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	Page 1: Even though it is chilly outside there is a lot to do in the garden in January.  We are going to follow my garden for a bit in 2009 to discover what goes on and the tasks that occupy my time each month.  I grow vegetables, fruit trees, flowers and more flowers.  There’s also a lawn area.  My flower gardens are home to a variety of perennial plants and I can cut a vase full of flowers and foliage any day of the year. Gardening has become one of my favorite pastimes and over the years I’ve learned what types of plants work for me and which ones don’t.  Friends give me plants, Master Gardeners share their plant cuttings and bulbs, and I have purchased many unusual plants.  Some of them have thrived from the start in my garden, others took nurturing, and some just flat out failed.  As I’ve watched my plants grow over the years I’ve become familiar with the growth characteristics of the different species.  I hope I can share some of what I’ve learned with you each month.  So here we go.January is a clean-up month first and foremost at my house.  I get behind in the raking of leaves during the holidays so I start the New Year catching up on clean up chores.  It’s useful in that it gets me outside and moving around.  I bundle myself up in warm clothes, set myself on a task, and before long I almost forget that it is winter.  Birds chirp, the wind rustles the leaves, and the sounds of the outdoors keep me company.  If you have deciduous trees and shrubs including roses, now is the time to inspect the undersides of leaves on the ground for signs of insect pests.  You might find tiny eggs or even the adult insects.  We must remember that there are beneficial insects (good guys) and pest insects (bad guys) in every garden.  If you remember that your tree or shrub leaves were all wrinkled up or stippled, had holes in them or dripped honeydew all summer, then there is a good chance that they were being eaten by some of the bad guys.  These would be thrips, mites, worms, aphids, scale, whiteflies, or psyllids.  You can go to the Master Gardener website under UC Gardening Information and look up the Pest Note to see pictures of these bugs.  If this is the case for you, then rake those leaves away from the plants.  A pile of leaves on the ground is like a warm and toasty electric blanket.  The bad guys love it and they are just having a wonderful time over wintering and getting ready to spring forth come the first sign of warm weather.  By cleaning up the leaves you are taking their comfy home away from them.  If you leave the leaves the insect population will explode as warm weather arrives and you will be left to fight them all spring, summer and fall.  By cleaning up the leaves in other areas of my garden, I can also see where the emerging bulbs are and that way I don’t step on them.  In my yard bulbs bloom from early November through July.
	Page 2: Now don’t be over zealous and remove every fallen leaf from your property.  There are some areas where I let the leaves lay.  There are plenty of bare areas where I don’t have plants and I pile the leaves and let them serve as mulch and gradually decompose.  Leaf litter is good for the soil and is easy to turn into the ground by the time spring rolls around.  I also add bunches of leaves to my compost piles. Pruning is my next task in January.  Thank goodness I only have 28 rose bushes to prune (I used to have 80!).  I also have 3 deciduous landscape trees and several fruit trees:  4 peach, 1 nectarine, 1 cherry and 1 persimmon.  The Master Gardeners have a rose pruning demonstration and winter plant workshop scheduled for Saturday, January 10; 1-4 pm at the Tulare County Courthouse, so come on out and join us.  Not only will we talk about pruning, but we will also cover planting bare root fruit trees and grapes. My last task for January is dormant oil spraying.  Lightweight horticultural oil is sprayed on leafless shrubs and trees to smother insect pests.  This preventive measure is the most environmentally friendly way to get rid of insect pests. When you add copper or a fungicide to the spray mixture then it can work on certain bacterial and fungal diseases that are common in our valley.  Fruit trees and roses are often sprayed when they are dormant because it is easy to cover their twigs and branches when they are exposed.  The most common ailments are peach leaf curl, brown rot, and fireblight, and again you may consult a UC Pest Note for more detailed information.  Next month we’ll start to work in the vegetable garden.
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