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NCPN Education & Outreach Teleconference Call 
MINUTES  
 
Tuesday, March 3, 2020 
1pm Eastern, 10am Pacific 
  
 
 

 
Meeting called to order at 1:00pm Eastern.   
 
Participants:  Sue Sim, Kristen Farrar, Debbie Woodbury, Fatima Osman, Tanner Hunt, Scott Harper, 
Olfemi Alabi, Kevin Schooley, Margo Schooley, Tim Martinson, Christie Almeyda, Pamela Hornby, Erich 
Rudyj, Dave Prokrym, Qui Wenping, Ed Atkins, Megan Twomey, Patty Skinkis, Elizabeth Cieniewicz.  
 
The meeting was called to order by co-chair Sue Sim of the NCPN Education & Outreach Committee. Co-
chairs Kristen Farrar and Debbie Woodbury recorded minutes. 
 
Review and approval of minutes from last meeting: The minutes from November 12, 2019 were 
approved unanimously. 
 
E&O Distribution List 
Debbie Woodbury shared the current distribution list used to communicate with this group and 
requested any corrections or other changes be forwarded to her. 
 
NCPN Newsletter 
The next issue of Network News is in work. Debbie thanked everyone for their contributions to the “By 
the Numbers” edition, which will cover some highlights from 2019, in a highly graphical format. Tanner 
Hunt has submitted content for a Hops feature issue, which will likely publish in May or June. 
 
NCPN Updates 
Erich Rudyj reported that the Farm Bill spending plan for 2020 has been released with $9.2M funding for 
NCPN. The plan includes some funding for special initiatives. Erich anticipated that travel would be 
significantly reduced in the coming year. A bi-weekly teleconference has been initiated to allow 
coordinators to discuss emerging issues and receive timely updates from the NCPN Management team. 
 
Special Initiative: Quality 
Fatima Osman reported that a Quality Management Steering Committee, comprised of representatives 
from various clean plant centers, will be discussing methods, standards, and leadership for this initiative. 
The committee will be making recommendations to Tier 2 groups and coordinating with other special 
initiatives. It is anticipated that a smaller Standards working group will create general quality standards 
that crop groups may then customize to meet the specific needs of each specialty crop in the network. 
 
Special Initiative: Economics 
Kristen Farrar reported that in a workshop held last Spring at Cornell University (led by Miguel Gomez), 
participants discussed the status of existing economic research on clean plants. One of the outcomes 
will be the establishment of an economic studies working group which will develop priorities for 
additional economic research. Further information is available on the NCPN website. Some near-term 
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goals include developing a Fact Sheet and examining how best to link the Economic initiative and 
communication activities. 
 
Special Initiative: Communications 
Sue Sim initiated a discussion on the draft communication plans that were released in late December by 
the consulting group which facilitated two workshops in 2019. It was anticipated that the workshop 
participants would review and refine those plans. Comments indicate this step is still needed and that a 
process will be defined to ensure that interested participants are involved in creating workable, 
prioritized plans from the framework submitted. 
 
International Year of Plant Health 
Erich explained that the United Nations asked about USDA interest in participating by sharing 
information on current healthy plant efforts. Since NCPN is focused on domestic efforts, we will likely 
not have direct involvement, but could benefit from staying tuned to this effort and sharing any 
outcomes with our stakeholders. More information can be found on the NCPN website. Fatima 
suggested a presentation at APS as the theme is Plant Health this year. Christie Almeyda is planning on 
giving a presentation and suggested others consider doing the same. Kristen said she would take a closer 
look at the poster and other materials to see what resources would be helpful for Christie’s 
presentation. 
 
Crop Updates  
Berries: Kevin Schooley reported that as a result of a recent election, two new members have joined the 
Berries Tier 2 group. Yannis recently presented at a Raspberry meeting and materials were distributed at 
the Strawberry meeting in Texas. 
 
Roses: Pam Hornby reported the Spanish version of the Rose Crown Gall factsheet was in the works.  
 
Sweetpotato: Kristen Farrar, reporting for Dianne Coats, shared that a grower panel is being planned for 
the Sweet potato Collaborators meeting in Nashville, and a tabletop roll-up display is being developed. 
 
Citrus: Fatima Osman reported that growers are interested in the HTS factsheet, and that a Fruit Mentor 
presentation on YouTube will be added to the NCPN-Citrus website. 
 
Grapes: Kristen reported that the Tier 2 met in-person on February 7 at FPS in conjunction with the 
Unified Grape Symposium. Five new members have joined that Tier 2 group. 
 
Fruit Trees: Tanner Hunt reported that the Tier 2 would meet in Clemson in April. CPCNW has been 
doing outreach regarding Little Cherry and Western X disease. Kristen reported that FPS has updated 
their FT SOPs regarding quarantine. 
 
Hops: Tanner reported that the Hop Tier 2 met January in conjunction with the annual American Hop 
Convention. An Executive Committee has been re-established, and that info sheets are being developed 
for the Hop Grower Association. 
 
Next NCPN E&O:  target date for the next teleconference is May 2020. Kristen will be sending out a 
Doodle Poll to establish the date.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:00 Eastern.    


