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	Title: In My Garden - August 2010
	Author: by Betty Coffelt, Master Gardener
	Page 1: The hot summer weather has increased the need to water and I find that the more I water, the more weed seeds that sprout.  Weeding is my major task right now.  I make a daily inspection to keep the weeds under watch.  Composting made easy:  Because we are replacing a 32-foot section of fence in our yard, we had to move one of our composting areas.  We have two compost areas and they are different from each other.  This one was out of the way and in a corner, but it was in the way of the new fence.  Composting is a very easy thing to do and has good rewards for your effort.  I am a gardener who likes to do things the easy way.  I do not turn either of my piles and I do not mind if it takes a little longer to get the finished product.  One of my composting containers is an old garbage can on wheels.  My husband cut a 12-inch square out of the lower front starting about 3-inches above the bottom of the can.  This is where the finished compost falls as it becomes ready.  About l8-inches from the ground he drilled four holes (two each on opposite sides) and inserted rebar pieces across the can.  Then we put a wire mesh with holes about half an inch square on top of the rebar.  Once we drilled a few air holes in the sides and top of the can, it was ready for business.  The finished compost falls to the bottom of the can and is easy to scoop out.  The other composting method we use is a wire mesh shaped into a tube.  We used ‘hogwire’ with a 1-inch by 3-inch mesh and the tube is about 30-inches in diameter and 3-feet tall.  It sets on the ground and in the center of the circle I made a tepee out of old 2 by 4’s about l8-inches in length.  This helps with airflow in the pile, since I never turn it.  We layer our yard waste into the tube alternating green (wet) and brown (dry) materials, using approximately equal amounts of each.  As the material decays in the mesh tube, the finished product falls out around the base of the wire container.  I am then able to scoop it up as needed.  Some of the green materials we use are grass clippings and vegetable scraps.  For dry items we rely heavily on shredded paper.  We always have lots of paper and nowadays you don’t have to worry about the ink as almost all used today is soy based.  The only dry leaves I use are from the avocado trees.  We have other trees but since we have some cottony cushion scale, I don’t compost them.  Instead, those leaves go in our green waste for the city compost.  They build big piles and the temperatures get hot enough to kill the insects.There are many items you can use to make your compost bin and you can make it any size you need.  Since ours are in the back garden I am not so concerned about looks.  I also don’t water my piles as it is not handy to do so; so the only water they get is rain during the winter.  
	Page 2: You can spend next to no time or money on compost piles or you can spend quite a bit of time turning them in pretty containers.  About the only difference is time from start to finished product.  Try some composting and see how easy it can be.Garden Chores:  I have cleaned up all my alstroemeria.  I pulled out all the old growth, covered them with a light layer of the compost, watered well, and now they are starting to grow again.  You can do this with amaryllis also.  Just let it dry out, remove the dead leaves, then start watering it again, and it will bloom a second time.  I can’t do this with all of mine as some are in areas that get water all season so the leaves stay green.  These will not bloom again. I’ve just finished cutting back all of my different hydrangeas.  Now is the time to get hydrangeas ready for next year.  All of mine except the climbing hydrangea are cut back by two thirds to one half because of the limited space they have.  The color in the leaves of the oak leave hydrangea is already showing a slight color change.  They can be very colorful in the fall with leaves that are bronze to crimson. I started some flower seeds at the end of June and I’ll transplant them in the garden this month.  This gives my flower beds a little boost of color when mixed in with the other flowers that have had a long hot summer.  Fruits and Veggies:  In the vegetable garden, we are kept busy with picking each day.  My sweet million tomato must have produced that many by now.  I am very happy with the flavor and it seems to be consistent.  Most of the other tomatoes are now ripening.  This seems to be about the best year we have had for squash.  We have actually kept up with picking them.  They have been really good on the barbeque.  Our latest peach will be ready this week.  So far the birds have not bothered the peaches, but I am in a daily battle with the birds for the grapes.  We might have to net them next year.  We are still harvesting the thornless blackberry.The citrus and avocado fruit are sizing nicely.  Except for fighting cottony cushion scale on the grapefruit they are all doing well.  It is important to make sure your trees are watered deeply and not just the surface.  Enjoy Summer:  I notice the days growing shorter, but I’ve been making the most of the cool mornings and the late evenings.  Don’t forget to enjoy your garden in the summer! 
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