hard to k i l l trees where cuts 
should make a complete f r i l l 
and 2,ii-D diluted very l i t t l e . 

Live Oak, Buckeye, Black 0^, 
and Madrone. 

Has t h i s been t r i e d i n Yolo County? 

Yes, on the Fred Vanucci and the 
W, W, Harris Ranches near Capay. 

I s f i n a n c i a l assistance available for 
th i s type of range improvement? 

Yes. Oak tree control i s e l i g i b l e 
for A. C. payments of one-
ha l f the cost, providing payment 
doesn't exceed 13.50 per acre. 
Make application at the A. S. G. 
o f f i c e , 910 Court Street, 
Woodland, before starting t r e a t 
ment. 

For f u r t h e r information contact the Yolo Cotir- A n - i c u l t u r a l Extension O f f i c e , 70 Cottonwood Street, Woodland 


