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	Title: In My Garden - September 2010
	Author: by Betty Coffelt, Master Gardener
	Page 1: The heat of late August kept me busy watering.  The asters and zinnias I transplanted early in the month grew so fast you could almost watch them grow.  Even though the days are getting shorter, summer plants are still growing at a good rate.  The cooler days will promote a fall flush of growth in many other landscape plants.   There is plenty to do this time of year.  Deadheading flowers is important to keep up with so more blooms will come.  If you leave the flowers on, the energy of the plant goes to seed production instead of flowers.  When deadheading your roses now is the time to cut branches growing to the inside of the bush.  I have been removing any inward facing branches back to the cane they came from.  This helps keep good air circulation and really speeds up the winter pruning process.  We usually have beautiful roses at Thanksgiving.  I will quit deadheading roses after their last bloom in November.  I will let them set rose hips, which prepares the bushes for winter.  If you continue to cut your roses late in November, we could have a frost that will kill the new growth.  In September I also cut back bushy perennials.  I have the Powis Castle artemisia that I must cut back by at least half its size every fall.  When I planted it, I allotted it a 6’ square area because I believed the directions that came with it.  I now know that some plants really thrive here and grow larger than in other areas.  When it grows outside of its allotted space it encroaches on a peony, some Shasta daisies, and a fairly large disco bell hibiscus planted near it.  The Artemisia responds well to being trimmed.  I trim it in stages so it does not get that butchered look. If you have gardenias, camellias, or azaleas they will benefit from a foliar feeding this month.  If last spring you noticed that any of these had yellow leaves with green veins, then these acid loving plants definitely need to be sprayed with an acid fertilizer this month.  The yellow leaves in our cool rainy spring indicated that the plant roots could not take up enough iron from the soil in the cold weather.  By foliar feeding it while it is still warm, the plant should be able to make it through the upcoming winter months with green leaves. Even though I have cut my chrysanthemums back a few times over the summer, some of them are still at least 5’ tall.  So keep them tied as they continue to grow.  I have gladiolas planted in different places around the property and the ones that show from the road have reached a stage of browning of the leaves.  So I am cutting them back to about 6” above ground, if they aren’t ready to come off the corm easily.  I only do this to the ones in the areas that can be seen from the road because the brown leaves aren’t very attractive.  The others I let dry down more completely.  I also have areas of iris that need to be thinned.  I have cut them back to about 8” above ground.  After they are cut back it is easier to thin them.  
	Page 2: Out in the vegetable garden I have just removed the cucumbers.  Last month they were invaded by aphids, but I did not pull them out.  Instead I left them so the aphids would stay on them and not bother the rest of the garden.  Once the cucumbers died the aphids moved on to the squash that are at the other end of the garden.  These plants will be pulled out this month.  Indeterminate tomatoes have set another crop and the sweet million variety is still producing like crazy.  The asparagus beans that I was late in planting are now over 8’ tall.  They are beautiful and need to be picked each day.  Nothing seems to bother this bean and it has good flavor.  It is growing on a tripod and has reached the top, and is now coming back down the sides.  So it has lots of beans.If you want to plant a winter garden the stores have seed and are getting plants now.  Even if you don’t have a dedicated vegetable garden, many winter vegetables can be attractive in the flowerbeds.  Experiment a little with some cole crops and lettuces.The stone fruit trees and grapes are beginning to drop some yellow leaves now, which is quite normal for fall.    The birds had a wonderful harvest with our grapes and didn’t leave us very many.  Next year I’ll need to put up some netting. The fruit on the citrus trees are sizing well.  I see a little katydid damage on some of the outer peels, but it is only cosmetic and does not affect the fruit.   If you have been to a garden center lately you have noticed that they are starting to get bulbs in stock.  The general rule is “buy your bulbs by Labor Day and plant them by Thanksgiving”.   I will be separating some of my bulbs this month and replanting them in new areas.  Visit a nursery or garden center and find something you can’t live without.  Fall is coming and it is the best planting time of the year! 
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