
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tulare/Kings Counties 

Volunteer Program 

Master Gardener Newspaper Articles 



 


	Untitled

	Title: In My Garden – May 2010 
	Author: by Betty Coffelt, UC Master Gardener
	Page 1: The month of May has burst onto the scene in full bloom!  Everywhere you look flowers are decorating the view. Here at my house the smell of citrus blooms fills the air and is just beginning to fade.  The Bells of Ireland blooms are just beginning to turn their off white color as they dry.  Many people use them in dried arrangements.  I always let a few go to seed for plants for next year.  They also make great indoor floral arrangements, since the flowers last such a long time after being cut.  Peonies seem to be having a bumper crop of flowers this year.  My first one to bloom is now starting petal fall, while the others are just setting buds.  By growing different types of the same plant you can extend your bloom over a much longer period.  Peonies are a garden favorite and are one of the plants that continue to get better with age.  Even when not in bloom the plant is attractive in the landscape.  They have dark green leaves that stand up to our valley heat.  When planting peonies make sure to not plant them too deeply, I only cover them with an inch of soil.  Lilacs are another example of having varieties with different bloom times.  I only have two varieties, but one finished blooming almost a month ago and the other is in full bloom now.  Remember when removing dead flowers on your lilac to only cut back to the first two sets of leaves that are opposite each other; this will insure blooms next year.  If you have to trim the bush back more, it will still have leaves next year, but not as many flowers.I have been digging up daffodils as they have gotten too crowded in their allotted space.  They bloomed nicely this spring, but were so thick that some of my smaller perennials, especially the gerbera daisies, had a difficult time growing.  So I have dug all bulbs out 12” from the center of each plant.  This will not only help my other perennials, but thinning the bulbs will promote bulb bloom next year.  The two main reasons bulbs don’t bloom are being overcrowded and not getting enough sunlight.  Amaryllis is also starting to bloom.  I have several kinds and because of where they are planted they receive varying amounts of light so they bloom at different times.  This is another example of how to extend bloom time.  Just remember that most plants need at least 6 hours of sunlight to ensure good bloom.  By planting some in full sun and other in different amount of shade you will really have flowers a lot longer.  When it comes to miniature roses, I have some beautiful ones that my Mother-in-law has given me over the years.  They can get loaded with blooms and deadheading was a real chore until I learned this tip from a fellow Master Gardener.  Rather than pruners she uses a “Shop Vac” to remove the spent blooms.  It removes faded flowers but does not harm good flowers or buds.  
	Page 2: With everything growing so quickly right now it is difficult to keep up with all of the gardening chores.  However some chores are critical especially “thinning” your stone fruit.  I have three peach trees and the nectarine tree thinned, but the donut peach is amazing.  I have removed over four hundred fruit so far and some limbs I still haven’t touched.  I have never seen anything like it and it is only about six feet tall!  We are keeping all our trees at a six foot height so that they can be harvested and pruned without a ladder.Also out in the garden I notice the onion and garlic bulbs enlarging.  Leaves of the elephant garlic stand about four feet tall.  On it I leave the seed heads whereas on the onions I break them off or bend them over.   want the energy to go into bulb formation not flower or seed production.  Neither will be ready for harvest for about a month.  The onions tops will begin to look wilted and will soften, and then it will be time to harvest.  My potato bushes are looking very pretty now and the flowers are about ready to open.  You can very carefully dig and find some very small red potatoes when the plant is in bloom.  Larger potatoes will be ready in a few weeks, when the plants start to wither.  The experiment of growing potatoes in a 5-gallon bucket seems to be going well.  The plants are now about 6” above the top of the bucket and look very healthy.  They too are starting to bloom now.Last but not least, avocados are in the middle of their spring leaf drop, so don’t be alarmed if the trees look sickly right now.  Be sure not to overwater them; they are not dropping leaves because they are dry.  This is normal for most evergreens.  Come join the Master Gardeners at Zumwalt Park in Tulare this Saturday from 10am to 2pm and get all your gardening questions answered. 
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