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NCPN Education & Outreach Teleconference Call 
MINUTES  
 
Tuesday, October 6, 2020 
1pm Eastern, 10am Pacific  
  
 
 

 
Meeting called to order at 1:00pm Eastern.   
 
Participants:  Debbie Woodbury, Kristen Farrar, Sue Sim, Dave Prokrym, Tanner Hunt, Ed Atkins, Pamela 
Hornby, Scott Harper, Tim Martinson, Bob Martin, Kay Rentzel, Fatima Osman, Kevin Schooley, Margo 
Schooley, Michelle Moyer, Vicky Scharlau, Brent Pemberton, Nate Nourse, Wenping Qiu, Irene Lavagi, 
Tara Smith 
 
The meeting was called to order by co-chair Sue Sim of the NCPN Education & Outreach Committee. Co-
chairs Kristen Farrar and Debbie Woodbury recorded minutes. 
 
Review and approval of minutes from last meeting: The minutes from August 18, 2020 were approved. 
 
Video Production 
Debbie Woodbury introduced this topic, which was rescheduled from the previous meeting, due to time 
constraints. In the interim, the E&O co-chairs have created a proposal on behalf of E&O, so that a 
funding request could be submitted during the current open period. The submitted proposal is based on 
the following deliverable assumptions: video shoots and interviews would take place at several NCPN 
Centers across the country, a 10 to 15 minute NCPN overview video and several shorter, targeted videos 
would be produced, all unused footage would be made available to repurpose for use in social media, 
websites, and presentations. Suggestions that emerged during the resulting discussion included: ensure 
the deliverables address growers and nurseries as the target audience, consider a shorter overview 
video—perhaps around 5 minutes, break products into components with specific examples so that 
videos provide targeted messages. Tim Martinsen shared a link to some videos from the VitisGen2 
project which may serve as examples for us to consider. These videos focus primarily on scientific 
processes. https://www.vitisgen2.org/home/videos/ 

 
If funding is granted, this group will be asked to help further define objectives and requirements and 
provide input on potential contractors. 
 
E&O Priorities Survey 
Sue Sim reported results from the online survey recently conducted to help prioritize E&O activities, 
messages, and delivery mechanisms. Response rates to the survey varied widely between crop groups, 
so the results may not provide a balanced representation of Network participants. However, Sue felt 
there was enough positive response regarding use of social media to pursue actions to launch outreach 
through this channel. Kristen Farrar will start a Google Doc to collect further ideas for E&O projects and 
to solicit volunteers to pursue projects and assume action items. 
 
 
 

https://www.vitisgen2.org/home/videos/
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NCPN Newsletter 
Sue Sim repeated her request for input from each crop group for milestone accomplishments to add to 
an NCPN Timeline feature she is creating. This feature will likely be included in the next issue of the 
newsletter, as part of a year-end review and look-ahead for the Network. 
 
Other Business 
Kristen introduced Kay Rentzel, the new Coordinator for NCPN-Sweetpotato. Kay reported that the 
Sweetpotato crop group is working on the unified proposal, which in addition to focusing on equipment, 
supplies, labor, and planting expansion, will include participation on the Quality Management initiative. 
 
Action Item: Kristen will start a Google Doc so that participants can suggest and sign up for E&O 
activities, projects, and action items. 
 
Action Item: Participants are to submit milestone accomplishments to Sue Sim for inclusion in an NCPN 
Timeline feature for the newsletter. 
 
Next NCPN E&O:  target date for the next teleconference is December 2020. Kristen will be sending out 
a Doodle Poll to establish the date 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:10 Eastern.    
 


