Wone Outotanding Plants for
AHameda Connty
Attnactive Plants that Thnive on Little Care

When we published our first list of recommended
plants, Outstanding Plants for Alameda County, we
realized that we were barely scratching the surface
and that there were many wonderful plants that we
were leaving off the list. This second list seeks to bring
still more outstanding plants to the gardener’'s atten-
tion. As with our first list, the plants listed are those
with which Master Gardeners have had success either
at our Livermore Demonstration Garden, at our
Oakland Trials Garden, or in our own gardens.

To qualify as “outstanding,” a plant must be easy to
grow, require little maintenance and use less water
than your standard garden plant. In addition, outstand-
ing plants - frequently California natives - have value
to wildlife by providing either food or shelter. Further,
outstanding plants add beauty to your yard with their
flowers and/or foliage, refuting the myth that drought
tolerant gardens are uninteresting or unattractive.
Look for examples of these plants in our Demonstra-
tion Garden in Livermore or in the Trials Garden at
Lake Merritt in Oakland.

When planting, bear in mind that Alameda County
contains many climatic zones or “micro-climates,” so a
plant that tolerates full sun in coastal Berkeley may
require afternoon shade in Livermore. Similarly, plants
that need no summer water in San Leandro, might
benefit from an occasional deep soaking in Pleasan-
ton. Also, all plants need water until they become
established (during their first year).

For more information, go to:
http://acmg.ucdavis.edu/Outstanding_Plants_for_
Alameda_County/

Key
No summer water Full Sun - All day
required beyond what minimum of 8 hours
is naturally available. of sun.

Part Shade -
filtered light, or,
4-5 hours of sun.

Some summer
water - deep soaking
every 3-4 weeks.
Summer water Shade - less

required - deep soaking than 3 hours of sun.
every 1-2 weeks.

\ Endemic to California @ Deer resistant.**

Note: some varieties may have specific needs that differ from the
genus/species. **Deer may resort to resistant plants during times of
severe drought or other extreme pressure to avoid starvation.

(2-3’ high by 4-5’_yw. Long |

beautiful, fuchsia-like, tubuI  flowers in reddish
orange, Bink or white are set off by dark green leaves
with felted undersides. Good in dry shade in warmer
locations. Tolerates alkaline soil. Suggested varieties:
‘Pink Flamingo’ (salmon pink), ‘Mission Bells’ (dark
pink or red). Other Attracts blrds and butterflies.

Mediterranean evergreen, multi-stemmed rub/tree
with stunning red bark/trunk. Leaves: dark’ green, red
stemmed, and finely-toothed. Clusters of smaII pink
tinged white flowers and 3/4” strawberry-like fruit
appear together in fall and winter. Suggested varieties:
A. ‘Marina’ grown as a single stemmed tree (25-40’ x
30’) with rosy pink flowers. ‘Elfin King’ and ‘Oktober-
fest’ are dwarf forms staying under 8’. Other: Attracts
birds. Good drainage. Fruit is edible but not sweet.
Prefers acidic soil.

Coast B

Westr/ng/a frut'/cosa
D,

Fine-textured Australian evergreen shrub\uith_ {1
to gray-green needlelike leaves and small lavender or
white flowers mid-winter through summer. Spreading,
rather loose growth 3-6’ tall, half as wide. Hardy to
10-15°F. Suggested varieties: ‘Wynyabbie Gem’ has
lavender blue flowers. ‘Smoky’ has white flowers. May
be sold as W. romariniformus. Other: Good drainage.
Tolerates wind, salt, and heavy soils.

A erb and excglbeﬁt Jlandscape plant

- or d(a over walls with needlelllse, aromatic Ieaves
Edible’blue flowers in late winter/early'spring and _
sometimes fall. Can control'erosion. Suggested: Up-
right types are ‘Tuscan Blue’ (4-6"x 3- 5‘) and-Colling- .

wood Ingram’ (is,fx 2-3). Creepmg/ca admg types:-./
‘Huntington Carnet’ (1+2‘ x-4'8") and ‘Prostratus’ (2’,4(' -

4-8). Gt-h'ér Attract birds, bq‘:terﬂ' $s"and bees..

Large Japanesq evergreen shrub (
Leaves spiny and glossy - like holly. ! g
plant Small, fragrant flowers.in Iate vinter
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season plant with a gorgeous display of
magenta flowers on silvery branches in late winter-
early spring; dark purple seed pods and blue-green,

_heart-shaped leaves follow. Winter chill promotes a

profuse bloom. Other: Likes good drainage, yet tol-
erant of clay soils. Responds well to winter pruning.

gloss;' leaves have serrated edges Clugers ‘of white*
flowers bloom in early summer with orange*red
berries in fall and wmte* Suggesﬂ rieties:

‘Dax 's‘ﬂ-has yello : Good

namble \ Cape
crneeping ' Plumbago auriculata
Rubus pentalobus s (capensis) =,

“Thornless, evergreen =

formsa carpeugss than

i L3 high; blocks weeds.

Whrte-summag-ers, :

goldgn berries. 'Good o:)‘,i - all yeari

slop& Attracts birds. areas. Suggeste

Resists deer. Problems:  Cape’, ‘imperial'B|
powder mlldew, Other: Hard pruni
fireblight, scale and late winter. Somew
leafhopper ins frost tender but recovers.
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Woody Weh en with harrow green/green-gray
leaves.and spikes'Bf tubular flowers on tall stalks.
Blooms summer to fall. Suggested varieties: 250+
species in every color. P. gloxinioides, border/garden
penstemon (2-3’ x 4’), compact and bushy: ‘Apple
Blossom’ (clear pink), ‘Firebird’ (red), ‘Garnet’, ‘Holly
White’, ‘Lady Hindley’ (lavender), ‘Midnight’ (dark
purple), ‘Sour Grapes’. P. heterophyllus ‘Margarita
BOP’ (iridescent blue). Other: attracts hummingbirds.
Good cut flowers. Cut back after flowering to renew.

ﬂ

eleaves and dense

Suggested varieties: ‘Calistoga’(white flowe 'S
foliage), ‘Paprika’ (red), ‘Moonshine’ (yellow). C
attracts birds and butterflies. Dead heading length-
ens bloom season. Aggressive in favorable site&& \
Leggy/toppling over with excessive irrigation.
Susceptible to cottony cushion scale.

, bu
iage alone. Brightens shady spots

borders. Suggested: H. maxima Island alum root ( -2"' B

x 3-4’), dark green leaves/ or white flowers; H.
micrantha_(1’ x 1-2’) bronzy leaves/creamy white ‘
flowers; H. sanguinea Coral bells, 14-24” tall, red, .

Shrubby with dense, rounded flower clusters, showy in
mass plantings. Long-blooming. Excellent in dried
.arrangements. Size depends on species. Suggested
varieties: E. grande var. rubescens (red flowers, gray-

| _green leaves, 1-2’ tall), E. umbellatum (sulfur yellow

‘flowers fade to yellow-orange, 2’ tall). Other: Attracts
birds, butterflies, and bees. Most are deer resistant.
Tolerates wind, salt spray. Some water inland,,
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\ Dorycnium hirsutum
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This Portug‘u‘e, ative could be\- groﬁn for its attraé=.

: : WAV s X
tive, silver-gray foliage alone, butfor 2-3'months each

- year it is cbve'red-i\hlovely whjte‘d ender pea-like
flowers that are highly attractive te

-

Clumping grass that takes shape in dense green tufts
to 2’ tall, spreading slowly with age. Tough, durable
and drought tolerant. Grown in shade, it has a glossy
green appearance. In full sun it becomes coarse,
bronzy and sports seed heads. (Note: Some nurseries
misidentify Carex divulsa, a European native, as C.
tumulicola; verify species before planting.) Other:
Performs better with afternoon shade inland.

to native bees. Forms
mounds 1-.«3’ _higp and 2-3’ wideliGoo -E ro ardens.

Blue

Bouteloua gracilis
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Tufted grass withiridéscent See:i‘he/ads (its flowers)
that have q.-'too brush’ or ‘eyelash’ appearance.
Gray-greeﬁn blades grow 16-24” tall, fading
do;manoy._;y_g, to 4-6” in | e
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