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Introduction
Why do Showmanship?

Is it because your project leader says you need to be in the class?

Is it because your parents say just do it?

Have you ever thought about why we do showmanship?

And what is Showmanship?

The short answer is that showmanship is when you, the exhibitor show a Judge your animal to the best of your ability.

You are the one being scored not the animal.

Your knowledge of your breed, variety, history, general care, terminology all play a part in how the judge will select a winner.

Being confident and clean in your movement of handling the animal, safely going through your showmanship routine and knowing more than the basic answers will put you at the top of your class.

If you say you are checking the crop on the bird – the judge may later ask you what is the purpose of the crop and what does it feels like.

Anything you tell the judge, you should have a working knowledge of the correct name, what it is, and what to do if you find something wrong.

The more you know, the better you will do.

Good luck with Showmanship.

Showmanship Routine

Eyes- you are checking the eyes for blind spots, odd colored eyes, pink eye, clarity.

Ring around the eyes- checking for cracks, breaks or bumps in the ring around the eye.

Ceres- checking for cracks or breaks in the ceres. Also check for correct color.

Nose- checking the nose for discharge and for signs for sickness.

Beak- checking for creaks or breaks in the beak.

Over hang of the beak- the beak can grow an over hang and make it hard for the bird to eat. Check to see if it need trimming.

Check the throat for Canker- it will appear as yellow cottage cheese in the throat, you are checking for this because if the bird has canker it will be unable to eat or drink. It is contagious to other birds.

Head- checking for the correct head size, shape, color of your breed of bird. 

Width of body- measuring the size of the bird chest, between the 2 wings and show the judge. Looking for firmness of breast muscle, checking for bumps or tumors.

Wings- open the wings one at a time and lift the bird up for light to help you see. Check for mites and pin holes in the wings.

Tail - Check for mites and pin holes, little harder than wings.

Flip bird over- so the bird is upside down and its back is towards you.

Check wings again- you will be able see through some of the feathers you couldn’t see before. Check for mites and pinholes.

Vent- check to make sure vent is clean, moist and free of parasites.

Pelvic Bones - measure the bone width (from bone to bone with your fingers) Show the judge.

Legs - checking for broken bones in the legs and firmness of leg muscles.

Feet - check for bumble foot (happens when bird stands on cage surface) a sign of infection on the toes and bottom of the feet.

Toes - check to make sure the toes are not broken, none are missing and the correct color for the breed, check to see if nails need trimming.

Keel Bone – check for cracks or breaks. Check the length with your thumb and index finger – show judge.

Flip bird back- so the bird is no longer upside down.

Now turn the bird so it faces the judge let go of the legs an hold onto the bird with your right hand, then with your spare hand:

Check the crop – to see when the bird last ate food.

Check for scaly mites on the legs - an erupted scale is an indication of scaly mites or birds age. Scaley legs are rare in pigeons.

Reset your bird to original position – ask Judge if there are any questions.

The Judge will either ask questions now, or tell you to put the bird away, then ask you questions.

Pigeon Showmanship

Step By Step
How to scissor your fingers to hold the bird
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Decage the bird

Open cage, reach in, gather bird, secure the wings, 

bring bird out facing you so they do not break feathers, close cage
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Hold the bird safe and secure before starting showmanship
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Check the eyes
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Check the Ceres
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Check the nose
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Check the beak
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Check the overhang of the beak
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Check the throat for canker
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Head – check for correct size and shape for breed
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Width of body, show Judge
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Wings –open one at a time, lift to the light to check for pin worms
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Tail – check for mites and pin holes
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Flip bird over so bird is upside down and its back it towards you
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Check the wings again from this new position
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Check the vent
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Check the pubic bones, show Judge
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Legs –check for broken bones
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Toes & nails – check that none are missing or broken, correct color
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Keel Bone – check for breaks and size
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Show the Judge
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Flip bird back to position
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Turn bird so it faces the Judge, switching hands, so you can use your good hand 
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Check the crop to see when it last ate food
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Check for scaly mites on the legs
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Reset bird to first position
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Ask the Judge if they have any questions.

The Judge will either ask you questions now or 

ask you to put the bird away and come back to ask you questions.

Putting the bird back in the cage 

Open cage, put bird in head first careful not to break feathers, close cage securely
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Sample Judges Questions

What is the life span for a pigeon?
How long does it take for an egg to hatch?

Where is the ______ on the bird?

What do birds eat?

What parasites can birds get, and how would you treat them?

What breed is your bird?

What variety is your bird?
What is your bird used for?
What diseases are there, what are the symptoms, how can you treat the bird?

How many other colors of your bird are there? Can you name them?
What is Coccidiosis?

As with any species you might show – you should be an expert on your animal. 

Know everything about the breed, where it originated, its history, the vitals, age span,

egg incubation, body parts, diet, housing, minimum and maximum weights, 

what your species breed and variety is used for. 

Example – Racing Homer Pigeon or Utility breed (consumption)

Other Information

Dress Code

It is important to read the exhibitor handbook of the Event or Fair you plan on showing at. In the book it usually will say something like Exhibitors are expected to show in the uniform of their organization.

Most Fairs invite 4-H, F.F.A., Grange and Independents to participate, so check your state organization to see what they currently recommend as their uniform guideline.

Exhibitors should always plan on being clean and neat, have insignia placed correctly on hats, jackets or vests.

Girls should tie back hair and have no nail polish or jewelry.

Long sleeved shirts suggested but not always required.
Good Sportsmanship
Hopefully this goes without having to say it.

Anytime you are exhibiting or representing an organization in public you should be on your best behavior.

If you are fortunate enough to Win, be gracious and humble. 

Remember someone else had to lose for you to win.

Be kind when accepting congratulations. 

Always thank your Judges and show staff, and leaders who have helped you in your project.
If you lose, do not behave poorly. Do not sulk, cry or get angry. Do not blame the Judge or your Leader. Try to learn from them, why you lost and make improvements next time.

How often to practice showmanship
Pigeon is a year round animal. It is not bought for a determined period of time like the market animals. On a daily basis you will be checking its food, water and looking at your bird for signs of illness. Try to handle your bird as much as you can when it is young. I try at least once a week throughout the year. Then once a month you have project meetings and then as you get close to shows, you might handle your bird 3 – 4 times a week. Every time you handle the bird, it experiences some stress, so be gentle but confident. The week leading up to fair, I practice daily.

Any safety concerns when handling a pigeon.

The hens are usually more docile. I have found the males tend to peck more and can draw blood.

Be careful when removing them from cages and putting them back in so you do not damage feathers.

When you hold the bird be firm and have good control.

If it starts to flap its wings, don’t panic, just cover the wings with your hands at the wing butt area and pull the bird to your chest to trap and secure it safely.

Depending on the breed of pigeon – if it does get loose, racing homers if trained will fly home. If they are not trained – you just lost your bird. It may stay in the area for a few days, so try to put out some food and catch it with a net.

Heavy weight utility type birds, you have a better chance of catching because they fly up not very far (like to the top of the fence line) and you can catch them more easily.
Getting your pigeon ready for show.

Before you get to the show, you have a little bit of work to do.

All year you should have already been handling the bird, feeding it correctly, checking for any health problems, de worming and trimming nails.

Now that the show is close, you need to get your bird ready.
I clean my bird the morning it needs to go to the Fair.
Make sure you have a clean travel cage ready.

Give your bird a bath, check for lice, mites, pin holes.

Some judges will say just giving the bird a bowl of water to bath in is fine but I like to clean the bird myself.

I use a 3 tub system: 1st tub has warm soapy water, 2nd tub has warm rinse water,  3rd tub is a final warm rinse. I use a yellow shampoo instead of a blue shampoo because it rinses out easier. I also use a towel and hair dryer on my birds before they go into their travel cage.

When the bird is clean and dry – give it a dusting of lice powder or “Seven” Dust powder.

Do not put a clean bird back into a dirty cage or you will need to wash again. 

At the show, we do not put pigeons on wire cage bottoms so they do not break nails and toes or develop bumble foot. We line the bottom of the cage with tar paper (usually provided by the fair – but bring you own just in case).

Just before the judging starts, I detail the bird with a topical oil called VetRX.  

I put it on the legs, toes and beak to help prevent the bird form getting sick at the show and it brightens the color on the legs, feet and beak.

Pigeon Chart
(Dove parts are similar.)
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Pigeon Skeleton

[image: image63.png]



How to Feed Your Pigeon a Healthy Diet
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In the wild, pigeons are divided into two groups based on their diet. Some live on mostly on seeds, plus insects, green shoots and leaves. These are the seed-eaters, grouped in the subfamily Columbinae. Most domestic pigeons are seed-eaters. The other pigeons are the fruit-eaters in the subfamily Treroninae. They are difficult to keep in captivity because of their demanding diet.
Feed your bird raw greens that are rich in minerals like spinach, romaine lettuce, endive, watercress and clover. While iceberg lettuce is an acceptable treat, it has less nutritional value than other greens and is comparatively high in sugars, so it shouldn't be a major staple in your pigeon's diet.
Your seed-eating or fruit-eating pigeon will enjoy fresh fruits like berries, cherries, apples and pears. Any type of non-citrus fruit is fine for your bird. Hall also notes that you should only use fresh unspoiled fruit, never canned or frozen fruit. Fruit should be cut up into small pieces, but not put through a food processor.
Most commercial pigeon foods are made with raw grains, seeds and legumes. Ingredients can include peas, maple peas, hemp seeds, milo, wheat and canary grass seeds. If you aren't feeding a commercial pelleted product to your seed-eating bird as a staple, make sure to feed it plenty of these raw grains, seeds and legumes.[image: image66.png]NUTRI SOURGE' T
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Cool Pigeon Facts:
 
 

Origins: Pigeons and doves have been around for a long time—long before humans. Rock Doves are thought to have originated in southern Asia several million years ago. Compare this to modern humans that first appeared about 120,000 years ago.
 
Size and weight: A pigeon is about 13 inches (32 cm) in length from bill to tail and weighs a little less than a pound (0.35 kg). Males are slightly bigger than females.
 
Hen: an adult female pigeon.
 
Cock: an adult male pigeon.
 
Hatchling: a newly hatched pigeon just a few days old.
 
Squab: a young pigeon from 1–30 days old.
When ready to leave its nest, a squab can sometimes weigh more than its parents.
 
Peeper or Squeaker: a young bird that is learning to eat.
 
Fledgling: a bird that is ready to fly or that has just taken its first flight.
 
Juvenile: a bird out of its nest and flying but less than eight months old.
 
Nest and roosting sites: A pigeon nest usually is constructed on covered building ledges that resemble cliffs, a Rock Dove’s natural habitat. They also nest and roost on the support structures under bridges in cities and along highways.
 
Nests: Pigeons build their nests with small twigs. A cock brings the nesting material to his mate, one piece at a time, and she builds the nest. Nests are usually well hidden and hard to find.
 
Eggs and incubation: Pigeons usually lay two white eggs. The parents take turns keeping their eggs warm (incubating). Males usually stay on the nest during the day; females, at night. Eggs take about 18 days to hatch.
 
Food for young: Both male and female parent pigeons produce a special substance called "pigeon milk," which they feed to their hatchlings during their first week of life. Pigeon milk is made in a special part of the bird’s digestive system called the "crop." When hatchlings are about one week old, the parents start regurgitating seeds with crop milk; eventually seeds replace the pigeon milk.
 
Colors: There may be as many as 28 pigeon color types, called "morphs," but Project Pigeon Watch groups them into just seven morphs. Pigeons also have colorful neck feathers. These iridescent green, yellow, and purple feathers are called "hackle." Adult males and females look alike, but a male’s hackle is more iridescent than a female’s.
White "color:" White feathers are actually feathers that have no color pigments. So, when you see white on pigeons you are actually seeing no color. Pigeons that are all white are usually albinos. These white "doves" are frequently released during ceremonies to symbolize love and peace.
 
Feathers: Pigeons have many types of feathers including contour feathers, the stiff feathers that give the body its shape, and down, the fluffy insulating feathers. Many pigeon feathers are accompanied by one or two filoplume feathers, which look like hairs. These filoplumes may have sensory functions, such as, detecting touch and pressure changes.
 
Eye colors: Adults have orange or reddish orange eyes; juveniles that are less than six to eight months old have medium brown or grayish brown eyes.
 
Leg and feet colors: Pigeon legs and feet are red to pink to grayish black. Their claws are usually grayish black but can be white on some pigeons. Some birds have "stockings," which are feathers on their legs and feet!
 
Ceres: The Ceres is the fleshy covering on the upper part of a pigeon's beak.  It is grayish in young birds or juveniles, and white in adults.  Albino birds may have pinkish Ceres.
 
Eyesight: Pigeon eyesight is excellent. Like humans, pigeons can see color, but they also can see ultraviolet light—part of the light spectrum that humans can’t see. Pigeons are sometimes used in human search-and-rescue missions because of their exceptional vision.

 
Hearing: Pigeons can hear sounds at much lower frequencies than humans can, such as wind blowing across buildings and mountains, distant thunderstorms, and even far-away volcanoes. Sensitive hearing may explain why pigeons sometimes fly away for no apparent reason: maybe they heard something you can’t.
 
Sounds: Pigeons make two types of sounds: vocal (using voice) and non-vocal. The primary call used by males to attract mates and defend territories is coo roo-c’too-coo. From their nests they might say oh-oo-oor. When they are startled or scared they might make an alarm call like: oorhh! Pigeon babies make non-vocal sounds such as bill snapping and hissing. After mating, males often make clapping sounds with their wings.
 
Unique drinking behavior: Most birds take a sip of water and throw back their heads to let the water trickle down their throats. But pigeons (and all of their relatives in the family Columbidae) suck up water, using their beaks like straws.
 
Magnetic sensitivity: Do pigeons have compasses in their heads? Not really, but pigeons, especially those bred for their homing instincts, seem to be able to detect the Earth’s magnetic fields. Cornell University pigeon researcher Dr. Charles Walcott says that magnetic sensitivity, along with an ability to tell direction by the sun, seems to help pigeons find their ways home.
 
Locomotion: On the ground, pigeons don’t hop the way many birds do. They walk or run with their heads bobbing back and forth. Pigeons are strong fliers and can fly up to 40 or 50 miles per hour. Some pigeons are raised for their exceptional abilities to fly fast and find their ways home. These pigeons may fly as far as 600 miles in a day.  Although feral pigeons are good fliers too, most of these birds seem to stay close to their regular feeding sites.
 
Natural predators: One species of falcon, Merlin, eats so many pigeons its scientific name is Falco columbarius (with the "columba-" meaning pigeon) and it was formerly called Pigeon Hawk. Merlins are medium-sized falcons and although they are not very common in cities, you can bet they are preying on pigeons living in open parks near marshes and ponds. In cities where Peregrine Falcons have become established, they catch and eat feral pigeons, often carrying them back to feed to their nestlings. Red-tailed and Cooper’s hawks also prey on pigeons in cities and in rural areas.
 
Fancy pigeons: People raise all kinds of fancy pigeons. The breeds have names, such as rollers, tumblers, and fantails, which reflect the way the birds fly or the way they look. Sometimes, people take their fancy pigeons to compete in shows.
Resources & Acknowledgements

American Poultry Association – http://www.americanpoultryassn.com
Oregon State – http://extension.oregonstate.edu/catalog/4h/4-h154.pdf
MSU Pigeon resource – ages 25 – 28, 

http://4h.msue.msu.edu/uploads/resources/4H1520_4-HPoultryFSMG.pdf
POULTRY - Purdue Agriculture - Purdue University
https://haven.agriculture.purdue.edu/DepotWS/File.ashx?t=f&i=7666
4-H 1521 4-H Poultry Fitting and Showmanship  

www.macombcountymi.gov/msuextension/documents/4H1521_4-HPoultryLeadersGuide.pdf
4-H Pigeon and Dove Project - Oregon State University

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/catalog/4h/4-h154.pdf
Pigeon Fitting & Showmanship Scorecard – www.macombcountymi.go/msuextension/documents/4H1521_4_HPoultryLeadersGuide.pdf

Poultry Showmanship Scorecard –

https://haen.agriculture.purdue.edu/DepotWS/file.ashx?t=f&i=7666
Cool Pigeon Facts - http://www.harryscoop.com/Facts.htm
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Candy Hogan – proof reading

Kristi Blach – adult– non pigeon owner - proof reading
Karli Blach – youth non pigeon owner - proof reading
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