
Benefits of 
Becoming a  
Master Gardener

S ome people say 

becoming a master 

gardener has changed their 

life. Master gardener 

volunteers help people in 

their local community and 

expand their horticultural 

horizons. They explore the 

life of the garden, put what 

they know into practice, and 

enjoy working with 

dedicated master gardener 

colleague-volunteers in a 

wide variety of interesting 

and challenging activities. 

Universit y of C alifornia
Cooper ative e x tension

Master 
 Gardener

Volunteer Program

MG Endowment Fund
The California Master Gardener 
Endowment Fund will provide 
support in perpetuity for the 
California Master Gardener programs 
and activities. For information about 
making a tax-deductible gift to the 
Master Gardener Endowment Fund, 
visit the master gardener Web site 
and click on “Endowment Fund”, or 
phone us at the number below.

Find Out More
Visit our Web site:  
http://camastergardeners.ucdavis.edu

Call, write or e-mail:

Statewide Master Gardener Program
Agriculture and Natural Resources
University of California Cooperative 

Extension
One Shields Avenue
Davis, CA 95616-8575
(530) 754-6000

info@camastergardeners.ucdavis.edu  
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The  Mission of the  
Master Gardener Program
The purpose of the University of California 
Master Gardener Program is to extend to the 
public research-based information, verified 
by UC experts, about home horticulture, pest 
identification, landscape management and other 
environmental and natural resource issues. 

How We Fulfill our Mission
Master gardener volunteers are avid 
home gardeners who work to promote 
environmentally responsible horticultural 
practices. The goals include providing 
information about maintenance of healthy 
gardens to reduce fertilizer and pesticide 
pollutants into groundwater and surface water, 
conserving water, composting green waste to 
reduce landfill materials and to improve air 
quality by reducing burning of green waste 
prunings. These goals are attained through 
talks and demonstrations, plant clinics, staffing 
phone help-lines, training at community 
gardens, staffing information tables at farmers’ 
markets, fairs and nurseries, writing newspaper 
articles, distributing UC-published information, 
helping to collect data for 
UCCE researchers and 
much more.

practices, plant 
management 
practices, soil and 
plant nutrition, 

pest identification and management, plant 
problem diagnosis and research resources, 
and more. Most county training programs 
are 50 hours of class time over a 16-week 
period. Participants must pass a take-home 
or open book final exam to become certified.

3. Certification Requirements

First-year master gardeners are required 
to volunteer a minimum of 50 hours 
of service to master gardener program 
activities. Master 
gardeners are 
then re-certified 
annually. In 
order to recertify, 
master gardeners 
must serve a 
minimum of 
25 hours of 
volunteer time 
and must complete 12 hours of approved 
continuing education each year.

Master 
 Gardener

Volunteer Program

T he Master Gardener Volunteer 
Program is a partnership among 

the University of California, the USDA, 
county governments and California 
residents. For home gardeners this program 
is the main outreach and public service 
arm of UC’s Division of Agriculture 
and Natural Resources (ANR). The 
Master Gardener Program training and 
management is directed and administered 
by the county UC Cooperative Extension 
offices. Certified master gardener volunteers 
are agents of UCCE. In exchange for the 
excellent training they receive, master 
gardener volunteers extend horticultural 
information and offer educational programs 
and garden-related demonstrations in 
their communities. 

Become a Certified 
Master Gardener

1. Certified Master 
Gardener Application

The Master Gardener Program is administrated 
at a state level through ANR, but is managed 
locally in participating counties. To find out 
more about becoming a master gardener, 
contact the UCCE office in your county. 
Contact information for each county Master 
Gardener Program is linked on the main state 
Web site at http://camastergardeners.ucdavis.
edu. Most programs accept new trainees every 
other year, and some offer annual trainings. 

There are master gardener programs in about 
40 counties with additional programs being 
formed in the near future. 

2. Master Gardener Training Program

Once accepted into the master gardener 
training program, participants must complete 
an extensive horticulture training course. 
Most training programs charge a fee to cover 
training expenses. However, financial hardship 
scholarships may be available in certain 
counties. Because many programs work with 
school-based garden programs, all participants 

are required to be fingerprinted and go 
through a background screening. 

Course subject matter includes 
environmentally sound horticulture 

The University of California does not discriminate in any 
of its policies, procedures, or practices. The University is an 
affirmative action/equal opportunity employer.
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