
MAY GARDENING 

 

This month is a busy time for gardeners with a host of chores and planting 
opportunities to indulge one of their favorite passions. So take advantage of May’s 
benign temps to get outside and make those garden wishes a reality.  Happy 
digging! 

Chores: 

• Prune winter and spring flowering vines, shrubs, trees and subtropical plants and ground 
covers after they complete their bloom cycles.  Leggy plants such as abutilon, hibiscus, 
princess flower, and other subtropicals can be cut back by as much as half. 

• Inspect undersides of rose bush leaves for sawfly larva, called rose slugs, which begin to 
emerge now.  Remove with jets of water or hand pick. 

• Remove spent flowers and deadhead roses regularly to encourage further bloom 
• Thin vegetable seedlings to prevent crowding. 
• Rebuild water basins around trees and shrubs.  Follow with deep watering with soaker 

hose or drip system to encourage deep roots and conserve water. 
• Check lawn timers and be sure to water in morning hours to minimize evaporation. 
• Pinch back tops of herbs for continued growth.  Preferably cut in morning and put stems 

in water after cutting. 
• Spread 2- to 3-inch layer of water-conserving mulch such as bark, compost or straw, 

beneath plants, being careful to keep mulch from touching trunks or plant stems. 

Planting: 

• Sow seeds outdoors for warm season veggies.  Plant seeds of pumpkins, melons, 
cucumbers, green beans, winter and summer squash and corn after mid-May. Plant 
seedlings of eggplant, tomatoes and peppers after mid-May. 

• North County - plant hot-loving varieties such as eggplant and pepper seeds, tomatoes 
and winter squash in late May. 

• South County/Coastal – plant watermelon, tomatoes, winter squash, summer squash, 
peppers, eggplant and cucumbers. 

• Bulbs & Flowers – add drought-tolerant perennials and bulbs such as daylilies, 
agapanthus, lavender, penstemons, gaillardia, gazania, rudbeckia, salvias, yarrow and 
verbena for a long season of blooms 

References: 

• Pest Note 7455, Roses in the Garden and Landscape:  Insect and Mite Pests and 
Beneficials 

• ANR Pub. 8044, Lawn Watering Guide for California 
• ANR Pub. 8095, Water Conservation Tips for the Home, Lawn and Garden 

 


