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	The UC Master Gardener Program is a public service and outreach program under the University of California Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources (UC ANR), administered locally by participating UC Cooperative Extension offices (UCCE).  Our mission is to extend research based knowledge and information on home horticulture, pest management, and sustainable landscape practices to the residents of California.


	MONTHLY GARDEN CHORES- OCTOBER


This month heralds autumn’s arrival with its balmy, shorter days and cooler nights.   It’s also time for fall clean-up -- clearing your garden of fallen fruit & vegetables, spent flowers and overgrown plants.  Not only will your gardens look better, they’ll also harbor fewer pests and diseases to damage next spring’s plantings.

Flowers and Landscaping

1. Plant cool-season flowers such as alyssum, calendula, dianthus, delphinium, candytuft, violets, violas, pansies and snap dragons.

2. Plant fall bulbs now for spring color – tulips, crocus, daffodil, iris, freesia, Muscari and Ranunculus.  

3. Fall is one of the best months to plant California native trees and shrubs such as toyon, manzanita, coffee berry, Ceanothus, flannel bush, redbud, sage, buckwheat and penstemons.

4. Dig, divide and replant crowded clumps of asters, daylilies, iris, agapanthus and Shasta daisies.

5. Prune dead, weak or diseased branches from trees and shrubs.

Edibles

6. Plant rainbow chard or mesclun for a shot of fall color. Add arugula, chervil, lettuce and cilantro to your garden.

Pests & Diseases

7. Watch for whiteflies and citrus leafminer on citrus trees.

8. Monitor gardens for snails and slugs with onset of cooler weather.  Use copper bands around raised beds or hand pick snails and slugs off plants in early morning hours.

9. Control gophers by trapping.

References

Pest Note 7433, Pocket Gophers: http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7433.html
Pest Note 7427, Snails & Slugs: http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7427.html
Pest Note 74137, Citrus Leafminer http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn74137.html
Pest Note 7401, Whiteflies: http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7401.html
