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	Author: by Betty Coffelt, Master Gardener
	Page 1: Have you noticed how much brighter colors are on blooming plants?  Cooler temperatures excite certain pigments in plants.  The light rains have also cleaned up the leaves and the air, so views are very crisp.Bulb bowls:  Here is a holiday gift idea.  If you start now you can make a beautiful “bulb bowl” and force the bulbs by Christmas.  Even if you make the bowl for yourself, it is a good way to use up left over bulbs from the garden.   Use any clear, clean container and fill to within 1” of the top with aquarium gravel or glass pebbles.  The gravel comes in several colors and sizes so choose what you like.  Then set bulbs or one large bulb on top of the gravel and add water to the top of the gravel.  Put the containers in a location where you will look at them and as you notice the water level dropping in the container refill to the top of the gravel.  Smaller bulbs like narcissus or hyacinth need a smaller container.  Large bulbs like amaryllis will need a larger container.  They are beautiful gifts to give but need approximately 6 weeks to bloom so you have to start now. Bulb beds:  If you bought bulbs such as crocus, daffodils, dutch iris, hyacinth, narcissus, ranunculus or tulips but have not planted them yet, be sure to set them in the ground by the end of the month.  The best time to plant bulbs around here is between Halloween and Thanksgiving.  I am always looking for something new in the bulb market.  A friend gave me some LA lily bulbs and I found a new pink daffodil to plant.    If you had bulbs from previous years all but the latest are probably up and growing well now; they can be just breaking ground to several inches tall.  In our climate, most bulbs will naturalize and come back for many years.  So once you’ve planted a bed of bulbs, you can expect it to be there next year.  Tulips are an exception.  Our soil temperatures are just not cool enough for a long enough period for tulips to meet their chilling requirement.  I do have some tulips that were given to me one year on my birthday and each year they come back and bloom, but this is an exception and not the general rule.Flowerbeds:  The larkspur seeds I tossed out last month are about 2 inches tall.  They bloom in the very early spring.  I am deadheading my roses for the last time this year.  They will bloom one more time and I will leave the rose hips on them to help them go dormant and get ready to be pruned in January.  I have one lilac that thinks it is spring and is now blooming.  Herbaceous perennials that I cut back a few months ago are blooming again.  I have a few penstemon that are really impressive with orange-red flowers contrasting with gray-green leaves.  My Chinese penstemon does not bloom in the fall but is sending up new shoots for spring.
	Page 2: A striking color in my flowerbeds is from the oakleaf hydrangea.  This hydrangea is one of the few that is native to the United States.  It is a dramatic white blooming shrub that provides interest in every season.  Its leaves are shaped like an oak leaf and now that it is fall they are almost totally burgundy in color.  Unlike the mophead hydrangea, the oakleaf grows very well in drier soil and thrives in our summer heat.  When planting this hydrangea it is important to place it in an area that has excellent drainage and to make sure that it never has “wet feet”.  It can get root rot, if it stands in soggy soil even for short periods. Fruit and veggies:  Out in the garden the winter vegetables are growing strong.  If you like spinach this is the time to plant.  We have been harvesting green onions and avocadoes.  The berries are still growing so they are still tied up.  My other chore is raking fallen leaves from the fruit trees and grapes.I am prepared to start pruning my fruit trees when the leaves are off the trees, which is usually after Thanksgiving.  Then they’ll get their first spraying of dormant oil.  We’ll talk about that next month. Arm protectors:  Here’s a tip to protect your arms that works well for me.  I found some arm protectors made of canvas that have elastic at the top and snaps at the wrist.  It is easy to move your arms with them on, but they are stiff enough to protect your arms from getting scratched, when working with prickly bushes and such.  I have tried them with blackberries and was very pleased.  They were very reasonably priced and well worth the investment. These would make a great gift for the gardener.  I’ll be wearing mine, when I prune the roses next year. Enjoy gardening in the cooler temperatures.  It’s great exercise and Thanksgiving is coming! 
	Date: November 4, 2010


