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	Author: by Betty Coffelt, UC Master Gardener
	Page 1: Finally the cooler weather has arrived!  As the nights get longer and daytime temperatures cool, most landscape plants will need less water, so be sure to adjust the timers.  Landscape trees will benefit tremendously from a big soak now, since they are storing food for next year’s growth.  After that chore, get ready to rake their fallen leaves.   Bulbs coming up now are realizing the change in the season.  Some of my freesias, gladiolas, and daffodils started popping up early last month.  Don’t worry about cold weather hurting them; unless we have snow they will be fine.  If you don’t have any bulbs in your garden then wait until after Halloween to start planting, when the soil has cooled.Have you ever planted a fall garden?  Now is the time and there is lots of selection of seeds and transplants at nurseries.  You don’t need a designated garden area to enjoy some winter vegetables.  Think about edging your flower bed with parsley or planting a few red cabbages in your flower area to add color during our winter months. Spinach, chard, and kales also thrive in winter.  Use your imagination when deciding where to set plants or sow seeds.  All that is needed is a spot in the yard that gets at least 6 hours of sun (when it does shine) and most veggies will do very well with little attention. In my vegetable garden I am in the process of removing some of the old tomato plants that have stopped producing.  We still have 3 varieties with ripening fruit so for now we are leaving them. The pepper plants are going great guns now.  They love the slightly cooler days and nights.  We usually leave them until we are ready to put the veggie garden to bed for the winter and then pull them up.  The okra is also doing well.  I pick it just about every day now, but it will soon slow down if the weather stays cool.  I plan to plant globe onions and elephant garlic later this month so I am cleaning out the beans and preparing an area for them.  Early next month we will put manure on the garden and let it rest for the season.We are harvesting Grande avocados now and the Zutano variety will be ready to start picking next month.  So unless it gets really cold we will have avocados for the next 6 months or so.  The citrus are sizing nicely and there are just spots of color beginning to appear on the Washington navel and the tangerine.One of the pests that gave me problems this year was grasshoppers.  They started showing up and eating the tomatoes in late August.  I found them relatively easy to “seek and destroy” in the early mornings when it was cool and they didn’t move so fast.  I was able to really slow down their destruction of plants and fruit, but I still keep a watchful eye for those pesky invaders. 
	Page 2: If you have areas in the landscape that are prone to iron chlorosis in the spring, then fall is a great time to give them a foliar feeding of iron.  It is still warm enough for the plants to take up the iron to help them overwinter and look good next spring.  Mix your fertilizer and either use a hose end sprayer or watering can and saturate the leaves to the point of runoff.  Since it is still warm outside the leaves will quickly absorb the nutrients and start putting the elements to work.  You can also use this time to fertilize certain plants that are setting buds, such as camellias, gardenias, and azaleas.  I have one azalea and gardenia that really benefit from a fall foliar feeding and I am so pleased with how much better they look in the early spring.  If you have some sensitive plants that won’t withstand the cold, now is the time to think about what kind of protection you will provide for them over the winter.  I have many container plants that I bring into an unheated room every year.  I carefully inspect them for bugs and critters before bringing them inside.  When I find insects I spray or dab them with alcohol and then set the plant aside and recheck it in a week or two.  You don’t want to bring bugs inside to a warm area for the winter; they will quickly reproduce and rapidly be out of control. Some of my special begonias that I protect during the winter are prone to whiteflies and to those container plants I apply a systemic insecticide a couple of weeks in advance of bringing them indoors.  That’s enough time for the fumes to dissipate and the insecticide to knock down the whitefly.  When I am sure that the plants are clean I bring them in. Not all of my container plants come indoors for the winter.  I have some orchids I leave outside in a plastic covered area.  They do fine and bloom well each year.  Fall is a great time to clean up in the yard before winter sets in.  But don’t forget to plant some vegetables in the flower beds.  Not only can you enjoy them at Thanksgiving, but they will add color to brighten up the winter.  Enjoy your yard!
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