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	Title: In My Garden - November 2009 
	Author: by Betty Coffelt, UC Master Gardener
	Page 1: Thanksgiving holidays spur gardeners in many ways.  What we notice first in November is that the days are markedly shorter.  When the nights shift to being longer than the days, it triggers some plants to start setting flower buds.  Chrysanthemums, Poinsettias, and the Zygocacti (Thanksgiving and Christmas cacti) that you see blooming in stores are a few examples.  These plants have been grown in greenhouses and “encouraged” to bloom for a certain marketing slot just by manipulating the day length in the greenhouse.  In our own gardens these plants are budding and may have a slightly earlier, later, or more prolonged bloom period.  Thanksgiving also signals the “last call” to plant spring blooming bulbs.  The period between Halloween and Thanksgiving is the perfect time to plant these bulbs in our region.  If you are like me you went shopping in September and were lured to purchase a bunch of bulbs when you saw the beautiful pictures of their flowers.  We all have the good intention of getting them in the ground quickly, but other things come along.  My bag still sits on the potting bench, so the Thanksgiving mark serves as my deadline to get it done.  Most of my previously planted bulbs are up now.  The lilies are usually the last to poke their heads above ground.   Here are some helpful hints to planting bulbs:• Plant where bulbs will get at least 6 hours of sunlight.• Plant twice the depth of the length of the bulb.  • Plant the pointed end up. • If the bulb is not pointed and if you don’t know which end is up, plant sideways and let the bulb do the work.  Shoots will go up (phototropism) and roots will go down (geotropism).  Bulbs and seeds are hardwired to perform this way. Perhaps you’ve noticed that the roses have revived from the summer heat and their color is at their peak right now.  Thanksgiving reminds me to stop cutting on my roses.  Continually cutting on the roses forces new growth that is very tender and these shoots can be killed by frost, which could damage the rose bush.  So cut a bunch of blooms for the holiday and then leave the bushes alone until it’s time to prune them in January.Several of my succulents are blooming now and the hummingbirds love them.  Some flower spikes are 18” tall and each has different shades of peach colored bell shaped flowers hanging on the end of the spike.  It’s very entertaining to watch the birds gather the nectar, seems to be a real treat for the little fellows.  
	Page 2: Now is the time to get after those weeds that have come up since our nice rain in October or some of those last spurge plants of the season.  The ground is soft so you can “hula hoe” them down in no time and they won’t have a chance to go to seed.  This would also be a good time to hula hoe some of the extra plants you have coming up from seed.  In my yard its larkspur, Irish bells and alyssum, but several salvias and lamb’s ear could be popping up all over too.  Out in the veggie garden standing tall along with the garlic are the onions I planted last month.  That’s all I have right now because my annual ritual is to pull up my garden at the end of October and spread a thick layer of composted steer manure for the winter rains to wash into the ground.   Before you rip out your tomato bushes, harvest the remaining green tomatoes.  Examine the blossom end of the fruit and look for a star.  That’s “star” not “scar”.  A mature green tomato will have a star formed by 5 tiny white lines coming from the blossom center.  If starring has occurred, then left alone these green fruit will ripen to a full red and will still have good taste.  I just pick them and lay them in a box in a single layer.  I usually have red tomatoes at Christmas time.  My early avocado tree has been picked and the second tree is ready to start harvesting.  The fruit on the citrus trees are continuing to grow and are showing a little more color.  Grapes vines and fruit trees are shedding leaves now, so there is lots of clean up to do.There is plenty of beautiful color in the foliage at this time of year and it is not limited to tree leaves.  My oak leaf hydrangea bush is an intense red color and berries on Chinese pistache trees, pyracantha, and heavenly bamboo are turning red too.  Speaking of tree leaves, you’ll probably notice the drone of leaf blowers in the air more than you like to hear.  To me raking leaves is enjoyable and I get to them when I get to them.  Slow down a little to admire the fall colors on your property and everywhere else you may wander this Thanksgiving.  
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