
How to appreciate performing art 

without spending a fortune

The cost of tickets is one reason people don’t attend as many performances as they would like. Here are 
some ways to attend concerts on a budget.

Take advantage of your student status

Many organizations have a Student Price for tickets. Usually, you are considered a student all the way 
through college. Some also have a Senior Price, so consider asking a grandparent or older friend to 
accompany you.

All the major organizations (symphony, opera, ballet, theater) have Student Rush tickets. A “rush” ticket 
can only be purchased at the door on the day of the concert. They will sell you any remaining ticket for a 
very good price – you could see an opera or symphony concert for $5-$10, when other people are paying 
over $200! The downsides are that if the concert sells out in advance there won’t be any rush tickets, 
you might not get multiple seats together, and you might not be able to choose your seat.

Keep it local

Local Parks often have a free concert series in the summer. Concerts are in a wide range of musical 
styles. Bring your own blanket or chairs and a picnic dinner. The relaxed atmosphere means you can talk 
while the music is playing and let small children move around.



Even small towns have community theater organizations, choirs, dance schools, and instrumental 
ensembles. Because these groups use volunteer performers, their ticket prices are very reasonable ($0-
$20). They may have discounts for students, too. 

Check local churches for concerts. Churches often have classical musical concerts, especially if they have 
a pipe organ or an especially beautiful space.  The performers might be from the church or they could be 
groups from other places (even from other countries). The concert may be inexpensive or even free. If 
they ask for a donation, try to offer what you can, but you will not be turned away if it is less than the 
suggested amount.

Schools and Colleges are a great place to see performing art! What young performers lack in technical 
skill they make for with enthusiasm. Look for choir, band and orchestra concerts, plays, and musicals. 
They may have unusual offerings such as student film festivals or poetry readings. Prices are usually $0-
10 for a middle school or high school performance, and $5-$20 for a college performance. 

See it before the public



Ask if you can attend a rehearsal. The dress rehearsal is the final rehearsal before the performance and 
usually includes a complete run through of the program, just like a concert. You might see a few 
mistakes, but you also get to see how the director corrects them. Rehearsals are not open to the public 
so you need special permission. For example, Portland Opera lets students have tickets to dress 
rehearsals, and the Oregon Symphony will allow student field trips to weekday rehearsals. 

Find a deal

Many organizations offer special discount codes to people who have bought tickets before and are on 
the group’s mailing list. Ask about a group discount if you have 10 people or more. Watch sites like 
Groupon or the Chinook Book for discounts to professional arts groups. 

Do you know an artist? Let them know you’d like to come to a performance. They may know if there is a 
discount code or they might get “comp” (complimentary, free) tickets.

Volunteer! All arts companies use volunteers. If you help sell tickets or work as an usher, you’ll get to 
hear and possibly watch the program while you help out.

If your family qualifies for SNAP dollars and has an Oregon Trail card, you can buy tickets through the 
Arts For All program. More than 70 of the best arts organizations in the region participate in this 
program. Contact the arts organization to find out how to purchase Arts For All tickets for $5 each.

https://racc.org/artsforall/

https://racc.org/artsforall/


  

You are tomorrow’s audience, arts supporters, and performers
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