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 T M i s s i o n  

T he mission of the Seed Biotechnology Center is 

to mobilize the research, educational and outreach 

resources of the University of California in partnership with 

the seed and plant biotechnology industries, and to facilitate 

discovery and commercialization of new seed technologies 

for agricultural and consumer benefit.

2 0 0 0

A n n u a l  R e p o r t
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         The University of California is the nation’s pre-
mier public educational and research institution, and 
UC Davis in particular has an international reputation 
in the biological and agricultural sciences. California’s 
climate, agricultural infrastructure, entrepreneurship 
and academic institutions combine to make a compel-
ling argument for establishing a research and educa-
tional center that focuses on seeds to capitalize on 
California’s advantages in agricultural biotechnology.
     In March 1997, the concept of the SBC was first 
proposed to the California Seed Association. In June 
1998, the association’s board of directors supported the 
concept of establishing the SBC in partnership with 
UC Davis. In January 1999, the dean of the College 
of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences (CA&ES) 
appointed me as SBC director and provided opera-
tional funds for two years to get the center underway. 
In February 1999, Susan Webster was hired as SBC 
program representative. 
        Chip Sundstrom of the California Crop 
Improvement Association, Michael Campbell and Alan 
Bennett of the CA&ES Dean’s Office, Sue Webster and 
I initiated a capital development campaign to build a 
physical home for the center. With enthusiastic and 
generous support from industry and private founda-
tions, our campaign is nearing its $1.5 million goal. 
        In addition, the Seed Advisory Board voted 
in June 2000 to allocate $450,000 over three years 
from California seed assessment funds to support SBC 
operating expenses. As documented in this report, the 
SBC already is making an impact on education, public 
service and research and now has the resources to 
expand its activities and services. 
         The mission of the Seed Biotechnology Center 
is to facilitate discovery and commercialization of new 
seed technologies for agricultural and consumer ben-
efit. This first annual report documents our initial 
steps toward achieving this goal. I take this opportu-
nity to thank everyone who contributed to making 
the SBC a reality, and I look forward to earning your 
continued support.

M e s s a g e  F r o m  t h e  D i r e c t o r

Kent J. Bradford

This first annual 
report of the Seed 

Biotechnology Center 
(SBC) documents the 
realization of a vision 
shared by the University 
of California and the 
agricultural industry. 
         By the mid-1990s, 
it was clear that crops 
could be enhanced 
genetically through bio-
technology. Basic research at public institutions such 
as the University of California contributed to the devel-
opment of enabling techniques for gene transfer and 
the identification of genes and traits that would be 
beneficial in crops. 
        The seed and plant biotechnology industry devel-
oped practical methods to incorporate new traits into 
crop varieties, creating new ways to manage pests 
and increase commodity value. At the same time, 
advances in genomics and DNA-based markers made 
plant breeding more efficient in identifying and incor-
porating traits into crops through traditional methods. 
        Crop yield, value and production efficiency 
are increased by combining elite genetics with value-
enhancing traits. As the value of seeds increases, addi-
tional methods to enhance seed performance in crop 
establishment also are in demand. Thus, the seed is 
the system for delivering an array of genetic and tech-
nological advances into production agriculture. 
         California, in particular, stands to benefit 
from the increasing importance of seeds. The state 
is recognized around the world for the quality and 
variety of seeds produced. The long, rain-free summers 
and diversity of climatic conditions make it an ideal 
location for seed production. 
         Most international seed companies have research 
and production facilities in California, growing and 
processing a wide array of agronomic, vegetable and 
flower seeds. California also is at the forefront of the 
biotechnology industry, with seven of every 10 U.S. 
biotech companies located in the state. 
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The Seed Advisory Board (SAB) oversees alloca-
tion of funds collected by the State of California 

from assessments on seed sold in California. As 
the result of discussions with the board and the 
California Seed Association, a proposal was devel-
oped to provide annual operating funds to the Seed 
Biotechnology Center (SBC) from this fund.  
        On October 28, 1999, the center hosted 
the SAB for an informative meeting campus tour. 
Advisory board members reviewed the strategic plan 

S E ED  ADV I SORY  BOARD  APPROVES  
OPERA T I NG  FUNDS  FOR  SBC

that outlines the center’s goals and objectives and 
visited UC Davis research facilities. SBC staff 
provided a progress report at the December 2, 1999, 
board meeting in Sacramento.  
        On June 8, 2000, at UC Davis, the SAB 
authorized an annual assessment of $150,000 for 
three years to fund operating costs of the center. 
After three years, the board will entertain a renewal 
proposal based on the center’s progress in achieving 
its goals.

  TThe Seed Biotechnology Center will build a facil-
ity containing offices for the director, staff and 

visiting researchers housed on campus for specific 
projects. The building will contain a laboratory 
for teaching molecular and biochemical techniques, 
research laboratories and associated support facili-
ties. The campaign target is $1.5 million.
        Thanks to strong support from industry 
leaders, total contributions and pledges to our capi-

BU I L D I NG  CAMPA I GN  E XCE EDS  $ 1 , 1 00 , 000

tal development campaign exceeded $1.1 million by 
June 30, 2000. The generous response by the seed 
industry demonstrates widespread enthusiasm for 
the facility. 
        The following agronomic, flower and vegetable 
seed companies and other supporters share the 
vision that UC Davis should be an international 
focal point and resource for seed biotechnology: 

Sakata Seed America, Inc.
Progeny Advanced Genetics

J.G. Boswell Foundation
Harris Moran Co./Vilmorin Clause et Cie.

Takii Seed Company
Ball Horticultural Co.

Cal/West Seeds
The Ralph. M. Parsons Foundation

Sunseeds
Goldsmith Seeds, Inc.

Novartis Seeds

Total: 

$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000
$100,000

$30,000
$25,000

$250,000
$25,000

$100,000
$200,000

 $1,130,000

September 1998
June 1999
June 1999
June 1999
June 1999
June 1999
June 1999
August 1999
September 1999
November 1999
December 1999 
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On June 28, 2000, the Seed Biotechnology 
Center organized a one-day course in Visalia, 

California, in cooperation with the California 
Cotton Ginners and Growers Association. Over 
60 cotton-industry leaders attended. The Seed 
Biotechnology Center arranged curriculum and 
speakers covering topics from the basics of DNA to 
consumer issues in agricultural biotechnology.  
         The cotton industry has widely accepted 
cotton varieties enhanced by biotechnology and wel-
comed the opportunity to learn more about this 
exciting technology. 
        The center is working with other organizations 
to provide similar programs to meet their needs.

C A L I F O R N I A  C O T T O N  G I N N E R S  
A N D  G R O W E R S  A S S O C I AT I O N  
B I O T E C H N O L O G Y  C O U R S E

and update knowledge about seed biology, produc-
tion and quality. 
        Participants learned about the 
entire life cycle of seeds from flowering and pol-
lination through seed development, harvesting, con-
ditioning, storage, enhancement and germination. 
Emphasis was placed on how the development and 
physiology of seeds influence yield, quality and per-
formance.  
        A 100-page syllabus provided comprehensive 
documentation of course topics. Over 100 partic-
ipants were enrolled in this course, and a substan-
tial waiting list was developed. The course will be 
offered annually.

C o u r s e s

S E E D  B I O T E C H N O L O G Y  C E N T E R  
A N D  U N I V E R S I T Y  E X T E N S I O N

The need for higher crop yields and improved 
nutritional quality to sustain the world’s 

expanding population has focused increased atten-
tion on plant and seed biotechnology. For example, 
protection from diseases and insects can be provid-
ed through genetically enhanced seeds rather than 
through chemical applications. Nutritional improve-
ments developed through biotechnology can have a 
major impact on future food quality. The majority 
of these advances will be delivered into production 
via high quality seeds. To share knowledge and 
research in this growing area, the UC Davis 
Seed Biotechnology Center presented two University 
Extension courses in March 2000.

Basics of Plant Biotechnology for Business 
Professionals, held March 13, 2000, explained what 
plant biotechnology is and how it is used for crop 
plant improvement. This workshop gave an over-
view of the techniques and terminology of plant 
biotechnology and described applications in breed-
ing, seed production and new product development. 
Consumer concerns related to the use of plant bio-
technology in agriculture were discussed. 
         The course was designed primarily for 
owners, managers, sales representatives and other 
seed industry personnel not directly involved in the 
science of biotechnology, as well as for anyone who 
wanted to learn more about new methods available 
for crop improvement. 
        This course, attended by over 65 participants, 
became a model for additional workshops targeted 
to specific audiences.

Seed Biology, Production and Quality, held March 
14-15, 2000, presented the biological background 
for production, handling, storage and quality con-
trol procedures in the seed industry. It provided 
a unique opportunity for professionals in the seed 
industry, crop consultants and growers to expand 
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R A L P H  M .  PA R S O N S  
F O U N D AT I O N

The Ralph M. Parsons Foundation of Los Angeles 
is a philanthropic organization founded by the 

late Ralph M. Parsons, renowned engineer and 
builder. The foundation annually awards over $16 
million in grants and gifts, mostly to Los Angeles-
area social service organizations. The foundation’s 
president, Joseph G. Hurley, and board of directors 
strongly support biotechnology as a means of 
improving agricultural productivity and food secu-
rity. The foundation provided a $250,000 grant to 
the Seed Biotechnology Center (SBC) to establish 
and equip the Ralph M. Parsons Foundation 
Transformation Facility.
        SBC established a steering committee com-
prised of campus and industry experts to outline the 
functions of the Ralph M. Parsons Transformation 
Facility.  The transformation facility will be a com-
ponent of an enhanced infrastructure on the UC 
Davis campus supporting plant and animal genom-
ics. Efforts are underway to identify laboratory 
space, hire staff and open the facility as soon as 
possible.
        The foundation has established connections 
between UC Davis and Pierce College, an agricul-
tural junior college in the San Fernando Valley, as 
a complement to its support for agricultural biotech-
nology. SBC hosted a visit to UC Davis for Pierce 
College administrators and Parsons Foundation 
staff. Through various tours and workshops, 
UC Davis has established a partnership with Pierce 
College to facilitate higher education in agricultural 
biotechnology. 

  TThe Seed Biotechnology Center launched its Web 
site outlining goals and objectives, announcing 

courses and archiving informational resources. The 
site hosts current activities, provides information on 
the use of agricultural biotechnology and has links 
to an array of seed-related sites. The center also is 
accessible by link from the SeedQuest Web site at 
www.seedquest.com.

S B C . U C D AV I S . E D U  
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The Seed Biotechnology Center Advisory Council 
offers strategic vision and advice to the center’s 

director and staff.

Philip W. Ashcraft

Loveland, Colorado
Phil Ashcraft is senior adviser to and former president 
of Harris Moran Seed Company of Modesto and princi-
pal in the consulting firm Stason Farms, Inc. He serves 
as the American Seed Trade Association (ASTA) repre-
sentative to the International Seed Trade Federation 
(FIS) Vegetable Section and is a member of ASTA’s 
International Executive Committee. Phil is president 
of the American Seed Research Foundation board of 
directors and a board member of Garden Trends, Inc. 

Paul F. Baumer

Woodland
Paul Baumer served as president/chief executive 
officer of Cal/West Seeds, president of the Kentucky 
Seedsman Association, director of the California Crop 
Improvement Association, president of the California 
Seed Association and president of the Certified Alfalfa 
Seed Association. Paul was a member of the California 
Seed Advisory Board and chaired several American 
Seed Trade Association committees. He received his 
B.S. from Murray State University in Kentucky.

Michael L. Campbell

Clarksburg
Michael Campbell is executive director of development 
for UC Merced. He formerly was assistant dean for 
college relations, College of Agricultural and Environ-
mental Sciences, UC Davis, where he was responsible 
for industry and alumni relations, development, com-
munications and international visitor programs. Mike 
is a graduate of the California Agricultural Leadership 
Program, Class III. He earned a B.S. in agricultural 
business management from UC Davis and M.S. in busi-
ness management from Stanford University School of 
Business.

Richard W. Falconer

Salinas
Richard Falconer is North American technical sales 
manager with American Takii, chair of the California 
Seed Association’s Vegetable Seed Committee and a 
member of the executive committee of the Western 
Regional Seed Physiology Research Group. He previ-
ously worked with Rogers Seed Company. Richard 
received his B.S. in crop science from California 
Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, and his 
M.S. in pest management from UC Riverside.

Gary A. Hudson

West Sacramento
Gary Hudson is founder and president of Hudson & 
Associates consulting firm - specialzing in horti-
cultural, healthcare, retail and technology industries. 
Previously, he served as vice president of marketing for 
Goldsmith Seeds, helping to develop North American, 
European and Japanese markets, and was president 
and CEO of Plant Genetics, a biotech industry pioneer. 
Gary is past president and director of the Sacramento 
Entrepreneurship Academy.

Joseph G. Hurley

Los Angeles
Joseph Hurley is president of the Ralph M. Parsons 
Foundation, which encourages grant recipients to 
pass the impact of their grants on to smaller institu-
tions.  Joe is a diplomat of the American Board of 
Trial Advocates and was a member of the Board of 
Governors of the State Bar of California. He founded 
and operated a legal firm prior to his affiliation 
with the Parsons Foundation. Joe graduated from 
the Columbus School of Law, Catholic University of 
America in Washington, D.C.

Francois F. Korn

Oakland
Francois Korn established SeedQuest in 1992 to 
improve access to information worldwide for seed 
professionals. The SeedQuest Web site provides strat-
egy and e-business guidance to seed industry mem-
bers. Born and raised in France, Francois studied biol-
ogy and linguistics at the University of Saarbrucken 

SBC  ADV I SORY  COUNC I L  E S T AB L I SH ED
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in Germany. He worked in the fertilizer industry in 
Germany and in the seed industry in the United States, 
handling international sales for Harris Moran. 

Larry A. Narbaitz

Corcoran
Larry Narbaitz was raised on a ranch in Dos Palos, 
California, where his family had been involved in agri-
culture for several generations. He graduated from 
California State University, Fresno, with a degree in 
electrical engineering. He immediately began working 
with J.G. Boswell, and has been with the firm for 
15 years. Larry began designing control systems for 
company facilities and later worked on gin, oil mill, 
ranch and seed department projects. Since 1998, Larry 
has been responsible for the seed and marketing 
departments.

Nathan K. Olivas

Salinas
Nathan K. Olivas is president and CEO of Progeny 
Advanced Genetics, which designs and breeds unique 
proprietary seeds in response to grower/market-spe-
cific needs. Founded in 1993, the company released 
its first proprietary seed product in 1997 and, today, 
offers 64 varieties of lettuce to customers around the 
world. Prior to forming Progeny, Nathan worked with 
Genecorp, now a division of Seminis. Nathan is a 
graduate of California Polytechnic State University, San 
Luis Obispo, with a degree in agribusiness.

Gabriel J. Patin

Gilroy
Gabe Patin is past president and senior adviser for 
Sakata Seed America, Inc. He formerly worked with 
Northrup King & Company. At the American Seed 
Trade Association (ASTA), he served as a board 
member, Western regional vice president and chair of 
its vegetable and flower division. He also served as 
president of the California Seed Association. Gabe is a 
graduate of California Polytechnic State University, San 
Luis Obispo, with a crop science major and agriculture 
education minor.

Michael H. Pauly

Gilroy
Michael H. Pauly is research director - technology 
for Syngenta (formerly Novartis Seeds). He oversees 
molecular marker, cell biology and seed technology 
activities. He previously was director of biotechnology 
at the European division of Novartis Seeds headquar-
tered in Enkhuizen, The Netherlands. He is a graduate 
of Lewis and Clark College, Oregon State University, 
and holds M.S. and Ph.D. degrees from the University 
of Minnesota and a certificate from Northwestern 
University’s Kellogg School of Management.

Bill W. Van Skike

Bakersfield
Bill Van Skike, president of California Planting Cotton 
Seed Distributors (CPCSD), has been involved in the 
San Joaquin Valley cotton industry since the early 
1980s. He worked as gin manager for Producers 
Cotton Oil while earning an M.B.A. from California 
State University, Fresno, and later worked for the 
Bruce Allbright Agency, a California cotton merchant, 
handling grower relations, government relations and 
warehousing. He started at CPCSD in 1993 and 
became president in 1998.

Frederick (Chip) J. Sundstrom

Davis
Chip Sundstrom is executive director of Foundation 
Seed and Certification Services at UC Davis, comprised 
of two programs: UC Foundation Seed Program and 
the California Crop Improvement Association. A fac-
ulty member at Louisiana State University for 10 
years, he researched seed production and crop stand 
establishment. Chip later was quality control manager 
of INCOTEC, a division of the Royal Sluis Seed 
Company. Chip received his undergraduate education 
at UC Davis and graduate degrees at Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State University.
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F o o d  a n d  A g r i c u l t u r e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  
t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s

Dr. Kent Bradford was invited to write and pres-
ent a paper titled “Seeds: The Delivery System 

for Plant Biotechnology” at a March 20-24, 2000, 
meeting on Seed Policy and Programmes for Latin 
America and the Caribbean organized by the FAO in 
Merida, Mexico. 
        Government-designated participants from 
27 Latin America countries and the Caribbean 
attended the meeting, as well as participants from 
international organizations, international agricultur-
al research centers, governmental and non-govern-
mental organizations, and public and private-sector 
organizations involved in the seed industry. 
         Policies and procedures for harmonizing regu-
latory issues in Latin America and the Caribbean 
were discussed, including topics relating to the 
movement of genetically engineered seeds. A meet-
ing report is available upon request.

S U M M A R Y  O F  A C T I V I T I E S

F D A  H e a r i n g s  

SBC director Kent Bradford testified at a Food 
and Drug Administration hearing in Oakland on 

December 13, 1999. In addition to two panel      dis-
cussions, over 80 people representing diverse view-
points made two-minute statements to FDA officials. 
While many speakers criticized the transfer of genes 
between species, Dr. Bradford used the example of 
tomatoes to illustrate that virtually all modern crop 
cultivars rely upon traits such as disease resistance 
that have been transferred from other species by 
more traditional breeding methods. 
        As several hundred people outside the building 
protested the use of biotechnology in agriculture, a 
contingent of plant scientists and graduate students 
distributed literature noting the existing and poten-
tial benefits of agricultural biotechnology.
        Complete transcripts of the hearing are on the 
Web at www.fda.gov. 

Interview on vandalism of UC Davis research plots with reporter Tom Duhane, KCRA-TV,  
Sacramento

Presentation to Agriculture Roundtable, Sacramento

Testimony at public hearing on regulations governing agricultural biotechnology, Food and Drug 
Administration, Oakland

Briefing to California state researchers and legislative staffers, California State Library (part of UC 
Berkeley/Sacramento Program), Sacramento 

Wrote and delivered “Seeds: The Delivery System for Plant Biotechnology” at the Seed Policy and 
Programmes for Latin America and the Caribbean meeting organized by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), Merida, Mexico

Testified before State Senate Committee on Agriculture and Water Resources about agricultural 
biotechnology and labeling of foods, Sacramento

Panel member, “The Safety of Food Produced Through Agricultural Biotechnology,” CA&ES 
Dean’s Advisory Council meeting, UC Davis

Interview with reporter Margaret Wertheim, LA Weekly

9/17/99

12/2/99
 

12/13/99

3/3/00

3/19-23/00

3/28/00

4/4/00

4/19/00

Public Service
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  OC a l i f o r n i a  S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  
A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  Wa t e r  R e s o u r c e s

On March 28, 2000, Dr. Kent Bradford testified 
before the California State Senate Committee 

on Agriculture and Water Resources. The informa-
tional hearing, chaired by Senator Jim Costa, was 
held in preparation for the committee’s study of 
Senator Tom Hayden’s proposed legislation mandat-
ing labeling of foods produced by biotechnology. 
Information on the history of genetic modification 
of crop plants was presented, and recent technologi-
cal advances in this context were discussed. 
     The Legislature did not pass the labeling bill; 
however, SB2065, a bill sponsored by Senator Costa 
and supported by the California Seed Association, 
was passed and signed by Governor Davis. The bill 
will study whether specific legislation is needed for 
genetically enhanced foods.

  SA r t i c l e  i n  L . A .  We e k l y

Science reporter Margaret Wertheim interviewed 
Dr. Bradford for a cover article on biotech 

foods that appeared in LA Weekly, July 7-13, 
2000. Although carrying the unfortunate title 
“Frankenfoods: Should Genetically Modified 
Produce Frighten You?,” the article was a balanced 
and thoughtful piece analyzing the issues surround-
ing genetically enhanced foods. 

        Ms. Wertheim subsequently commented to 
Dr. Bradford: “Your insights were very important to 
me when developing the article, and, in fact, you 
changed my view of the whole GE debate. While 
I do feel that there are concerns here, I also came 
to believe that there are good potential uses of this 
technology and that it should not be dismissed out-
of-hand.”
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RES EARCH

Research discussion, Harris Moran Seed Company, Davis

University/Industry Consortium, Indianapolis

Research discussion, Sakata Seeds America, Davis

Research discussion, Unilever, Davis

Hosted visiting scientist Dr. Raoul Bino, Plant Research International, Wageningen, 
The Netherlands

Co-hosted the University/Industry Consortium meeting with UC Davis’ College of 
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences; organized UC Davis program and presented an 
overview of the Seed Biotechnology Center, Sacramento

Assisted in the organization of a meeting for UC academics offered by Monsanto to 
describe and update their research activities in agricultural biotechnology. Presented a 
brief overview of the SBC and the genomics support facilities at UC Davis. Calgene, Davis

Hosted Dr. Yuji Kamiya, RIKEN, Japan, who presented a seminar titled “Phytochrome 
regulation of gibberellin biosynthesis in germinating Arabidopsis seeds,” Davis

9/15/99

10/5-7/99 

10/20/99

11/2/99

2/28/00-3/1/00

3/29-30/00

4/13/00

6/23/00 

Harris Moran/Limagrain, Davis

Celpril, Manteca

Orsetti Seed and Sunseeds, Gilroy

Progeny Advanced Genetics, American Takii and Goldsmith Seeds, Salinas and Gilroy

Visits to seed companies in and near Santiago, Chile

Presentation titled “Seeds: The Delivery System for Plant Biotechnology,” Seed Industry 
Conference, Faculty of Agriculture, Catholic University of Chile, Santiago

Update on center activities, California Seed Association meeting, Monterey

Hosted Asian Pacific Seed Association visitors in cooperation with Iowa State Seed 
Center, Davis

Presentation to California Tomato Research Institute, Davis

Presentation and workshop panel member, “GMOs at a Crossroads,” California League of 
Food Processors Convention, Sacramento

Presentation titled “Agricultural Biotechnology” at California Cotton Growers Association 
and UC Cooperative Extension winter Cotton Production Meeting, Visalia

Update on center activities, Western Regional Seed Physiology Research Group, Davis

Presentation titled “Overview of the Seed Biotechnology Center,” Seed Industry Conference, 
Woodland

Presentation, Seminis Vegetable Seeds, Woodland

Hosted Francois Korn of Seed Quest, who presented a seminar titled “SeedQuest: Vertical 
Web portal for seed professionals,” Davis 

In cooperation with the UC Davis International Agricultural Visitors Program, presented 
“Crop Biotechnology,” to 15 visiting Japanese scientists, Davis

Hosted breakfast meeting; presented update on center activities, American Seed Trade 
Association Annual Convention, San Francisco

I N DUS TR Y  OUTR EACH

2/3/99

2/5/99
 

2/16/99

2/22/99

3/21-27/99

5/28/99

9/16/99

10/11/99

12/8/99

2/2/00

2/16/00 

2/29/00

5/11/00 

5/22/00

6/7/00  

6/14/00

6/20/00
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“An ‘Academic’ View of Food Biotechnology,” 
California League of Food Processors (2/00)

“Seeds: The Delivery System for Plant 
Biotechnology,” Seed Policy and Programmes for 
Latin America and the Caribbean, Food and 
Agriculture Organization (3/00)

“Agricultural Biotechnology,” Senate Committee on 
Agriculture and Water Resources (3/00)

EDUCAT I ON

  OAmer ican Seed  Trade  Assoc iat ion 

Breakfast  Meet ing  

On June 20, 2000, the Seed Biotechnology 
Center hosted an informative meeting during 

the American Seed Trade Association annual      
conference in San Francisco. The event provided 
an opportunity for seed industry leaders to learn 
about current activities and demonstrate continued      
support. The meeting expanded the center’s visibil-
ity at the national level.

  TAbrochure describing the Seed Biotechnology 
Center and two newsletters describing center 

activities have been developed. Additional documents 
are available upon request or via the Web, http://
sbc.ucdavis.edu. 

“Agricultural Biotechnology,” California Cotton 
Ginners & Growers Association Annual Meeting (2/00)

Publ icat ions

Presentation titled “Carrot Seed Quality,” Colusa County Cooperative Extension, Onion 
and Carrot Seed Production meeting, Colusa

Presented short course titled “Seed Development and Germination,” Faculty of 
Agricultural Sciences, National University of Cuyo, Mendoza, Argentina

Presented lecture on seed quality to students from California Polytechnic State University, 
Pomona, Davis

Co-instructed short course titled “Seed Development and Germination,” Federal University 
of Lavras, Lavras, Brazil

Panelist, “Genetically Modified Foods,” ASUCD Student Forums, Davis

Panelist, “Biotechnology: Emerging Issues and Scientific Response,” Agronomy Continuing 
Conference, Davis

Offered one-day course titled “Basics of Plant Biotechnology for Business Professionals” 
through University Extension, Davis

Offered two-day course titled “Seed Biology, Production and Quality” through University 
Extension, Davis

Offered one-day course titled “Biotechnology” for the California Cotton Ginners & 
Growers Association in cooperation with the UC Davis Biotechnology Program and UC 
Cooperative Extension, Visalia

1/5/99

4/19-22/99

10/12/99

 
11/22-26/99

12/6/99

2/22/00 

3/13/00 

3/14-15/00

6/28/00



The university is grateful for the support it receives from 
alumni and friends. One of the ways our thanks is expressed 
is through listing the names of donors in various publications. 
Should you wish that your name not appear as a donor, 
please notify us, if you have not done so already.

It is the policy of the University of California, Davis, to 
utilize a portion of short-term investment income on current 
gifts and grants to support the cost of raising and administer-
ing funds.
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  D   SDr. Kent J. Bradford, professor of vegetable 

crops at UC Davis, is the founding director of 

the Seed Biotechnology Center. He received B.S. and 

M.S. degrees in biochemistry and horticulture from 

Michigan State University and his Ph.D. in plant 

physiology in 1981 from UC Davis. He joined the 

UC Davis faculty in 1982 and served as chair of the 

Department of Vegetable Crops from 1993 to 1998. 

An internationally recognized seed physiologist, he 

received a Fulbright Scholar Award in 1999. Dr. 

Bradford is on the editorial board of several promi-

nent plant science journals and is the secretary of 

the International Society for Seed Science.

Susan C. Webster is the Seed Biotechnology 

Center program representative. She received a 

B.S. degree in agriculture science from California 

Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, and 

an Agriculture Teaching Credential from UC Davis. 

She is responsible for public relations and outreach 

activity coordination, administration, Web site 

management and other endeavors. Ms. Webster 

serves as SBC liaison to diverse clientele, facilitating 

communications and project development. 

Previously, she worked for the California Crop 

Improvement Association.

Seed Biotechnology Center
University of California
One Shields Avenue
Davis, CA 95616

Phone: 530/754-7333
E-mail: sbc@ucdavis.edu
Fax: 530/754-7222
Web: sbc.ucdavis.edu

Director 
Dr. Kent J. Bradford
kjbradford@ucdavis.edu

Program Representative
Susan C. Webster
scwebster@ucdavis.edu


