FORESTRY & NATURAL RESOURCES

Improved management and use of land

UC MASTER GARDENERS
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LIVESTOCK

Promoting economic prosperity in California

Some California livestock producers are interested in selling meat from
the livestock that they produce from California rangelands to local
restaurants, butcher shops and the local communities where they live.
However, access to a USDA Meat Processing Facility is limited and
challenging in the Sierra Nevada.

In August and November 2023, a survey was sent out to understand the needs of the Central Sierra

livestock producers (focus on cattle, sheep, goats and pigs) for a new USDA Meat Processing Facility in
the area. The survey was focused on Amador, Calaveras, El Dorado, and Tuolumne Counties. Survey
results show that there is high interest for a USDA Meat Processing Facility in the Central Sierra, and
beyond. Future steps for this project are to decide the type of processing facility, size, location, and
ownership. We are working on it right now. Then, we will have public meetings to talk about the project.

4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
Developing a Qualified Workforce for California

Tuolumne County Ambassador and Leadership Teams participated in
Mad About Science, a FREE Summer STEM Program hosted by TCSOS
and held on the Columbia College campus. The program provides an
655 excitipg and hands-on_experier)ce for Tuolu mne County students
youth i entering 4-9th grade, introducing them to Science, Technology,

UC4-H Youth Engineering, and Math.

Development The week-long event includes engaging activities such as building
Program bridges, robots, launching rockets, creating slime, and making lava
lamps. Mad About Science aims to foster a love for STEM subjects

and inspire student’s curiosity in the world around them. Our 4-H  gzobots Session at Mad About

Team instructed facilitated Ozobot workshops for four 5th grade  Science Summer Camp. July 2023,
Columbia College

classes. Participants learned teamwork, coding and all about
robots!
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AGRICULTURE e
Promoting economic prosperity in California
A needs assessment survey, created by Hardeep Singh,

Local Food Systems Advisor in the Central Sierra, aims to
address local needs in terms of crop production. Ausomated icigaion systons. [

Irrigation scheduling methods

Results of the survey indicated a total of 31 complete R

responses, with 42% of respondents being low Erapotcmspirsion bned schecuiing [N

income/beginning farmers, and 29% being women farmers.
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Sustainable food systems/organic agriculture emerged as
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control, technical assistance with grant

programs/regulatory compliance, and irrigation
manage ment Graph 1 depicts the various irmgation scheduling methods

UC CALFRESH HEALTHY LIVING empioyed by the respondents. It vias observed that automated

irrigation systems and evapotranspiration based methods were
Promoting healthy people & communities

o 1 Ll 6 & i

the least utilized. This highlights the necessity for adapting
water-efficient irrigation scheduling methods.

In Tuolumne County, CFHL UCCE outreach to parents during Infant and Child
Enrichment Services (ICES) “Children’s Fair” community engagement event
was successful in providing resources regarding healthy food and beverage
choices. CFHL, UCCE educators reached 81 individuals with an infused-water
tasting station, recipe cards, and activity sheets. Of the 81 individuals who
sampled the infused-water, 86% reported that they either “Loved it” or
“Liked it”. This is significant as it demonstrates positive experiences and
attitudes towards healthy beverage choices. Community members who
attended this event not only sampled the infused-water, they were given
resources to establish healthy habits by make the recipe at home.

CFHL, UCCE also provided nutrition education to schools in Tuolumne
County. Harvest of the Month tastings were conducted at Columbia
Elementary and Twain Harte School, wherein students had the opportunity o
to sample seasonal produce items in the cafeteria during lunch. These e et

efforts resulted in 240 students at Twain Harte School and 310 students at  infarmation and an infused water tustingstation.
Columbia Elementary taking part in Harvest of the Month. REpiEmOar 20ES POt cragit s Uddbe, bnindl Dtean.




UCCE Central Sierra
Tuolumne County Office

52 N. Washington st. [

Sonora, CA 95370

Phone: (209) 533-5695 M
Email: cecentralsierra@ucanr.edu
Website: cecentralsierra.ucanr.edu

UCCE Funding

" $460,002
University

$212,695
County

$345,656
Advisor-Generated
Gifts and Grants

$19,589
Raised by Volunteers to
Support Local Programs

Advi '
Cindy Chen, Woody Blomasz. & Forest Products
(209) 533 6989 | cxnchen@ucanr.edu

Susie Kocher, Natural Resources and Forestry
(630)542-2571 | sdkocher@ucanr.edu
JoLynn Miller, 4-H
(209) 533-5686
Scott Oneto, Farms & Agriculture
(209) 223-6834 | sroneto@ucanr.edu
Kitty Oppliger, Comm. Health & Nutrition
(209) 256-9486 | koppliger@ucanr.edu
Mackenzie Patton Integrated Pest Management
(530) 621-5551 | mfpatton@ucanr.edu

Hardeep Singh, Farms & Agriculture
(559) 579-6065 | hdsing@ucanr.edu

Recruiting - Livestock and Natural Resources

Recruiting - Indigenous Disaster Resilience

ucm ardene
Debbie Powell, Maste Card ner Program Coordinatar
209-533-5696 | dlpowell@ucanr.edu

UC CalFresh Healthy Living Staff
Lisa Uribe, Nutrition Educator
(209) 533-6991 | luribe@ucanr.edu

Farrah Olson, Nutrition Educator
folson@ucanr.edu | (209) 533-6991

UC 4-H Youth C opment Staf
Erika Armstrong, 4-H Program Representatlve
209-533-6990 | elarmstrong@ucanr.edu

Gillian Garrett, Admlmstratlve Assistant ||
gigarrett@ucanr edu | 209-533-6995
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