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Forestry for Lawyers Course Information 
UC Forestry Camp, Meadow Valley, CA 

August 27 – August 31, 2012 

General Information 

 Please complete the Registration Form which is available at http://ucanr.org/ffl as soon as 
possible, but no later than August 3, 2012.  If you have already completed the Registration 
Form, you can re-access your information using the link that was provided when you 
originally registered.  Timely registration will facilitate planning for meals and 
transportation. 

 The course will begin on the afternoon of Monday, August 27, 2012.  Whether you are 
arriving by car or plane, please plan your travel so as to arrive at the UC Forestry Camp in 
Meadow Valley (the course location) by 3:30 pm on the 27th.  Dinner will be provided at the 
facility that evening, followed by a short welcome and orientation. 

 The course will end the morning of Friday, August 31, 2012, and breakfast will be provided 
that morning.  If it is essential for you to leave Thursday night, you can do so, since formal 
class instruction will end Thursday evening.  However, for safety’s sake and to facilitate 
logistics, we ask that everyone stay until Friday morning, unless early departure is necessary. 

If you have any questions that are not answered below, please call Mary Beth Hennessy of the Forest 
Service, (707) 562 8945 or email at mhennessy@fs.fed.us.  A secondary contact is Mike De Lasaux 
from the University of California, Cooperative Extension.  He can be reached at 530.283.6125 or 
530.927.9993 or by email at mjdelasaux@ucdavis.edu. 
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A.  Transportation 
 

Approximate mileage and driving time to 
Quincy (closest town to course facility) 

Location Miles 
Driving Time 

(hours) 
Berkeley 200 5 
Redding 150 3 
Reno 100 2 
Sacramento 150 3 
San Francisco 225 5.5 

 

 

1. Air Travel 

a. Getting to the UC Forestry Camp  

The Reno-Tahoe International airport is the closest airport to the UC Forestry Camp and the 
airport from which free shuttle service to the Forestry Camp will be provided.  For those 
flying, please fly to this airport, if possible.  Travel time from the airport to camp is 
approximately 2 hours. 

The next closest alternative is Sacramento International Airport.  Travel time is approximately 
3 hours.  There are no shuttles available from Sacramento International Airport.  A rental car 
will be required at participant expense. 

Transportation to and from the Reno Airport 

 The Forest Service will provide shuttle service from the airport on Monday, August 27, 2012, 
and will drop off participants on Friday, August 31. 

 The shuttle pick-up will be at the Baggage Claim end of the airport. 

 Pick-up and drop-off times remain to be determined based on participant flight information.  
Please provide your flight information as soon as possible, but not later than August 3, 
2012 so that we can coordinate and inform everyone of shuttle pick-up and drop-off 
times. 

 Please schedule your flight arrival for 1 pm or before on Monday, August 27, to allow 
sufficient time to drive to the UC Facility, have dinner, and settle in. 

2.  Driving 

a. Address: UC Forestry Camp, 8091 Schneider Creek Rd, Meadow Valley, CA 95956-0340 
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b. Driving directions from Quincy, CA to the UC Forestry Camp (to get to Quincy see map 
above and/or use internet from your starting location).  

 From Quincy, go about 8 miles west on Bucks Lake Road 

 Look for an old round concrete silo in the field on the left side of the road. Schneider Creek 
Road connects to Bucks Lake Road about 1/4 mile past the concrete silo. (IF YOU PASS 
THE MEADOW VALLEY COUNTRY STORE OR THE CREEK SIDE DINNER 
ON THE LEFT, YOU HAVE GONE TOO FAR.) 

 Turn left on Schneider Creek Road.  (Look for yellow signs that say “FFL” with arrows) 

 The pavement ends soon after crossing Meadow Valley Creek and the road travels up a 
gentle hill. 

 Follow the left fork at the "Y" and cross Schneider Creek. 

 Take the second right turn (less than 1/4 mile after crossing Schneider Creek) 

 Look for the sign welcoming you to FFL 

 Please park in the parking area and walk up to the dining hall to check-in. 

c.  GPS coordinates:  Latitude:  39°55'6.52"N  Longitude:  121° 3'52.23"W 

d. NOTE:  for those driving from the Sacramento Valley (Sacramento or Bay Area) GPS 
devices may direct you to use the Quincy-Oroville Highway.  This is a good alternate route 
that will save 10-15 minutes, though it has some sharper curves.  If you go this way, you do 
not drive all the way to Quincy.  Rather, you will turn right onto Schneider Creek Road, 
about 8 miles before Quincy, and then following the remaining directions above. 
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B. About the UC Forestry Camp Facility 
 
Description 

Located in the middle of the Plumas National Forest, the U. C. Forestry Camp provides a unique 
opportunity to study the Sierra Nevada ecosystems in the area.  The property comprises 120 acres of 
mixed conifer forest.  The camp facilities are located in old-growth mixed conifer forest that is 40 
acres in area, with cutover second-growth forest on the adjacent 80 acres.  Tall ponderosa and sugar 
pines tower over the area, with white fir, Douglas-fir, incense-cedar, and black oak intermixed in the 
dense forests.  Several streams pass through the property. 

Dominant Usage 

U.C. Berkeley undergraduate and graduate instruction is the primary use for this facility, and most 
usage revolves around the 8-week summer undergraduate forestry program. 

History 

Baker Forest and U. C. Forestry Camp have been in use since 1917.  The Camp facility is managed 
under a Special Use Permit issued by the Forest Service and has been the learning environment for 
thousands of foresters.  In February of 1949, the Meadow Valley Lumber Company began to log 80 
acres of what is now Baker Forest.  The harvest method was a clearcut.  No efforts were made to 
control the erosion or to reforest the cutover stand, which was the custom at that time.  Through the 
efforts of local residents and the Berkeley faculty, the Regents of the University purchased the 32 
hectares of cutover land in 1951 to protect the Camp's water supply. 

Facilities 

Summer Camp can accommodate over 100 people in its 5 dormitories, 4 cabins, numerous tent 
cabins, and large dining commons.  In addition, there are three bathhouses, an office, a study hall, 
and a shop.  Both domestic water and water for fire fighting are available. 

For the Forestry for Lawyers course, each student will have his/her own dormitory room and will use 
the communal bath houses (which have showers, sinks, and toilets).   

Sleeping bags, sheets, and towels will be provided.  However, feel free to bring your own bedding if 
you prefer. 

Useful links with information and photos 

 http://forestry.berkeley.edu/baker.php 
 http://espm.berkeley.edu/summercamp/lifeatcamp.html 
 http://www.forestryinstitute.org/public/uccampphotos.htm 
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C.  Things to Pack  
 Emergency & Health Information Form (included below) 
 Toiletries (be sure to bring sunscreen, insect repellant, and lip balm) 
 Sheets, pillow cases and towels are provided, but you may bring your own if you prefer.
 Warm Jacket  
 Pants (suitable for walking in forest), shorts 
 Long and Short-sleeve shirts 
 Sturdy shoes for hiking in the woods off the trail.  Open-toed shoes are not permitted on field 

trips. 
 Sneakers or other casual shoes for walking around camp and in town.  
 Shower shoes (i.e., flip-flops or other shoes for getting to and using in bath house)  
 Socks (several pair) and underwear 
 Warm hat  
 Sun hat/cap 
 Mittens or gloves 
 Sleepwear 
 Alarm clock/watch 
 Swim suit and beach towel (for lake or river swimming) 
 Sweatpants/sweatshirt 
 DAY PACK/TOTE BAG (to carry bag lunch, extra clothes, water, etc. for field trips) 
 Flashlight and/or headlamp 
 Water bottle 
 Sunglasses 
 Notebook and/or clipboard (and pens/pencils) for taking notes in class and in field 
 Cash (especially small bills -- beer and wine will be available for purchase with evening 

meals, and we may stop at a general store for snacks on one or more of the field trips) 
 Optional: Personal Bedding (a sleeping bag, sheets, pillow, and towels will be provided, but 

you are welcome to bring your own if you prefer. Note: the beds are single beds) 
 Optional: Camera 
 Optional: Musical instruments (campfire entertainment) 
 Optional: Binoculars 
 
Be prepared for hot, sunny days and cool nights, and possibly wet weather.  Average 
temperature ranges from the high 80s to low 40’s .  Although you will sleep in a dormitory (1 
person per room) and eat in a dining hall, a lot of time will be spent outdoors. 
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D. Agenda (Subject to Change) 

Monday, August 27: Arrival 

3:00-4:00    DH  Check-in 
4:00-5:00 CC  Welcome & Orientation with Foresters  
5:00-5:30 CC  Course Introduction 

 Jamie Rosen, USDA Office of the General 
Counsel  

 Mike De Lasaux, UC Cooperative Extension 
 Jim Schaber, U. C. Forestry Camp Manager 

5:45-6:45 DH  Dinner 
7:00-9:00     ZH Evening Program (Optional): Film on History of Forest Service 
 CC Campfire 

Tuesday, August 28:  Basic Forest Ecology & Wildlife Biology 

7:00-7:45 DH  Breakfast 
8:00-8:10 ZH  Overview of day 
8:10-10:00   ZH    Lecture: Forest Ecology 

 Hugh Safford (Regional Ecologist, Forest Service Regional Office)  

10:00-10:15    Break 

10:15-12:00 ZH    Lecture: Wildlife Biology 

 John Keane (Terrestrial Research Ecologist, Forest Service Pacific 
Southwest Research Station) 

12:00-1:00 DH Lunch 

1:00- 5:00   Field trip  

 Kyle Merriam (Province Ecologist, Plumas National Forest Supervisor’s 
Office)  

 Colin Dillingham (Wildlife Biologist, Mt. Hough Ranger District, Plumas 
NF) 

5:00- 6:00  Free Time 

6:00-7:00  DH Dinner 
7:00-8:30 CC Evening Program (Optional): Paula Shaklee - Hooting for Spotted Owls 
 CC Campfire 

Wednesday, August 29:  Disturbance Ecology & Fire and Fuels 

7:00-7:45  DH  Breakfast (and pack sack lunch) 
8:00-8:10     ZH  Overview of day 
8:10-9:30 ZH      Lecture: Disturbance Ecology 

 John Battles, Associate Professor and Co-Director of Center for Forestry, 
University of California, Berkeley  

9:30-9:40 Break 

9:40-11:00   ZH Lecture: Fire & Fuels 

 Carl Skinner, Geographer/Fire Scientist, Forest Service Pacific Southwest 
Research Station 

11:00-11:30  Break (and prepare to depart for Field Trip) 

* Location Codes 
DH = Dining Hall 
CC = Campfire Circle 
ZH = Zivnuska Hall 
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11:30- 6:00  Field trip (sack lunch in field) 

 Danny Cluck, Entomologist, Lassen National Forest Supervisor’s Office 
 Ryan Bauer, Fire and Fuels Specialist, Mt. Hough Ranger District, Plumas 

NF 
 Ryan Tompkins, Silviculturalist, Mt. Hough Ranger District, Plumas NF 

6:30-7:30 DH Dinner 

7:30-8:30 DH Evening Program   Free Night 

  CC Campfire 

Thursday, August 30:  Active Forest Management for Multiple Uses 

7:00-7:45        DH  Breakfast (and pack sack lunch) 
8:00-8:10        ZH  Overview of day 
8:15-10:30      ZH      Lecture: Silviculture 

 Ryan Tompkins, Silviculturalist, Mt. Hough Ranger District, Plumas NF 
10:30-10:45             Break 

10:45-12:00    ZH Lecture: Restoration Ecology 

 Malcolm North, Research Ecologist, PSW Research Station 

12:00- 4:30  Field trip (sack lunch in field) 

 Ryan Tompkins, Silviculturalist, Mt. Hough Ranger District, Plumas NF 

 Malcolm North, Research Ecologist, PSW Research Station 

4:30- 6:30  Free Time 

6:30-7:30 DH Dinner 

7:00-8:30 ZH Evening Program: Attorney Q&A Session with Local FS Employees 

Friday, August 31:  Wrap-up & depart 

7:00-8:00        DH  Breakfast 

8:00-9:00        DH  Course Evaluations 
9:00   Course End 
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E. Meals 
Breakfast:  Served at 7 am in the dinning hall. 

Lunch:  On Tuesday, lunch will be served in the dining hall after the lectures.  On Wednesday and 
Thursday, you will prepare your own bag lunch with sandwich fixings, fruit, etc., which is 
provided at breakfast time in the dining hall.  Your lunch bags (with your name on it) will be 
placed in ice chests to take to the field on those days.   

Dinner:  Served at 6 pm in the dining hall, when possible (listen for dinner bell). 

 

 

F.  Communications 
General 

The UC Camp is quite isolated and has very limited means of communication.  Do NOT expect to be 
able to make or receive phone calls or emails on a regular basis.  Making or receiving phone calls or 
emails can be difficult and requires patience and effort. 

Telephone 

Primary telephone line -  530.283.1290 – this phone rings in the camp shop, which is staffed on-and-
off throughout the day.  There is also a voice message recorder that is checked intermittently.  This is 
the best phone number for receiving important messages but can not be used for outgoing calls. 

Secondary telephone line #1-  530.283.1328 – Participants may place outgoing calls on this phone 
with a calling card.  Incoming calls can be received on a voice message recorder.  The voice message 
recorder is not monitored.  This phone is located in the TA (Teacher Assistant) Office. 

Secondary telephone line #2 – 530.283.9283 – this phone rings in the camp kitchen, which is 
generally staffed by the kitchen crew.  However, there is no message machine, and this will 
generally not be available for outgoing calls.  However, if someone needs to reach you during the 
day or in the evening, this is the mostly likely phone to be picked up by a person. 

Cellular phones 

Some cellular phones work at camp, near the dining hall, but connection quality is highly variable.  
Verizon works better than AT&T and works fairly well around camp.  Strong cell phone reception is 
available in Quincy, located about 8 miles from the UC Camp. 

Internet 

There is limited internet access at the UC Camp.  Internet connectivity is provided via WildBlue 
satellite.  There is no wireless internet connectivity.  There are several desktop computers that are 
available in the dining hall to access the internet.  Connection speed is variable, and the more users 
that are connected, the slower the connection for each user.  Should a participant need internet 
access, there are a few internet cafes in Quincy (see below). 
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G.  Things to Do in Your Free Time (more detail will be provided at camp) 
1.  In and Around camp 

 Horseshoes, basketball, ping pong 

Hike to Schneider Creek Falls 

Jogging on dirt roads near camp 

Bucks Lake 

2.  In Quincy 

Alley Cat Café-  Wifi connectivity, coffee, sandwiches, sweet treats.  This java joint has a 
unique atmosphere and will please even the pickiest of coffee connoisseurs. 

Pangaea Café and Pub (http://www.pangaeapub.com)- Wifi connectivity, great 
atmosphere, organic, unique dishes, beer & wine and wireless internet. 

Other options can be found at:  Plumas County Visitors Bureau 
(http://www.plumascounty.org/) 
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FORESTRY FOR LAWYERS 
EMERGENCY INFORMATION (OPTIONAL) 

(Complete and bring with you or complete online when you confirm) 

Name  

 

In case of emergency, please contact:   

Name   Phone  
 

Approximate date of last Tetanus shot?  
 

Do you have a condition or illness such as diabetes, asthma, bee sting allergy, or other allergy which 
may require special attention? 
If yes, please explain:  
 

Are you taking medication? If yes, please describe below: 

 Name of Medication Dosage/Day 

1.      
 

2      
 

Are there any other physical conditions of which we should be aware? �  No � Yes, please explain 

 

 

Health Insurance Provider   Policy Number  

 

I hereby authorize medical, nursing, or surgical care, including care rendered through the facilities 
of the nearest physician or hospital for any emergency which may arise while I am in attendance at 
the Forestry for Lawyers.  I will assume full financial responsibility for all medical, nursing, or 
surgical care, including transportation. 

Signature  _________________________________  Date   _____________________________ 

 


