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Don’t
Top Trees!

evercut

main

branchesbackto

stubs. Ugly,
weakly attached

limbs often grow

- back higherthan the

arborists say that topping is the worst
thing you can do for the health of a tree.

original branches. Many |

How to Mzake a Prunis 1Y Cut
Large Limbs: A: Make a partial cut

from beneath.

B: Make a second cut
from above several
inches out and allow -
the limb to fall.

@ C: Complete the job witha
/ final cut just outside the
branch collar.

Smaﬂ Emﬁches:

Make a sharp,
clean cut, just
beyond a

lateral bud or
otherbranch.

CorrectCut

TooCiose Too Long Too Slanted

The appearance
of a properly
prunedireeis
like a good
haircut: hardly
noticeable at first

glance.

Things You Should Know
About Caring for Trees{;;

- Because roots need oxygen,
they don’t normally grow in
the compacted oxygen-poor
soilunder paved streets.

S

%@fe Rogots Wedontalways appreciate how farroots can extend.
Understanding how and where roots grow will help you

Really Grow

Z.  Usethe1/3 Rules for Pruning

* Never remove more than 1/3 of
atree’s crown.

et » Where possible, try to encour-
—5 age side branches that form
i angles that are 1/3 off vertical
(10:00 or 2:00 positions).

» For most species, the tree
should have a single trunk.

+ ldeally, main side branches

bottom any more than 1/3 of
the tree’s total height.

* The framework of major roots
usually lies less than 8 to 12
inches below the surface.

avoid damage from trenching and construction.

should be at least 1/3 smaller
than the diameter of the trunk.

« Hfremoval of main branches is
necessary, cut them back to the
trunk to avoid leaving stubs.

* For mostdeciduous (broadleaf)
trees, don’t prune up from the

» Roots often grow outward
to a diameter one to two
times the height of the tree.



“ troythe tree smost v1tal membranes, the
layers that conduct water and mmerals
from theroots tothe leaves an
return the food produced by
theleavestotherest
- ofthetree.

The National
Arbor Day Foundation™

In transplanting, be sure to
keep soil around the roots.
Always handie your tree by
the ball, not by the trunk or
branches. Don’tlet the root
ball dry out. Help prevent root
girdling by vertically cutting
any roots that show tenden-
cies to circle the root ball.

Dug or Sloping
rototilled sides
area

To receive a 22" X 34" poster of this feature, send $2.95 to Caring for Trees Poster, National Arbor Day Foundation, Nebraska City, NE 68410.

7 How to Plant a Containerized Tree

e

Fnrm subsoil to prevent settling

/ grow twice as fast and live at least

If a tree is planted correctly, it will

twice as long as one that is incor-
rectly planted. Ideally, dig or rototill
an area one foot deep and approxi-
mately 5 times the diameter of the
root ball. The prepared soil will
encourageroot growth beyond the
root ball and resultsin a healthier
tree.

2 to 5 times diameter
of root ball

After placing the
tree, pack soil
firmly but not
tightly around
the root balil.
Water the soil
and place
protective 3-foot
circle of muich
around the tree.

Your Street Trees
- May Be City Trees

If you live in a town or city, the trees near the
street (often between the sidewalk and street),
are probably city-owned. The city should have a
program for planting and caring for these trees.
You should support your city forestry progra
and encourage your town '
tobe a Tree City USA.
Respect local ordi-
nances as to what
treescanbe
planted, howto
prune, etc. Encour- ,//9
age your townto *?”'
fully fund a quality G
community forestry
program.
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