MONTHLY GARDEN CHORES—NOVEMBER
Flowers 

· Late fall is prime time for planting biennials such as hollyhocks, Canterbury bells and foxglove as they need upcoming cold weather to flower next spring.  

· Purchase tulip, crocus and hyacinth bulbs now and store in the refrigerator in a bed of slightly moist sawdust to give them required chill time before planting in the spring.

Edibles

· Seeds of beets, carrots, chard, onion, peas, radishes and turnips can still be sown. Consider seedlings of broccoli, cabbage and cauliflower.  Lettuce, arugula and mesclun are still options in the South County and coastal areas.

· If you’re not planting a winter vegetable garden, consider sowing a cover crop of clover, fava bean, rye or vetch to enrich your beds for spring.
Trees & Shrubs

· Visit nurseries this month to select landscape shrubs and trees with autumn colored leaves or winter fruit and berries.  Good choices include crape myrtle, strawberry madrone, Catalina cherry, lemon bottlebrush, Western Redbud, Japanese persimmon, Toyon and melaleuca.
· Stake newly planted trees using two stakes outside of the root ball on opposite sides of the trunk in line with the prevailing wind. Loosely secure trees with cloth or plastic ties.
· Monitor Bay Laurel tree leaves for signs of Sudden Oak Death (SOD) fungus, which has been detected in San Luis Obispo County for the first time this year. While the disease does not usually kill non-oak species, the fungus can prove deadly if transferred to native oak trees. Contact your local UC Cooperative Extension if you suspect SOD on your trees.
Pests & Diseases
· Dislodge aphids and whiteflies with blasts of water until populations decline with the onset of colder weather.

· Use floating row covers over newly planted seedlings of vegetables in the cabbage family to discourage cabbage loopers.

· Clean up fallen leaves under roses and discard to prevent the spread of rust. 
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