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Headwaters Forest Reserve is part of the National Landscape Conservation System 
managed by the Bureau of Land Management.  It was acquired in 1999 and encompasses 
7,472 acres.  Roughly 3,000 acres are comprised of dense old-growth coastal redwood 
(Sequoia sempervirens) forest. Approximately 4,400 acres have been previously logged 
and roaded.  Management goals of the Reserve include protection of this rare stand of 
old-growth redwoods, restoration of natural watershed processes, and re-growth of 
previously logged redwood forests to provide habitat for late-seral species.   
 
Elevated sediment delivery rates to streams caused by past intensive forestry activities 
and naturally erosive geology have led to degraded habitat conditions for salmon and 
steelhead. The management plan proposes reducing erosion rates by removing the nearly 
50 miles of road that existed in 1999.  Since 2000, heavy equipment has been used to 
remove roads leaving the hillslopes in pre-road conditions and allowing for natural 
hydrologic expression of the landscape; stream crossings are fully excavated and road 
reaches are outsloped.  As of 2010 over 18 miles of road were removed. Post-treatment 
monitoring has found minimal erosion. 
  
The desired outcome of forest management involves restoration of old-growth 
characteristics in order to recreate high quality habitats in the Reserve for threatened and 
endangered species, and other biotic members of the ecosystem. Management 
prescriptions aim to accelerate rate of succession among forest seral stages, create 
continuity between old-growth and other seral stages as they advance successionally, and 
restore structural diversity of second-growth stands. Forest restoration activities in the 
Reserve include stem-density management (tree thinning) and replanting road removal 
sites. As of 2010, approximately 1,600 acres of second-growth forest stands have been 
thinned and 10 miles of decommissioned roads have been replanted with redwood 
seedlings. 


